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Public Law 96-448
96th Congress
An Act

To reform the economic regulation of railroads, and for other purposes. _Oct 14, 1980

[S. 1946]
Be it enacted_by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress mﬁﬁﬂ

49 USC 10101
SHORT TITLE note.

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the “Staggers Rail Act of 1980”.
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FINDINGS

49 USC 10101a Skc. 2. The Congress hereby finds that—
wts. (1) historically, railroads were the essential factor in the
national transportation system;
(2) the enactment of the Interstate Commerce Act was essen-
revent an abuse e::f111(:;11-'.'qal_cg‘_oad power by railroads and to
and maintain a national network;
(3) today, most transportation within the United States is
competitive;
(4) many of the Government regulations affecting railroads
have become unnecessary and inefficient;
(5)near1ytwo-th1:dsoftheNahonsm%t is trans-
ported by modes of transportation other than
(G)eammgsbytheraﬂmadmduatryamthalowastofany
transportat!on mode and are insuﬁclent to generate funds for

7}by2985?]therewﬂlbe no‘Fltalahortfa]lmthintheraﬂroad
in ustryofbetweenﬂﬁooo ,000 and $20,000,000,000;

(8) failure to achieve increased earnings within the railroad
industry will result in either further deterioration of the rail
system or the necessity for additional Federal subsidy; and

(9) modernization of economic regulation for the railroad
industry with a greater reliance on the marketplace is essential
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in order to achieve maximum utilization of railroads to save
energy and combat inflation.

GOALS

Skc. 8. The purpose of this Act is to for the restoration, 49 USC 10101a
maintenance, and improvement of the facilities and finan-
clalstabﬂityoftherallsgstemofthe mtedStat.es In order to
achieve this purpose, it is hereby declared that the goals of this Act
are—

(1) to assist the railroads of the Nation in rehabilitating the
rail in order to meet the demands of interstate commerce
ané) g}uonal!'gc?:er:ﬁ’egulatory hcy safi

to reform po S0 a safe,
adequate economical, efficient, cmﬁ;es:{vagle rail
)

(3}toasmattheraﬂsystemtommainviableinthaprivate
sector of the economy;

(4) to provide a regulatory that balances the needs of
carriers, shippers, and the public; and

(5) to assist in the rehabilitation and financing of the rail
system.

TITLE I—RAIL TRANSPORTATION POLICY

RAIL TRANSPORTATION POLICY

SEc. 101. (a) Chapter 101 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 10101 the following new section:

“§10101a. Rail transportation policy 49 USC 10101a.

“In regulating the railroad industry, it is the policy of the United
States Government—

“(1) to allow, to the maximum extent possible, competition and
the demand for services to establish reasonable rates for trans-
portation by rail;
the Tal B e SoD e

on m air an
tious regulatory decisions when regulation is required;

“(3) to promota a safe and efficient rail transportation system

rail carriers to earn adequate revenues, as deter-
e Interstate Commerce Commission;

“(4) to ensure the development and continuation of a sound rail
transportation ?gatem with effective competition among rail
carriers and with other modes, to meet the needs of the public
and the national defense;

“(5) to foster sound economic conditions in transportation and
to ensure effective competition and coordination between rail
carriers and other modes;

“(6) to maintain reasonable rates where there is an absence of
effective competition and where rail rates provide revenues
which exceed the amount necessary to maintain the rail system
and to attract capital;

1;h:;("r') muce regulatory barriers to entry into and exit from

“(8) to operate transportation facilities and equipment without
detriment to the public health and safety;
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Ante, p. 1897.

49 USC 10701a.

49 USC 10501.

49 USC 10709.

Post, p. 1901.

“(9) to cooperate with the States on transportation matters to
assure that intrastate regulatory jurisdiction is exercised in
accordance with the standards established in this subtitle;

“(10) to encourage honest and efficient management of rail-
roads and, in particular, the elimination of noncompensatory
rates for rail transportation;

“(11) to require rail carriers, to the maximum extent practica-
ble, to rely on individual rate increases, and to limit the use of
mc:('tleg;ses of general apfgll;cabﬂxty, s sk 1

“(12) to encourage wages an e and suitable working
conditions in the railroad industry;

‘(13) to prohibit predator{etpncmg and practices, to avoid
undue concentrations of market power and to prohibit unlawful
discrimination;

“(14) to ensure the availability of accurate cost information in
regulatory jyrooeedmga while minimizing the burden on rail
carriers of developing and maintaining the capability of provid-
mg such mformatlon and

‘(15) to encourage and promote energy conservation.”

(b) Section 10101(a) of tltle 49, United States Code, is amended by
out “To ensure” and msertmg in lieu thereof “Except where
policy an im on rail carriers, in which case the principles of
section 10101a of this title shall govern, to ensure”.
(c) The section analysis of chapter 101 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 10101
the following new item:

“10101a. Rail transportation policy.”.

TITLE II—RAILROAD RATES AND INTER-CARRIER
PRACTICES

REGULATION OF RAILROAD RATES

Sec. 201. (a) Subchapter I of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after section 10701 the following new
section:

“§10701a. Standards for rates for rail carriers

"(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) or (c) of this section and
eﬂs a rate is prohibited by a provision of this title, a rail carrier
transportation subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate
Eommerce Commission under subchapter I of chapter 105 of this title
may establish any rate for transportation or other service provided
by the carrier.

“(b)1) If the Commission determines, under section 10709 of this
title, that a rail carrier has market dominance over the transporta-
tion to which a particular rate applies, the rate established by such
carrier for such transportation must be reasonable.

