PUBLIC LAW 96-249—MAY 26, 1980

Public Law 96-249
96th Congress
An Act

To amend the Food Stamp Act of 1977 to improve food stamp program fiscal
accountability through reductions in inaccurate ity and benefit determina-
tions; to improve the system of deductions; to increase specific dollar limita-
tions on for the fiscal years 1980 and 1981 food stamp programs;
and for purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o&e&rﬁﬂm{aﬁm of the
United States of America in Congress assemb. t this Act may be
cited as the “Food Stamp Act Amendments of 1980”.

TITLE I—REDUCTION IN FOOD STAMP ERROR AND FRAUD
AND REVISION OF DEDUCTIONS

MEALS IN SHELTERS FOR BATTERED WOMEN AND CHILDREN
bySnc. 101. (a) Section 3 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended

(1) striking out in clause (1) of subsection (g) “and (7)” and
inserting in lieu thereof “(7), and (8)”;
thg);g‘q%?g out in subsection (g) “and (7)”" and inserting in lieu
(3) inserting immediately before the iod at the end of
subsection (g) the following: “, and (8) in the case of women and
children temporatreilI residing in public or private nonprofit
shelters for battered women and children, meals prepares and
served, by such shelters”;
16(143(11;331_11:33 in the last septl}pnmf Tﬁbafta_ction ® aﬁet:;section
e e Social Securi e following: “temporary
residents of public or private nonprofit shelters for battered
women and children,”; and
(6) striking out in clause (2) of subsection (k) “and (7)” and
inserting in lieu thereof “(7), and (8)”.
(b) Section 10 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended as follows:
(1) inserting after “purchased” a comma;
% striking ou;ft;.;e]}e comma lm.medillztei_lgh after “reﬁde‘:lb 11” : ang
inserting r “programs” t owing: “, public an
E;ivate nonprofit shelters that prepare and serve meals for
ttered women and children”.

EXCLUDING ENERGY ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS FROM INCOME
Sec. 102. Section 5(d) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended

(1) striking out “and” before “(10)”’; and

(2) inserting before the period at the end thereof the following:
“, and (11) any ents or allowances made under any Fed
State, or 1 aws for the purpose of providing energy
assistance”.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

Sec. 103. Section 5(e) of the Food Sta.mpActole‘?’i’iaamendedby
inserting “for all urban consumers” after “Consumer Price Index
each time those words appear.

DEPENDENT CARE DEDUCTIONS FOR WORKING ADULTS

Sec. 104. Eﬁ'ectwe October 1, 1981, section 5(e) of the Food Stamp
Actof 1977 is ame?

(1) in ourth sentenee, amending clause (1) to read as
followa “(1) a dependent care deduction for the cost of
s ecessary for the care of a regardleas of the

e ndent’ fge the maximum allowable Ievel of which shall be

month, per household, when such care enables a house-
hoI member to accept or continue employment, or training or
education that is preparatory for employment, an

gz) in the fourth sentence, out everything aﬂer “March
81” down to the period at the end of the sentence; and

(3) in clause (B), striking out “that for the excess shelter
expense deduction contained in clause (2) of the m
sentence” and inserting in lieu thereof the following: ‘
in clause (1) of the preceding sentence”.

EXPANDED MEDICAL DEDUCTIONS FOR THE ELDERLY

Sec. 105. Effective October 1, 1981, section 5(e)A) of the Food
StampAct of 1977 is amended by—
i 1) mser:{mg “or their spouses” before “, exclusive of special
ets,”; an
2 stnkmg out “$35” and inserting in lieu thereof “$25”.

MEDICAL DEDUCTION FOR THE BLIND AND DISABLED IN CERTAIN AREAS

Sec. 106. Effective October 1, 1981, section 5(e) of the Food Stamp
Act of 1977 is amended by:
(1) in the fourth and last sentences, inserting “and blindness”
after each time “disability”’ appears; and
(2) in the fourth and last sentences, striking out “title II” each
}t:(llmi? th%t 1tv1y’pea.ra and inserting in lieu thereof: “titles I, II, X,
an

RETROSPECTIVE ACCOUNTING

Skc. 107. Section 5(f) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended to
read as follows:

“(f) Household income for those households that b; li! contract for
other than an hourly or piecework basis, or by self-employment,
derive their annual income in a period of time shorter than one year
shall be calculated by the State agency for the purpose of dete:
household eligibili by being averaged over a twelve-month Teg;]cf
For those households that receive nonexcluded income of m
specified in subsection (d)3) of this section, such income
calculated by being averaged over the period for which it is provided.
State agencies s elect and use one of the following two methods in
calculating income for all other households:

“1) into account the income reasonably anticipated to
be received by the household in the certification period for which
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ehgibxhty is being determined and the income that has been
ved by the household during the Lhir%ada&precedmg the
ﬁlmgohtsa tmnforfoodstampsao State agency
may reaso ascertain the income that is and will be actually
ava:lable to the household for the certification period; or
“(2) using income received in a previous month as the basis, in
accordance with standards prescribed by the Secretary, exce
for the month of application and subsequent months mﬁ
the Secre for newly ap lymg houaeholds (other house-
holds reapp within ys after the end of a prior
certification period). In addition, the Secretary shall make modi-
fications or e EEODB to this method of income calculation with
respect to households experiencing sudden and significant losses
of income (including households experiencing losses of income of
$50 per month or more) or the addition of a new member,
households in immediate need in accordance with the provisions
of section 11(eX9) of this Act, nﬂgrant farmworker households,
and other classes of households if the Secretary determines that
this method of income calculation would be im
?ndmmu{g:mm serious hardship for auchthodhoofuseholds
prom ons governing me income
calculation described in this subsection, the Secretary shall
consultmththeSecretaryofHealthandHumanSemoeaao
that, wherever feasible, and consistent with the purposes of the
gglwable Acts, households receiving income under title IV-A of
Social Secu.nty Act shall have income calculated on a
consolidated and comparable basis.”.

VEHICLE USE BY HANDICAPPED HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS

Sec. 108. The second sentence of section 5(g) of the Food Stamp Act
of 1977 is amended by—
(1) inserting after “other than one used to produce earned
income” the following: “or that is necessary for transportation of
a physically disabled household member”’; and
(2) striking out “or to transport disabled household members”.

STATE OPTION ON ADMINISTRATIVE FRAUD HEARINGS

Sec. 109. Section 6(b) of the F'ood Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
inserting after the first sentence thereof a new sentence as follows:
“Each State agency shall proceed against such alleged fraudulent
activity either by way of admmiatrat:ve fraud hearings in accordance
with clause (1) of subsection or by refer such matters to
appropriate legal authorities for civil or action in accord-
ance with clause (2) of this subsection, or bo

PERIODIC REPORTING

Sec. 110. Section 6(c) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
stri tg:';‘ :l\lrerythmg after the first sentence and inserting in lieu
“(1) State -agencies that elect to use a m of retrospective
accounhngt;nn accotegordance ?illthuaehmolggtoﬁlm of thls Act shallof
require ce categories of ho e rts
household circumstances in tgen standarg
scribed by the Secre: Other State agencies, which have
received the approval the Secretary, may also require such
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categories of households to file periodic reports. Each household
that is not required to file such periodic reports on a monthly
basis shall be required to report or cause to be reported to the
State agency, on a form designed or approved by the Secretary,
changes in income or household circumstances which the Secre-
tary deems necessary in order to assure accurate eligibility and
be!‘l(%i;l tAdzteho. Eolr:is file a periodi und

X y househo ired to file a iodic report er
paragraph (1) of this MM shall, (A) if it is eligible to
participate and has filed a timely and complete report, receive its
allotment, based on the reported information for a given month,
within thirty days of the end of that month unless the Secretary
determines that a longer period of time is necessary, (B) have
available special procedures that permit the filing of the re-
quired information in the event all adult members of the house-
hold are mentally or physically handicapped or lacking in
reading or writing skills to such a degree as to be unable to fill
out the required forms, (C) have a reasonable period of time after
the close of the month in which to file their reports on forms
aa;ﬁ)roved by the Secretary, and (D) be afforded prompt notice of
failure to file any report timely or completely, and given a
reasonable opportunity to cure that failure (with any applicable
time requirements extended accordingly) and to exercise its
rights under section 11(e)(10) of this Act.

“(3) Reports required to be filed under lfpa.mgraph (1) of this
subsection shall be considered complete if, in accordance with
standards prescribed by the Secretary, they contain sufficient
information to enable the State agency to determine household
eligibility and allotment levels. All report forms, including those
related to periodic reports of circumstances, shall contain a
description, in understandable terms in prominent and bold face
lettering, of the am?priate civil and criminal isions dealing
with violations of this Act including the p ibed penalties. The
reporting requirements contained in paragraph (1) of this subsec-
tion shall be the sole such requirements for reporting changes in
circumstances for participating households. In promulgating
regulations implementing these reporting requirements, the
Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, and, wherever feasible, households that receive assist-
ance under title IV-A of the Social Security Act and that are
required to file comparable reports under that Act shall be
provided the opportunity to file reports at the same time for
purposes of both Acts.”.

CONFORMING AMENDMENTS FOR RETROSPECTIVE ACCOUNTING AND
PERIODIC INCOME REPORTING

Skc. 111. Section 3(c) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended to
read as follows:

“(c) ‘Certification period’ means the period for which households
shall be eligible to receive authorization cards. For those households
that are required to submit periodic reports under section 6(c)(1) of
this Act, the certification period shall be at least six months but no
longer than twelve months. For households that are not required to
Butt"mlft periodic reports, the certification period shall be determined
as 10lilows:
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“(l}lnthecaseofahouseholdallofwhoﬁememberaare
included in a fi rallyamdodpubhcasmstameor neral assist-
ancegrant.thaperiodshall mththepenodofsuch

“(2)Inthecaaeofallotherhouseholds,thepenodshallbenot
less than three months: Provided, That such period may be up to
twelve months for any household consisting entirely of unem-

ployable or elderly or self-employed rsons, or as
short as circumstances households as to which
theremasubstanﬂalhmof uentchmlgeammcomeor

household status, and for any houaehold on initial certification,
as determined by the ta;'y
Skc. 112. Sectmn 5(&)(2) of the ood Stamp Act of 1977 is amended

by inserting afte aeoo eomma the following: “subject
modification by light of section 5(f)(2) of this Act,"

Skc. 113. Sectwn ll(e)(4) the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended
by inserting immediately after “subsection” the following: “

vided, That the ta.mehness standards for submitting the notice of
expiration and filing an application for recertification may be modi-
fied by the Secretary in tofsecl:ionsli(f)@)andﬁ(c)ufthmActxf
adn.umatratwely necessary’’.

PARTICIPATION BY STRIKERS

Skc. 114. Section 6(d) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
adding at the end thereof a new paragrapg (4) as follows:
“(4) Notw:thstandmg any other provision of law, a household shall
pate in the food stamp program at any time that any
mem of such household, not exempt from the work registration
uu-ements of ph (1) of this subsection, is on strike as
ed in section 501%2) of the Labor Management Relations Act,
1947 because of a labor glzrute (other than a lockout) as defined in
section 2(9) of the National Labor Relations Act: Provided, That a
household shall not lose its eligibility to participate in the food stamp
Erog-ramasaresultofone of its members going on strike if the
ousehold was eligible for food stamps immediately prior to such
strike: Provided further, That such meﬁzlhxhty shall no ltpply to any
household that does not contain a member on strike,
members refuses to acceﬂ employment at a plant or site becauae of a
strike or lockout: Provi her, That such ineligibility shall not
apply if the household meets the income qualifications, assets re-
quirements, and work registration requirements, as mandated in
subsection (i) of this section.”.

INCOME AND RESOURCES OF INELIGIBLE ALIEN

Skc. 115. Section 6(f) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
adding at the end thereof a new sentence as follows: “The income (less
a pro rata share) and financial resources of the individual rendered
ineligible to icipate in the food stamp ﬁe rogram under this
subsection shall be considered in determining the eligibility and the
valupi):f the allotment of the household of which such individual is a
member.

MATCHING OF INCOME INFORMATION AND OTHER VERIFICATION

b Skc. 116. Section 11(e)3) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended
y—
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(l)inserbnsafbar“sectlon 5(d) of this Act”thet‘ollomng' “(in
use of the , obtained under

part through the information, if any,

T o v
) inserting after “sections i

“although the State prior to tloﬁ

whether queanonableﬂgmﬂmmof

and any factors of eligibility involving olds that fall

within the State agency’s emr-prone household profiles as

developed by the State from the quality control
mnductedmdermhoﬁ%tha%andasappmvm

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
Sec. 117. Secﬁonll(e)oftheFoodStampActoleW as amended, is

amended by striking out “and” at the end of paragraph (15), and

at the end thereof a new paragraph (17) as follows:

“(17} that the State shall require each household
certified as eligible to pate by methods other than the out-
of-oﬂioemethodsapemﬁedinthelaataentenoeofparagmph(ﬁof
this subsection in those project areas or parts of areas in
which the , in consultation with the t's
Inspector General, thatxtwou]dbeuseﬂﬂtopmtectthe

's integrity, to t a photographic identification
g:g henumngitsau tion card in order to receive its
coupons;”.
REPORTING ILLEGAL ALIENS

Skc. 118. Section 11(e) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended
byaecﬁonll?ofth:sAclfi,aw&amendedbyaddingatthendthereofa
new paragraph (18) as fo!