“(2) In any proceeding to determine the reasonableness of a rate
described in paragraph (1) of this subsection—

“(A) shipper challenging such rate shall have the burden of
pmvmg that such rate is not reasonable if—

(i) such rate (I) is authorized under section 10707a of this
title, and (II) results in a revenue-variable cost percentage
for the transportation to which the ra be&:phes that is less
than the lesser of the percentages described in clauses (i) and
(ii) of section 10707a(e)(2)XA) of this title; or
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“(ii) such rate does not meet the description set forth in
clause (i) of this subparagraph, but the Commission does not
begin an investigation pr ing under section 10707 of this 49 USC 10707.
title to determine whether such rate is reasonable; and
“(B) the rail carrier establishing the challenged rate shall have
the burden of proving that such rate is reasonable if—
“(i) such rate (I) is greater than that authorized under
section 10707a of this title, or (II) results in a revenue- PFost, p. 1901
variable cost percentage for the transportation to which the
rate applies that is equal to or greater than the lesser of the
percentages described in clauses (i) and (i) of section
10707a(eX2)(A) of this title; and
“(ii) the Commission begins an investigation proceedin
under section 10707 of this title to determine whether suc
rate is reasonable.
“(3) In determining whether a rate established by a rail carrier is
reasonable for purposes of this section, the Commission shall recog-
nize the policy of this title that rail carriers shall earn adequate
revenues, as established by the Commission under section 10704(aX2)
of this title. Post, p. 1906.
“(cX1) A rate for transportation or other service provided by a rail
carrier subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under sub-
chapter I of chapter 105 of this title may not be established below a 4% USC 10501.
reasonable minimum. Any rate for transportation by such a rail
carrier that does not contribute to the going concern value of such
carrier is presumed to be not reasonable. A rate that contributes to
the going concern value of such carrier is conclusively presumed not
to be below a reasonable minimum.
“(2) A rate for transportation by a rail carrier that equals or
exceeds the variable cost of providing the transportation is conclu-
sively presumed to contribute to the going concern value of such rail

carrier.

“(8XA) Upon the filing of a complaint alleging that a rate is in
violation ofpo this subsection, the Co:nmissionesiﬂgﬁ take final action
thereon by the 90th day after the date such complaint is filed.

“(B) If the Commission determines, based on the record after
gﬁportunity for a hearing, that a rate is in violation of this subsection,

e Commission shall order such rate to be raised, but only to the
minimum level required by this subsection. The complainant shall
have the burden of proving that such rate is in violation of this
subsection.

“(4XA) For purposes of this subsection, variable costs shall be
determined under formulas or procedures prescribed or certified by
the Commission.

“(B) In the determination of variable costs for ﬁlé;poses of mini-
mum rate regulation, the Commission shall, on application of the rail
carrier proposing the rate, determine only the costs of such carrier
and only those costs of the specific service in question unless the
gpemﬁc /information is not available. The Commission may not
include in such variable costs an expense that does not vary directly
with the level of transportation provided under the proposed rate.”.

(bX1) Section 10701(a) of title 49, United States e, is amended—

(A) by inserting “(other than a rail rate)” immediately after “A
rate” in the first sentence;
(B) by inserting “(including a rail carrier)” immediately after
“such a carrier” in the second sentence thereof; and
(C) by inserting “(including rail carriers)” immediately after
“those carriers” in the third sentence thereof.
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Repeal.

Definitions.

Ante, p. 1895.

Cost recovery
percentage.

Revenue-
variable cost
percentage.
Ante, p. 1916.

(2) Section 10701(b) of title 49, United States Code, is repealed.

(3) The section analys:s of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately below the item relating to
section 10701 the following new item:

#10701a. Standards for rates for rail carriers.”.

DETERMINATION OF MARKET DOMINANCE

Sec. 202. Section 10709 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:
“(d)(1) In this subsection—

“(A) ‘fixed and variable cost’ means all cost incurred by rail
carriers in the transportation of freight, but limiting the return
on equity capital to a rate equal to the embedded cost of debt.

“(BXi) ‘cost recovery percentage’ means the lowest revenue-
variable cost “fercentage which, if all movements that produced
revenues resulting in revenue-variable cost percentages in excess
of the cost recovery percentage are deemed to have produced only
revenues resulting in the cost recovery percentage, would pro-
duce revenues which would be equal, when combined with total
revenues produced by all other traffic transported by rail carrier,

to the total fixed and variable cost of the transportation of all
t:rai;ﬁ(): lt?y rail carrier. ra s

“(i1) for purposes of determining cost recovery percentage
only, ‘revenue-variable cost percentage’ means l;.yne tt]hotxent
expressed as a percentage figure, obtained by dividing
revenues produced by the transportation of all traffic received by
rail carriers for rail transportation by the total variable cost of

such transportation.
“2) In a determination under this section, the Commission
shall find that rail carrier establishing the chaile; rate does
not have market dominance over the transportation to which the rate

applies if such rail carrier proves that the rate charged results in a
:g;gnue—vanable cost percentage for such transportation that is less
“(A) 160 percent during the period beginning on the effective
iigg? of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 and ending September 30,
“(B) 165 percent during the period beginning October 1, 1981,
and(g)n 170 Septemger e lig:lszpe iod beginning October 1, 1982
il percent during the peri rl, »

and ending September 30, 1983;
“(D) 175 percent or the cost mcuve ﬁ , whichever is
less, di the o o | 3 and ending

Se}‘)tem : and

, during each 12-month period
begm.mng on or after ber ltﬂggtl

For purposes of sub]wphs D) and (E) of this paragraph, the cost
recovery percen?a in no event be less than a revenue-variable
cost percentage of 170 percent or more than a revenue-variable cost
percentage of 180 percent.