“(18) notwithstanding paragraph (8) of this subsection, for the
immediate reporting to the tion and Naturalization
Service by the State agency of a rmination by personnel
respons: e for the certification or recertification of households
anwemberofahouseholdwmehgibletomwefood
use that member is present in the United States in
vwlatlon of the Immigration and

COMPUTERIZATION
Sec. 119. Section 11(e) of the Food StampActole‘W as amended

bysectmnllBofthmAct,isamendedKI inserting “and” at the end of

h (18) and adding at the end a new paragraph (19) as

ows:
“(19) at the option of the State agency, for the establishment
and operation of an automatic data and information
pecoceibe aixl thet b desged t0 provide efficien ot o ey
is e ve
pro

of the food stamp program.”.
STATE COMPLIANCE WITH LAW
Sm. 120. Section 11(g) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended
(1) aﬂ:er “determines” the following: “, upon informa-
tion received by the , investigation mmatedpon by the

Secretary, or investigation thag the Secretary shall initiate u
receiving sufficient information evidencing a pattern of
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compliance by a State agency of a type specified in this
subsection,”’;
(2) inserting “without good cause” before “to comply”;
(8) striking out “or” before “the State plan of operation”;
(4) inserting after “section,” the following: “‘or the Secretary’s
standards for the efficient and effective administration of the
program established under section 16(b)1) of this Act”’; and 7 USC 2025.
(5) inserting before the period at the end of the second sentence
the foﬂowi:ilg: :A‘,t:ond, the:.Permirtﬂgt the Secretary refers suctl;
matter to the rney e Secretary shall proceed
withhold from the State such funds authorized under sections
16(a) and 16(c) of this Act as the Secretary determines to be 93 Stat. 391
appropriate, subject to administrative and judicial review under }{Ets(:} o
section 14 Ofth.ls Act.”. 7 UéC ‘2023“
Skc. 121. Section 16(b) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by 7 USC 2025.
striking out the last sentence thereof.

SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE APPLICATION

Skec. 122. Section 11(i)(2) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended 7 USC 2020.
by striking out “simplified affidavit” and inserting in lieu thereof
“simple application”.

SPECIAL FINANCIAL AUDIT REVIEW OF HIGH PARTICIPATION STATES

Sec. 123. Section 11 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
adding at the end thereof a new subsection (1) as follows:

“(1) Whenever the ratio of a State’s average food stamp participa-
tion in any quarter of a fiscal to the State’s total population in
that quarter (estimated on the basis of the latest available population
estimates as provided by the Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, Series P-25, Current Population Reports (or its successor
series)) exceeds 60 per centum, the Office of the Inspector General of
the De ent of Agriculture shall immediately schedule a finan-
cial audit review of a sample of project areas within that State, and
shall, upon completion of the audit, provide a report to Congress of its
findings and recommendations within one hun and eighty days.
Any financial audit review subsequent to the first such review,
required under the ing sentence, shall be conducted at the
option of the Office of the Inspector General.”.

FORFEITURE OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL FOOD STAMP
TRANSACTIONS

Skc. 124. Section 15 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by 7 USC 2024.
adding at the end thereof a new subsection (g) as follows:
“(g) The Secretary may subject to forfeiture and denial of property
rights any nonfood items, moneys, negotiable instruments, securities,
or other things of value that are or intended to be furnished
by any person in exchange for coupons or authorization cards in any
manner not authorized by this Act or the regulations issued under
this Act. Any forfeiture and disposal of property forfeited under this
subsection shall be conducted in accordance with procedures con-
tained in regulations issued by the Secretary.”.
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STATE INCENTIVES FOR REDUCING ERROR
7 USC 2025. Sec. 125. Section 16(c) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended

() striking out “Effective October 1, 1978, the” and inserting in
lieu thereof “The”;
’('2) inserting “(1) effective October 1, 1978,” after “such share

(8) inserting “(A)” after “State agency whose”’;

(4) inserting “semiannual” before “cumulative”;

(5) striking out “section is less” and inserting in lieu thereof
“‘section are less";

(6) inserting before the period at the end thereof the following:
‘““and (B) whose rate of invalid decisions in denying eligibility as
calculated in the quality control program conducted under sub-
section (d)(1) of this section is less than a nationwide percentage
that the Secretary determines to be reasonable;

“(2) effective October 1, 1980, 65 gjer centum of all such
administrative costs in the case of a State sm meeting the
standards contained in paragraph (1) of this ion;

“(3) effective October 1, 1980, 60 per centum of all such
administrative costs in the case of a State agency whose cumula-
tive allotment error rate as determined under ga.ragraph (1XA) of
this subsection is greater than 5 per centum but less than 8 per
centum or the national standard payment error rate for the base
period, whichever is lower, and which also meets the standard
contained in paragraph (1XB) of this subsection; and

“(4) effective October 1, 1980, 55 per centum of all such
administrative costs in the case of a State agency whose annual
rate of error reduction is equal to or exceeds 25 per centum. No
State agency shall receive more than one of the increased
federally funded shares of administrative costs set forth in
paragraphs (1) through (4) of this subsection”.