“(3) For purposes of determining the revenue-variable cost percent-
age for a particular trans O?Urtatwn, variable costs shall be determined
pursuant to section 10705a(m)1) of this title, with adjustments
specified by the Commission. Arallcamermaymeetlta urden of
proof under this subsection g establishing its variable costs in
accordance with such section 10705a(m)(1), but a shipper may rebut
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that showing by evidence of such , and in accordance with such
burden of , as the Commission shall prescribe. :

‘“(4) A ing by the Commission that a rate charged by a rail
carrier results in a revenue-variable cost percentage for the transpor-
tation to which the rate applies that is equal to m than the
applicable percentage under ph (2) of this ion does not
establish a presumption that (A) such rail carrier has or does not have
market dominance over such transportation, or (B) the proposed rate

or does not exceed a reasonable maximum.

“(5)(A) Within 180 days after the effective date of the Staggers Rail Cost recovery
Act of 1980 and on an annual basis thereafter, the Commission shall Ppercentages.
determine the cost recovery percentage for the transportation of all 4n p- 189.
traffic received by rail carriers. The Commission shall make such
determination after considering each individual revenue-variable
cost percentage resulting from the revenues and costs of a valid and
reliagle statistical sample of all movements of commodities trans-
ported by class I rail carriers during the most recent calendar year for
which such information is available.

“(B) If, on the basis of calculations under subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph, the Commission determines that revenues earned by all
class I rail carriers during the previous calendar year do not exceed
the fixed and variable costs of such carriers, then the cost recovery
percentage for purposes of this section shall be deemed to be equal to
the cost recovery percen last determined by the Commission.

“(C) The Commission , in its annual report submitted to the
Congress under section 10311 of this title, set forth the cost recovery 49 USC 10311
percentage determined for that year under subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph.”.

ZONE OF RATE FLEXIBILITY

Sec. 203. (a) Subchapter I of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Codg, is amended by inserting after section 10707 the following new
section:

“§10707a. Zone of rail carrier rate flexibility 49 USC 10707a.
“(a) In this section—
“(1XA) ‘base rate’ means, with to the transportation of “Base rate.”

a particular commodity (i) for the 24-month period beginning on
October 1, 1980, the rate in effect on October 1, 1980, (ii) for the
24-month period beginning on October 1, 1982, the rate in effect
on October 1, 1982, and (iii) for the 5-year period beginning on
October 1, 1984, and for each subsequent 5-year period, the rate
in effect on the first day of the applicable 5-year period.

“(B) If no rate exists for the transportation of a particular
commodity on October 1, 1980, the base rate for the transporta-
tion of such commodity shall be the rate established by the rail
carrier (divided by the latest rail cost adjustment factor pub-
lished by the Commission), unless such rate is found to be
unreasonable by the Commission, in which case the base rate
shall be the rate authorized by the Commission (divided by the
latest rail cost adjustment factor published by the Commission).

“(2)A) ‘adjusted base rate’ means the base rate for the trans- ‘“Adjusted base
portation of a particular commodity multiplied by the latest rail rate
:ﬁlgts adjus!:melr:t factor published by the Commission pursuant to

ph. .

_“(B) Commencing with the fourth quarter of 1980, the Commis- Rail cost
sion shall, as often as practicable but in no event less often than §djustment

actor.
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Rate increase.

49 USC 10501.
49 USC 10709.

49 USC 10706.
49 USC 10712

Ante, p. 1895.

uarterly, publish a rail cost adjustment factor which shall be a

raction, the numerator of which is the latea:fublisned Index of
Railroad Costs (which index shall be compiled or verified by the
Commission, with appropriate adjustments to reflect the chang-
ing composition of railroad costs, including the guality and mix
of material and labor), and the denominator of which is the same
index for the fourth quarter of 1980, or for the fourth quarter of
1982 or for the fourt% quarter of every fifth year thereafter, as

ap riate.
"(l:l)({])ro cept as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a rail
carrier provitging transportation subjeect to the jurisdiction of the
Interstate Commerce Commission under subchapter I of chapter 1056
of this title may increase any rate over which the Commission has
jurisdiction under section 10709 of this title so long as the increased
rate is not ter than the adjusted base rate for the transportation
involved, plus any rate increases implemented under subsection (c) or
(d) of this section. . : :

“(2) A rate increase authorized under this subsection may not be
founld eﬁo exceed a reasonable maximum for the transportation
involved.

“(8) A rail carrier may not increase a rate under this subsection to
the extent that the cost increases to such carrier due to inflation are
recovered through (A) general rate increases pursuant to section
10706 of this title, or (B) inflation-based rate increases under section
10‘?{12;(? this title tggpll%_cabie ttk? that Dr;te. g i

“(c)1) During month period beginning on the effective date
of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 and during each of the 3 succeeding
12-month periods, a rail carrier may, in addition to rate increases
authorized under subsection (b) of this section, increase any rate over
which the Commission has jurisdiction under section 10709 of this
title by an annual amount of not more than 6 percent of the adjusted
base rate, except that in no event shall the total increase under this
subsection result in a rate which is more than 118 percent of the
adjusted base rate.

‘(2X(A) If any portion of a rate increase under this subsection is not
implemented in the year in which it is authorized, such portion may,
except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, be imple-
mented only in the next succeeding year.

“(B) If any portion of the total rate increase authorized under this
subsection is not implemented by the end of the 4-year period
beginning on the effective date of the S rs Rail Act of 1980, such
portion may be implemented in the next 2 succeeding years, except
that in no event may a rail carrier increase a rate under this
subsection or under subsection (d) of this section in either of such 2
succeeding years by an annual amount of more than 10 percent of the
adjusted base rate. . : . .

‘dX1) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection,
during the 12-month period beginning on ber 1, 1984, and during
each succeeding 12-month period, a rail carrier may, in addition to
rate increases under subsection (b) of this section, increase any rate
over which the Commission has jurisdiction under section 10709 of
this title by an annual amount of not more than 4 percent of the
ad,justed base rate.

‘(2) No portion of any rate increase under this subsection which is
not implemented in the year in which it is authorized may be
implemented in any other year.

(3XA) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a rail
carrier proposing fo increase a single line rate if such carrier earns
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adequate revenues, as determined by the Commission under section
107934(111(2] of this title. _ Post, p. 1906.

‘“(B) The Commission shall, after a hearing on the record, prescribe Joiﬂt rates,
such rules with respect to joint rates as necessary to ensure that rail ™
carriers which earn adequate revenues, as determined under section
10704(a)?2) of this title, do not receive the rate increases authorized by
this subsection unless the Commission determines that it is unable to
prescribe such rules without precluding rail carriers not earnin
adequate revenues from receiving the rate increases authorlzeg‘
under this subsection.

‘“e)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10707 of this title, 49 USC 10707.
in the case of any rate increase by a rail carrier that is authorized
under subsection (¢) or (d) of this section—

“(A)i) the Commission may not suspend such rate increase
pending final Commission action; and
“(ii) except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the
Commission may not begin an investigation proceeding under
section 10707 of this title with respect to the reasonableness of
such rate increase; but
*(B) an interested party may file a complaint under section
11701(b) of this title alleging that such rate increase violates the 49 USC 11701
provisions of this subtitle.
In considering any complaint challenging a rate increase that is
authorized under subsection (c) of this section and that results in a
revenue-variable cost percentage that is less than the lesser of the
&ﬁentages described in clauses (i) and (ii) o;‘ﬂ%aragraph (2)(A), the
mission shall, in determining the reasonableness of such rate
increase, give due consideration to whether the carrier proposing the
rate increase has attained uate revenues, as determined by the
Commission under section 10704(a)2) of this title, giving regard to
preventing a carrier with adequate revenues from realizing excessive
profits on the traffic involved and also the policy of bringing to an
adequate level the revenues of carriers not having an adequate
revenue level.

“(2(A) If a rate increase authorized under this section in any year
results in a revenue-variable cost percentage for the transportation to
which the rate applies that is equal to or greater than—

“(i) 20 percentage points above the revenue-variable cost per-
centage applicable in that year under section 10709(d) of this
title; or Ante, p. 1900,
“(i1) a revenue-variable cost percentage of 190 percent,
whichever is less, the Commission may, on its own initiative, or on
complaint of an interested party, begin an investigation proceeding to
determine whether the ]l:ro rate increase violates this subtitle.

“(B) In determining whether to investigate or not to investigate any
proposed rate increase that results in a revenue-variable cost percent-
age for the transportation to which the rate applies that is equal to or
Fx:eater than the lesser of the percentages described in clauses (i) and
ii) of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (without regard to whether
such rate increase is authorized under this section), the Commission
shall set forth its reasons therefor, giving due consideration to the
following factors:

“(1) the amount of traffic which is transported at revenues
which do not contribute to going concern value and efforts made
to minimize such traffic;

“(ii) the amount of traffic which contributes only marginally to
fixed costs and the extent to which, if any, rates on such traffic
can be changed to maximize the revenues from such traffic; and

79-194 O—81—pt. 2—40: QL3
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Ante, p. 1897.

49 USC 10704.

Rail carrier rate
increases.

49 USC 10707a
note.

Ante, p. 1898,

Ante, p. 1900.

“(iii) the impact of the proposed rate or rate increase on the
attainment of the national energy goals and the rail transporta-
tion policy under section 10101a of this title, taking into account
the railroads’ role as a primary source of energy transportation
and the need for a sound rail transportation system in accord-
:l;zlce with the revenue adequacy goals of section 10704 of this

e.
This subparagraph shall not be construed to change existing law with
regard to the nonreviewability of such determination.
(C) In determining whether a rate is reasonable, the Commission
shall consider, among other factors, evidence of the following:

“(i) the amount of traffic which is transported at revenues
which do not contribute to going concern value and efforts made
to minimize such traffic;

“(ii) the amount of traffic which contributes only marginally to
fixed costs and the extent to which, if any, rates on such traffic
can be changed to maximize the revenues from such traffic; and

“(iii) the carrier’s mix of rail traffic to determine whether one
commodity is paying an unreasonable share of the carrier’s
overall revenues.

“(f) In any pr ing under this section, evidence of the underly-
ing rail carrier rate is admissible.

‘(g) A finding by the Commission that a rate increase exceeds the
increase authorized under this section does not establish a presump-
tion that (1) the rail carrier proposing such rate increase has or does
not have market dominance over the transportation to which the rate
applies, or (2) the proposed rate exceeds or does not exceed a
reasonable maximum.