STATE LIABILITY FOR ERRORS

Sec. 126. Section 16 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
adding at the end thereof a new subsection (g) as follows:

“(g)1) The Secretary shall institute an error liability program
under which each State agency shall, other than for good cause as
determined by the Secretary, pay to the Secretary or have withheld
by the Secretary as described in paragraph (4) of this subsection, the
amount by which the dollar value equivalent of the State agency’s
payment error rate, as determined by the Secretary, for each six-
month period, exceeds the dollar value equivalent of either—

“(A) the State agency payment error rate for the base period
i%ss ger;atigl;;l ml _raﬁ;e of erro: reduction, as demtam;lgsed bglr

e Secretary, into account p circums an
rates of error reduction in comparabie Federal or federally
assisted public assistance programs, or

“(B) the national standard payment error rate for the base

period, whichever is higher.
Definitions. “(2) As used in this subsection, (A) ‘base period’ means, for fiscal
ear 1981, the six months inning October 1, 1979, and ending

arch 31, 1980 and, for each fiscal year thereafter, the six months
beginning October 1 and ending March 30 of the prior fiscal year; (B)
‘payment error rate’ means the percentage of all food stamp allot-
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ments which are issued in a given a State agency to
homaeht::ldrstJ:lal:faJII;omeet.t'.heeljgilaiﬁermd lg'emantsofsectionss

ermrrate’ means the weigh! meanpaymenterrorratafor State
agencies; and (D) ‘dollar value equivalent’ means the value of allot-
ments determined by multiplying a given error rate by the dollar
valueofalltheaﬂomntamnedbyaﬂmteagmcydnrmgthe
“(8) The shallconductastmlvmdetm'minewhethantls
feasible to include in the calculation of each State agency’s payment
error rate, and in the calculation of the national standard t
error rate, invalid decisions by each State agency denying i
to households that are mfact eligible. If the Secratarydetermmea
that such a change in the method of calculation is feasible, the
Secretary shall implement changes in the method of calculating
payment error rates for the purposes described in this section.
“(4) If the Secretary makes a clmmagainsta&tateform
under paragra; (llofthasaubsectlon,thatswtemayseek
trative and judi review of such claim under the procedures set
forth in section 14 of this Act. If such claim is ul determined
tobevahdorlsnotcontestedbythesmte,ltshallbeco by the
Secretary and may be collected through Smmant,
withho amounts otherwise payable to the
subaectlon(a)ofthlssectwn,orthrough rmechamsmsauthnrh
ized by the Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966.”.

DISCLOSURE PROVISIONS

Sec. 127. (a)(1) Subsection (i) of section 6103 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (relating to disclosure of returns and return information
for otherthantaxadmmstrahm)isamendedbyaddmgat

thereof the following new paragraph:
“(7) DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN RETURN INFORMATION BY SOCIAL
SECURITY ADMINISTRATION TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND
TO STATE FOOD STAMP AGENCIES.—

“(A) In GeNErRAL—The Commissioner of Social Security
may disclose return information from returns with respect
to net eamm? from self-employment (as defined in secuon
1402), defined in section 8121(a) or 8401(a)), and
payments ret:rementmcomewhmhhavebeendmlosedto
the Social Security Administration as provided by para-
graph(l()l)or (5) of thmaubsetghon-— ¥ .

“(i) upon officers employees
Department of ture, and
“(u) mwﬂtb&nmquest,toofﬁmrsandemployeeaof

sary in, determining e%ﬁyfnrbenoﬁtﬂ,
ortheamountaot‘beneﬁts, stamp program
established under the Food Stamp Act of 1977.
“(C) STATE FOOD STAMP AGENCY.—For ;mrpnaes of this
the term ‘State food
agency in section 3(n)1) of StampActof

94 STAT. 365

7 USC 2014,
2015,

Feasibility
study.

Administrative
and judicial
review.