“(h) The authorit¥ of the Commission to determine and ]i,r:scribe
reasonable rules, classifications, and practices may not used,
directly or indirectly, to limit the rates which rail carriers are
otherwise authorized to establish under this subtitle.”.

(b) The section analysis of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 10707 the following new item:

“10707a. Zone of rail carrier rate flexibility.”.

(c)(1) Any rail carrier rate which increased over 70 percent between
1976 and 1979 inclusive for the transportation, in shipper owned
equipment over a distance exceeding 1,550 miles between points
within the United States, of coal pursuant to a tariff calling for an
annual volume of more than 2,000,000 tons per year purchased by a
municipally owned utility for the generation of electric power under
a 20-year purchase agreement entered into by such utility in the year
1974 shalf not be increased so long as coal is purc under such
original agreement, except that—

(A) during the period beginning October 1, 1980, and ending
September 30, 1987, the Interstate Commerce Commission may
permit increases in such rate which result in a revenue-variable
cost percentage of not more than 162 percent; and

(B) after October 1, 1987, such rate shall be subject to section
10701a of title 49, United éttfotas (f:ogfj and rela mpmvisionmf
such title governing regulation of rail carrier rates, except that
until such rate resﬁits in a revenue-variable cost percentage that

is %ual to or lg‘eat’,er than the revenue-variable cost percentage
applicable under section 10709(d) of such title, such rate may not
be increased more than 4 percent, in addition to inflation, in any
year.
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(2) Neither the provisions of this subsection nor any rate subject to
this subsection shall be aqvtgfw'ble as gzlhden::ﬂor consxdemretg t.lﬂa :ny
way in any proceedmg involving any carrier is
commenced to determine market dominance under section 10709 of
title 49, United States Code, or to determine reasonableness under
section 10701a of such title. Ante, p. 1898,

TRANSPORTATION OF RECYCLABLE MATERIALS

Sec. 204. Section 10731 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title or other
law, within 90 days after the effective date of the Staggers Act of
1980, all rail carriers providing transportation subject to the unsdw-
tion of the Commission under subchapter Iof chatgter 105 of t]:us title 49 USC 10501.
shall take all actions necessary to reduce and thereafter maintain
rates for the transportation of recyclable or recycled materials, other
than recyclable or recycled iron or steel, at revenue-to-variable cost
ratio levels that are equal to or less than the average revenue-to-
variable cost ratio that rail carriers would be required to realize,
under honest, economical, and efficient management, in order to
cover total operating expenses, including depreciation and obsoles-
cence, plus a reasonable and economic profit or return (or both) on
capital employed in the business sufficient to attract and retain
capital in amounts adequate to provide a sound transportation
system in the United States. As long as any such rate equals or
exceeds such average revenue-to-variable cost ratio established by
the Commission, such rate shall not be required to bear any further
rate increase. The Commission shall have jurisdiction to issue all
orders necessary to enforce the requirements of this subsection.”.

RATE REGULATION PROCEEDINGS; ADEQUATE REVENUES

Sec. 205. (aX1) The Interstate Commerce Commission shall com- 49 USC 10701a
mence a proceeding for purposes of determining whether, and to ™'
what extent, tlpmduct competition should be considered in
under subtitle IV of title 49, United States Code, to determine the 49 USC 10101.
reasonableness of rail carrier rates. The Commission shall complete

proceeding under this subsection within 230 days aﬁ;er the
eﬁ'ectwe date of this Act.

(2)(A) For purposes of this subsection, the term “product competi- “Product
tion"” means the availability to a consignee, at a competitive delivered Ccompetition.
cost and in sufficient quantities, of products or commodities which
are of the same type as the commodity or product to which the rate in
question applies, without to whether such products or com-
modities are available from the same or a different origin as those to
which the rate applies.

(B) In determining the availability of alternative sources of a

particular commodity for purposes of this subsection, such commod-
lt must be capable, by reason of similar speCLﬁcatclons of being

ectively utilized by the consignee.

(C) In determining the availability of alternative sources of coal for
purposes of this subsection, such coal must be capable, by reason of

ar specifications such as Btu's, sulfur content, and ash content,
of bemg effectively utilized by the consignee.

(D) For purposes of this subsection, any coal imported in the United
States for the generation of electricity by utilities shall not be taken
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into account in the determination of whether coal is available to a
consignee from another source.

(3XA) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as requiring the
Commission to modify its standards for the determination of the
reasonableness of rail carrier rates under existing law and

ures.

(B) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as altering the
meaning, use, or interpretation by the Commission, the courts, or any
party of the term “market dominance”, as defined in section 10709(a)
of tug: 49, U:lnet;;i Sm C{()%e The enactment of this subsecnolz’:ly shall
not be consi y the Commission in any p roeeedmg, or by any
eourt on an appeal from that or any other prooeed.lng determine

per scope of the term “market dominance” or whether there is
mar t dominance over the transportation to which any particular
rate apphee.

(b)(1) Section 10704(a)(2) of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by mtsi;;t,l,ng “and revise as necessary”’ immediately after “shall
main’ !

(2) Section 10704(a) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new paragraphs:

“(3) The Commission shall conclude a proceeding under ph
(2) of this subsection within 180 days the effective date of the
Staggers Rail Act of 1980 and thereafter as necessary.

“(4) On the basis of the standards and procedures under paragra tgh
(2) of this subsection, the Commission shall within 180 days after
effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 and on an annual
basis thereafter, determine which rail carriers are earning adequate
revenues.”.

INFLATION-BASED RATE INCREASES

Skc. 206. (a) Subchapter I of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
%@, is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
10n:

“§10712, Inflation-based rate increases

“(a) The Commission may, on a uarterly basis and consistent with
the rail transportation policy orth in section 1010ia of this title,
prescribe a percentage rate mcrease or rate index for rail carriers in
order to compensate for inflationary cost increases. Such percentage
rate increase or rate index may be applicable on an industry-wide,
territory-wide, or carrier-by-carrier basis.

“(b) Within 60 days after the date the Commission prescribes a
percentage rate increase or rate index under subeechon (a) of this
section, each rail carrier or group of rail carriers shall notify the
Commission of angerate or group of rates which such carrier or
carriers intend to be excluded from the application of such percent-
age rate increase or rate index.

*“(c) For purposes of this section, a percentage rate index may
permit rate increases within a speci range to allow carriers to
recover a total revenue increase specified by the Commisaion as
necessary to compensate for inflationary cost increases.’

(b) The section analysis for chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended b{ inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 10711 the following new 1tem

“10712. Inflation-based rate increases.”
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INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF RATES

Sec. 207. (a) Section 10707(bX1) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows: : )
“(b)1) The Commission must complete a proceeding under this
section and make its final decision by the end of the 5th month after
the rate, classification, rule, or practice was to become effective,
except that if the Commission reports to the Congress by the end of
such 5th month that it cannot make a final decision by that time and
explains the reason for the delay, it may take an additional 3 months
to complete the proceeding and make its final decision. If the
Commission does not reach a final decision within the applicable time
period, the rate, classification, rule, or practice—
“(A) is effective at the end of that time period; or
“(B) if already in effect at the end of that time period, remains

effect.”

(b) Sectmn 10707(c) of title 49, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

“(c)(1) The Commission may not suspend a proposed rate, classifica-
tion, rule, or practice during the course of a Commission proceem
under this section unless it appears from the specific facts shown by
the verified statement of a person that—

“(A) it is substantially likely that the protestant will prevail on
the merits;
“(B) without suspension, the proposed rate change will cause
substantlal m,}ury to the protestant or the party represented by
rotestant; and
C) because of the peculiar economic circumstances of the
protestant, the provisions of subsection (d) of this section do not
rotect the protestant.

“(2) The burden shall be on the protestant to prove the matters
described in aph (1) (A), (B), and (C) of this subsection.”.

(c) Section 10707(d) of title 49, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

“(d)(1) If the Commission does not suspend a proposed rate increase
under subsection (c) of this section, the Commission shall require the
rail carrier to account for all amounts received under the increase
until the Commission completes its proceedings under subsection (b)
of this section. The accounting shall specify by whom and for whom
the amounts are paid. When the Commission takes final action, it
shall require the carrier to refund to the person for whom the
amounts were paid that part of the increased rate found to be
unreasonable, plus interest at a rate equal to the average yield (on
the date the statement is filed) of marketable securities of the United
States Government having a duration of 90 days

“(2) If a rate is suspen :ied under subsectlon (c) of this section and
any portion of such rate is later found to be reasonable under this
title, the carrier shall collect from each person using the transporta-
tion to which the rate applies the difference between the original rate
and the portion of the suspended rate found to be reasonable for any
services performed during the period of suspension, plus interest at a
rate equal to the average yield (on the date the statement is filed) of
marketable securities of the United States Government having a
duration of 90 days, except that this aph shall not apply to
general rate increases under section 10 06 this title. 49 USC 10706.

“(3) If any portion of a proposed rate decrease is suspended under
subsection (c) of this section and later found to be reasonable under
this title, the rail carrier may refund any part of the portion of the
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decrease found to comply with this title if the carrier makes the
refund available to each shipper who participated in the rate, in
accordance with the relative amount of such shipper’s traffic trans-
ported at such rate.

“(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10741 or section
10761 of this title, the Commission shall, by rule, establish standards
and procedures permitting a rail carrier to waive the collection of
amounts d,l’.le under this subsection if such amounts are not

significant.”.
(d) Section 10707(e) of title 49, United States Code, is repealed.
CONTRACTS

Sec. 208. (a) Subchapter I of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, as amended by this Act, is further amended by adding at the
end thereof the following new section:

“§10713. Contracts

“(a) One or more rail carriers providing transportation subject to
the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission under sub-
chapter I of chapter 105 of this title may enter into a contract with
one or more purchasers of rail services to Erovide specified services
under specified rates and conditions. Such a rail carrier may not
enter into a contract with purchasers of rail service except as
provided in this section.

“(b) Each contract entered into under this section shall be filed
with the Commission, ﬁthar with a summary of the contract
containing such nonconfidential information as the Commission
prescribes. The Commission shall publish special tariff rules for such
contracts in order to assure that the essential terms of the contract
are available to the ﬁfeneral public in tariff format.

“(c) A contract filed under this section shall be approved by the
Commission, as provided in subsection (e) of this section, unless the
Commission determines in a proceeding under subsection (d) of this
section that such contract is in violation of this section.

“(d)X1) No later than 30 days after the date of filing of a contract
under this section, the Commission may, on its own initiative or on
complaint, begin a proceeding to review such contract on the grounds
described in this su on.
iyttt g s iemittive) ChepimoditiusGlastading fsseey producis

ransportation commodities (inc orest produc
and paper), a mm;E:ﬂ?.lgi‘;1 may be filed—

‘i) by a svl-;a;ﬂper only on the grounds that such shipper
individually will be harmed because the proposed contract
unduly impairs the ability of the contracting carrier or carriers
to meet their common carrier obligations to the complainant
uqt‘:}et)' Bectlb ion 111(5 Ofthitshiitle; or S g P S 0 T

ii) by a only on un su indivi
will be yhar‘::;td 4 use thgrgropmed contmgto will result irjlr
unreasonable discrimination against such port.