7 USC 2023.

31 USC 951 note.

26 USC 6103.

26 USC 1402,
3121, 3401.

7 USC 2011 note.
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7 USC 2012. 19":;17 whicII:Aadctmmmte’; isters the food stamp program established
under suc Al
26 USC 6103. (2Y(A) Subparagraph (A) of section 6103(p)3) of such Code (relating
to records of inspection and disclosure) is amended b; ing out
“(lél)},or (4)XB) or (5)” and inserting in lieu thereof “(5(1) 4)®B), (5),
or (7).

(B) Paragraph (4) of section 6103(p) of such Code (relatin%‘ to
safeguards) is amended by striking out “(1)(3) or (6)” in so much of
such paragraph as precedes subparagraph (A) thereof and inserting

in lieu thereof “(1X3), (6), or (7).

(C) Clause (i) of section 6103(p)(4XF) of such Code is amended by
striking out “()6)’ and inserting in lieu thereof “(1)X6) or (7).

(D) The first sentence of paragraph (2) of section 7213(a) of such

26 USC 7213, Code is amended—

(i) by striking out “or any educational institution” and insert-
ing in lieu thereof “any educational institution, or State food
stamp agency (as defined in section 6103(1)}7XC))”, an

(ii) by striking out ‘“‘subsection (d), (1X6), or (m)4)B)’ and

y inserting in lieu thereof “subsection (d), (1)(6) or (7), or (m)4)(B)".
Effef-‘t"’%ﬂﬂte- (3) The amendments made by this subsection shall take effect on
ooy the date of the enactment of this Act.

42 USC 503, (b)(1) Section 303 of the Social Security Act is amended by adding at
the end thereof the following new subsection:
St;gxlz? The State agency charged with the administration of the
w—

“(A) shall disclose, upon rﬁuest and on a reimbursable basis,
to officers and employees of the Department of Agriculture and
to officers or employees of any State food stamp agency ang of the
following information contained in the records of such State

“(i) wage information,

“(ii) whether an individual is receiving, has received, or
has made application for, unemployment compensation, and
the amount of any such compensation being received (or to
be received) by such individual,

“(iii) the current (or most recent) home address of such
individual, and

“(iv) whether an individual has refused an offer of enéploy-
ment and, if so, a description of the engloyment so oftered
and the terms, conditions, and rate of pay therefor, and

“(B) shall establish such safeguards as are necessary (as
determined by the Secretary of Labor in regulations) to insure
that information disclosed under subparﬁ'raph (A) is used only
for purposes of determining an individual’s eligibility for bene-
fits, or the amount of benefits, under the food stamp program
established under the Food Stamp Act of 1977.

g&ttiﬁgztgzgym "(2&%:;1%‘%1 the_Sectr:?ilry S?tfa = r, after reasona%f Slutiacgmapd

’ 0] unity for e agency charged wi o in-

isptll:'.n?t.ion of the Sta ia , finds that there is a failure to comply
substantially with the reguirements of m}; (1), the Secretary of
Labor shall notify such State agency that r payments will not
be made to the State until he is satisfied that there is no longer an
such failure. Until the Secretary of Labor is so satisfied, he s
make no further certification to the Secretary of the Treasury with
res| tosuch State.

“State food “(8) For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘State food stac;l;s

stamp agency.”  agency’ means any agency described in section 3(n)(1) of the F
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Stamp Act of 1977 which administers the food stamp program
estabﬁshedundersuchAct.".

(2) Paragraph (2) of section 304(a) of the Social Security Act is
amended%stﬁldngout “subsection (b) or (¢)”’ and inserting in lieu
thereof ion (b), (c), or (d)”.

(3) The amendments made by this subsection shall take effect on
January 1, 1983.

PAYMENT OF CERTAIN LEGAL FEES

94 STAT. 367

T USC 2012.

42 USC 504.

Effective date.
42 USC 503 note.

Sec. 128. Section 16 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended by 7 USC 2025.

section 126 of this Act, is amended by adding at the end thereof a new
sumasfollm Fi . &
8 i ing any other provision of law, counsel may
employed and co fees, court costs, bail, and other expenses
incidental to the defense of officers and employees of the Department
ongﬁculturembepaidinjudicialor inistrative p i
to which such rs and emp have been made parties and
:h;:aii’arisedirecﬂyoutoftheir rmance of duties under this Act;

COST SHARING FOR COMPUTERIZATION

SEc. 129. Section 16 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended by
section 128 of this Act, is amended by adding at the end thereof a new
subsection (i) as follows:

“(i) Effective October 1, 1980, the Secretary is authorized to pay to
each State agency an amount equal to—

“T5 per centum of the costs incurred by the State agency in the
planning, design, development, or installation of automatic data
Erocessing information retrieval systems that the

etermines (1) will assist in meeting the requirements of this Act, (2)
meet such conditions as the Secretary prescribes, (3) are likely to
provide more efficient and effective administration of the food stamp
program, and (4) will be compatible with other such systems used in
the administration of State plans under the Aid to Families with
Dependent Children Program under title IV of the Social Security
Act: Provided, That there shall be no such payments to the extent
that a State agency is reimbursed for such costs under any other
Federal program or uses such systems for not connected
with the food stamp program: Provided r‘brtz:r; That any costs
matched under this subsection shall be uded in determi the
sSetg.tt_e aqgncy’s administrative costs under any other subsection of this

on. .
CONTINUATION OF CASH-OUT PILOT PROJECTS

Sec. 130. Section 17(bX1) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is
amended by adding at the end thereof a new sentence as follows:
“Any pilot or rimental project implemented under this para-
graph involving the payment of the value of allotments in the form of

to eligible households shall be continued until October 1, 1981, if
the State so requests.”.

WORKFARE JOB-SEARCH TIME PERIOD

Sec. 131. Section 17(b)X2) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as
amended, is amended by addinqaftertha phrase ‘ thirtydﬂ" in the
second sentence the following: “(ten days in at least one pilot project
area designated by the Secretary)”.

T9-194 O—81—pt. 1—27:QL3

42 USC 601.

7 USC 2026.

Post, p. 368.
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WORKFARE PILOT PROJECT REVISIONS

7 USC 2026. Sec. 132. (a) Section 17(b)(2) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is
Ante, Po851 amended by striking out everything after “Act,” in the last sentence
and inserting in lieu thereof the followmg' “ghall issue interim
reports no later than October 1, 1979, October 1, 1980, and March 30,
1981, shall issue a final report eacribmg the results of such pﬂot
pro_]ects based upon then- operation from their commencement
trongh the el ear cning o o ey
e agencies or ons opera P proj per

centum of all administrative costs involved in such operation.”.
Effective date. (b) The provisions of section 17(b)2) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977
TUSC 2026 note.  for the sharing of administrative costs, as added by subsection (a) of
thassectmn,shallbeeﬁ‘acﬁveonthedateofenactmentoft.bm.&ct

STUDY OF CPI

7 USC 2026. Sec. 133. Section 17 of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, is amended by
@ The Director of the Congressiocal Budget Offce, in consul

“(e) The r i udget in consulta-

tion with the Secretary, the Secretary of Commerce, and the Secre-

tary of Labor, shall review the Consumer Price Index and the various

alternative consumer price or cost-of-living indices, such as the

Personal Consumption Expenditure (PCE) Deflator, to examine the

limitations of each statistical alternative and the factors causing the

various indices to differ with each other and to reflect inconsistencies
with their own prior year indices in measuring the cost-of-living or

the rate of inflation. The study shall seek to determine whether the

Consumer Price Index is the most accurate indexation base for the

food stamp program, or whether an alternative or combination of

alternatives may be the more accurate indexation base to reflect

Results, reportto  consumer prices or in the costs of living. The Director of the

cﬂnsr?mgﬂf Congressional Budget shall report the results of the study to

e the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives and

the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the

Senate, together with such recommendations as the Director deems

appropnate,byFebruaryl 1981.”.
USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS TO INTERFERE WITH PROGRAM

IMPLEMENTATION
gSUSS%t.Zg%S. . Sec. 134. Section 18(a) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended
! y—
e i o (‘}) inserting “(1)” immediately after the subsection designation;
ani
(2) adding at the end thereof a new paragraph (2) as follows:
“(2) No funds authorized t.o priated under this Act or any
other Act of Congress shall g;o person, firm, corporation,
group, or organization atanyt:me duﬂvorm , to interfere

with or impede the implementation of any provision of this Act or any
rule, tion, o tﬁ:o;ect thereunder, except that this limitation
shall not app provision of legal and related assistance in
connection with any proceeding or action before any State or Federal
agencyoreourt.ThePremdentsballenmrethatthmpamgraphls
complied mthbysuchonlsrorotharmeansastherdentdeema
appropria
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ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT OF THE THRIFTY FOOD PLAN
Skc. 185. Section 8(0) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended 7 USC 2012.