“(B) In the case of a contract for the transportation of agricultural
commodities (including forest products and paper), in addition to the
grounds for a complaint described in subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph, a complaint may be filed by a shipper on the grounds that
such shipper individually will be harmed because—

"(Ii7) the rail carrier has unreasonably discriminated by refusing
to enter into a contract with such shipper for rates and services
for the transportation of the same type of commodity under
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similar conditions to the contract at issue, and that shipper was
ready, willing, and able to enter into such a contract at a time
essentially contemporaneous with the period during which the
contract at issue was offered; or
“(ii) the proposed contract constitutes a destructive competi-
B o iRt Gl ol ()t hla sbpenaipnpi: e
n a rmination under clause 8 agra
Commission shall consider the difference between contract m&a and
published single car rates. ’

“(C) For purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘unreasonable dis- ‘Unreasonable
crimination’ has the same meaning as such term has under section discrimination.
10741 of this title. 49 USC 10741.

“(3XA) Within 30 days after the date a proceeding is commenced
under paragraph (1) of this subsection, or within such shorter time
period after such date as the Commission may establish, the Commis-
sion shall determine whether the contract that is the subject of such

prooeedi.lzﬁ is in violation of this section.
“(B) If the Commission determines, on the basis of a complaint filed Rates and
under ph (2XB)i) of this subsection, that the grounds for a Service
eomplaimbed in such h have been established with
respect to a carrier, the Commission , subject to the provisions of
this section, order such carrier to provide rates and service substan-
tially similar to the contract at issue with such differentials in terms
and conditions as are justified by the evidence. ]
‘“le) Approval of a contract filed under this section shall be Effective dates.
effective—
“(1) on the date the Commission expressly a groves such
contract, but in no event before the end of the 30-day period
beginning on the date such contract is filed or after the end of the
60-day period beginning on such date; or
“(2) if the Commission has not disapproved such contract by
the end of the 60-day period beginning on the date such contract
is filed, at the end of such period.
“(f) The Commission may limit right of a rail carrier to enter Future
into future contracts under this section following a determination contracts.
that additional contracts would impair the ability of the rail carrier
to fulfill its common carrier obligations under section 11101 of this
title. 49 USC 11101
“(g) The Commission may not require a rail carrier to violate the
terms of a contract that has been approved under this section, except
to the extent necessary to comply with section 11128 of this title. 49 USC 11128.
“(h) A party to a contract entered into under this section shall have
no duty in connection with services provided under such contract
other than those duties specified by the terms of the contract.
“(iX1) A contract that is approved by the Commission under this
section, and transportation under such contract, shall not be subject
to this subtitle, and may not be subsequently challenged before the
Commission or in any court on the grounds that such contract
violates a provision of this subtitle.
“(2) The exclusive remedy for any alleged breach of a contract
entered into under this section shall be an action in an appropriate
State court or United States district court, unless the parties other-
wise :
“G) %ﬁe provisions of this section shall not affect the status of any
la contract between a rail carrier and one or more purchasers of
rail service that is in effect on the effective date of the rs Rail
Act of 1980. Any such contract shall hereafter have the same force Ante, p. 1895.
and effect as if it had been entered into in accordance with the
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provisions of this section. Nothing in this section shall affect the
ights of the parties to challenge the existence of such a contract.
‘(k)1) Any rail carrier may, in accordance with the terms of this
section, enter into contracts for the transportation of agricultural
commodities (including forest products and paper) involving the
utilization of carrier owned or leased equipment not in excess of 40
t of the capacity of such carrier’s owned or leased egtﬁpment
major car type (plain boxcars, covered hopper cars, gondolas and
open top hoppers, coal cars, bulkhead flatcars, pulpwood rackears,
and ﬂa&ed equipment, including TOFC/COFC), except that in the
case of a contract between a class I carrier and a shipper
originating an average of 1,000 cars or more per year during the prior
8- period by major car on a particular carrier, not more than
percent of carrier or leased equipment utilized on the
average during the prior 3-year period may be used for such contract
without prior authorization by the Commission.

“(2) The Commission may, on request of a rail carrier or other party
or on its own ini such relie m the ons

its initiative, grant such relief from the limitations of
paragrﬁah (1) of this subsection as the Commission considers appro-
priate, if it appears that additional equipment may be made available
without impairing the rail carrier’s ability to meet its common
carrier obligations under section 11101 of this title.

(1) Service under a contract a%%rovad under this section shall be
deemed to be a separate and distinct class of service, and the

pment used in the fulfillment of such a contract shall not be
subject to car service decisions under section 11123 of this title.

“(m) The Commission shall establish a railroad contract rate

visory service. The advisory service shall—

“(1) compile and disseminate to interested parties nonconfiden-
tial summaries of the provisions of individual contract informa-
tion relating to the provisions of contracts entered into under
this section with regard to various goods, items, and commodities
covered by such contracts;

“(2) provide the Commission and interested parties with advice
regarding contracts; and

(3) assess the impact on competition among shippers of
variations between contract rates for various shipments and the
published single car rates, and submit a report on such impact to
the Congress not later than 90 days after the effective date of the
Staggers Rail Act of 1980.”.