(1) striking out “and” before “(4)”’;
(2) inserting “through January 1, 1980,” after “(4)”; and
(3) inserting before the period at the end thereof the following:
“, (5) on January 1, 1981, adjust the cost of such diet to the
nearest dollar increment to reflect changes in the cost of the
thrifty foods‘?lan for the twelve months ending the preceding
September 30, and (6) on January 1, 1982, adjust the cost of such
diet to the nearest dollar increment to reflect changes in the cost
of the thrifty food for the twelve months ending the
receding September 30 and the subsequent three months ending
ll)lecember 31 as projected by the Secretary in light of the best
available data; and, as of every January 1 thereafter, for the nine
months ending the preceding September 30 and the subsequent
three months ending December 31 as projected by the Secretary
in light of the best available data”.

ADJUSTMENTS OF DEDUCTIONS
Skec. 136. Section 5(e) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended 93 Stat. 390.

7 USC 2014,
(1) striking out the comma after “1978” in the second sen Ante, p. 358,
fld;be# inserting “through January 1, 1980,” immediately th‘e“"ee,e_

T
(2) inserting before the Jperiod at the end of the second sentence
the following: “, and, on January 1, 1981, shall be adjusted to the
nearest $5 to reflect such changes for the twelve months ending
the preceding September 30; and, on January 1, 1982, shall be
adjusted to the nearest $5 to reflect such changes for the twelve
a:nlgnths endﬂ;l:g tfilj.eug Decembe?-e 31 r'mm&em&cretar;
ee months en as proj y

in light of the best available data; and, as of every Jan 1
thereafter, for the nine months ending the preceding September
30 and the subsequent three months ending December 31
projected by the Secretary in light of the best available data’’;

(3) striking out “(commencing July 1, 1978)” in clause (2) of the
fourth sentence and inserting in lieu thereof “on July 1, 1978,
and July 1, 1979” in lieu thereof; and

(4) inserting before the period at the end of the fourth sentence
the following: “, on January 1, 1981, adjusted to the nearest $5
increment to reflect such changes for the eighteen-month period
ending the preceding September 30, and, on January 1, 1982,
adjusted to the nearest $5 to reflect such changes for the twelve
months ending the preceding September 30 and the subsequent
three months ending December 31 as projected by the Secretary
in light of the best available data, and, on every January 1
thereafter, adjusted annually to the nearest $5 increment to
reflect such changes for the nine months ending the preceding
September 30 and the subsequent three months ending Decem-
Pd::a 3},1 projected by the Secretary in light of the best available



94 STAT. 370

T USC 2014.

7 USC 2015.

93 Stat. 389.
7 USC 2027.
Ante, p. 368.
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ADJUSTMENT OF POVERTY GUIDELINES

Skc. 137. Sectlonﬁ(c)oftheFoodS Act of 1977 is amended by

striking out everything after “forty-eight contiguous States” and
inserting a period in lieu thereof. i

REDUCTION IN ASSETS LIMITATIONS

Sec. 188. Section 5(g) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 is amended by
striking out “$1,750” and inserting in heu thereof ‘$1,500”

RESTRICTION ON STUDENT PARTICIPATION

Skc. 139. Sechonﬁ(e]oftheFoodStampActoleWmamendedby
w out aﬂ%r “ay” andﬁ?:gd in lieu ttgemof tl;%
owing: “is and mentally e ages
eighteenands?xty &)hmmﬂedatleasthalftlmemanmhtuhonof
higher education, and (8XA) is not employed a minimum of twentz

hours per weekdor does ttht parhclpatelm a fe enlly Paanc

study program during the regular schoo! yearor isno head of

a household (or spouse of such head) co! one or more other
persons who are dependents of that mdiv:d because he or she
supplies more than half of their support, or (C) is not so enrolled as a
resuslgglfﬂ?artmpanon in the work incentive under title IV of
the Security Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 602).”.

Skec. 140. Sechonﬁ(d)oftheFoodStampActole??mamendedby
striking out everything after “person” in the parenthesis in clause
(D) of paragraph (2) and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
‘enrolled in an institution of higher education shall be ineligible to
parﬁmpatemthefood essheorahemeet.sths
requirements of subsection (e) of this section)’

TITLE II—-FOOD STAMP FUNDING

APPROPRIATIONS CEILING

Skc. 201. The first sentence of section 18(a) of the Food Stamp Act of
1977 is amended by—
(lﬂa striking oua;‘:lsﬁ,ISS ,600,000” and inserting “$9,491,000,000”
in lieu
(ﬁ)estrlkjng out “$6,235,900,000” and inserting “$9,789,276,000”
in lieu the;

Approved May 26, 1980.
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