(b) The section analysis for chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 10712, as added by this Act, the following new item:

“10713. Contracts.”.
DEMAND SENSITIVE RATES

Sec. 209. Section 10727 of title 49, United States Code, and the item
relating to such section in the section analysis for chapter 107 of such
title, are repealed.

PHASEOUT OF CAPITAL INCENTIVE RATES

Skc. 210. (a) Section 10729 of title 49, United States Code, and the
item relating to such section in the section analysis of chapter 107 of
such title, are repealed.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any rate estab-
lished by a rail carrier under section 10729 of title 49, United States
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Code, prior to the effective date of this Act shall remain in effect in
accordance with its terms, but for no longer than 5 years after the
date it became effective, unless the parties otherwise agree. However, Rate revision.
the Interstate Commerce Commission may, during the period such a
rate is in effect, order such rate revised to a level equal to the

incremental cost of providing the transportation if the Commission
finds that the level then in effect reduces the going concern value of
the rail carrier.

PERMISSIVE LIMITED LIABILITY RATES

Skc. 211. (a) Section 10730(a) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by inserting “and excluding any rail carrier” immediately
after “motor common carrier of property’’.

(b) Section 10730 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(c) A rail carrier providing transportation or service subject to the
jurisdiction of the Commission under subchapter I of chapter 105 of
this title may establish rates for transportation of property under 49 USC 10501.
which the liability of the carrier for such pro is limited to a
value established by written declaration of the shipper or by a
written agreement between the shipper and the carrier, and may
provide in such written declaration or agreement for specified
amounts to be deducted from any claim against the carrier for loss or
damage to the property or for delay in the transportation of such

property.”.
(c) Section 11707(d) of title 49, United States Code, is amended—
(1) by inserting “(1)” immediately after “(d)”’;
(2) by inserting “(other than a rail carrier)” immediately after
“delivering carrier’”’; and
(3) by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:
“(2XA) A civil action under this section may only be brought—
“(i) against the originating rail carrier, in the judicial district
in which the point of origin is located;
! “(i{l)iflnst the delivering rail carrier, in the judicial district
inw tl‘xeprmtgl‘faltﬁl:mofbusinessofthepemnb'
the action is located if the delivering carrier operates a rai
or a route through such judicial district, or in the judicial district
in which the point of destination is located; and
“(iil) against the carrier alleged to have caused the loss or
damage, in the judicial district in which such loss or damage is
alleged to have occurred.

“(B) A civil action under this section may be brought in a United
States district court or in a State court.

“(C) In this section, ‘judicial district’ means (i) in the case of a “Judicial
United States district court, a judicial district of the United States, district.
and (ii) in the case of a State court, the ap‘plieable geographic area
over which such court exercises jurisdiction.”.

(d) Within one year after the effective date of this Act, the Attom? Investigation;
General and the Interstate Commerce Commission shall independ- FPort 1o
ently mvestlfute whether rail carriers should continue to be sﬁct 49 USC 11707
to section 11707 of title 49, United States Code, and submit a report to note.
the Congress setting forth recommendations to Congress for appro-

te legislative action. Each such investigation shall address the

185Ues:
(1) Whether, in the case of traffic with respect to which rail
carriers do not have market dominance, such carriers should be
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subject to any higher level of liability for loss and damage than
they are wﬂlmg to agree to with the shippers of such traffic.

(2) Whether, in the case of traffic with respect to which rail
carriers have market dominance, such carriers should be subject
to any greater liability than would be imposed under a statutory
comparative negligence standard.

(3) Whether liability for damage to rail traffic should be
determined under a no-fault liability system and what shippers
should bear the cost of such a system.

(4) Whether venue in cases arising from rail carrier liability for
damages to traffic should be further limited.

(5) Whether rail carrier property damage cases should be
subject to laws other than Federal law.

(6) Whether the right to claims should be limited to either the
shipper or receiver of property.

(7) Whether maximum time limits should be imposed on the
filing of claims with rail carriers and the courts,

(8) Whether the prevailing party in a claims proceeding should
be awarded attorneys fees in order to limit needless litigation.

(9) Whether excessive attorneys fees are awarded in cases
under section 11707 of title 49, United States Code.

(10) Whether claimants should be able to recover damages in
excess of the market value of the commodity transported unless
liability for special or consequential damages is agreed to by the

carrier in unity.
RATE DISCRIMINATION

Sec. 212, Section 10741 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in lieu thereof the
following new subsections:

““(e) Differences between rates, classifications, rules, and practices
of rail carriers providing transportation subject to the jurisdiction of
the Commission under subchapter I of chapter 105 of this title do not
constitute a violation of this section if such differences result from
different services provided by rail carriers.

“(f) This section shall not apply to—

“(1) contracts approved under section 10713 of this title, other
% as provided in subsection (d)2)(A){i) and (d)2)B) of such
on;
‘1‘(2) surcharges or cancellations under section 10705a of this
title;
“(3) separate rates for distinct rail services under section 10728
of this title;
“(4) rail rates applicable to different routes; or
“(5) expenses authorized under section 10751 of this title,
except that with respect to rates described in paragraphs (2), (3), and
(4), nothing in this subsection shall affect the authority of the
Commission under this section with respect to rate relationships
between ports or within the same port.”.

EXEMPTION

Skec. 213. Section 10505 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:
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“§10505. Authority to exempt rail carrier transportation

“(a) In a matter related to a rail carrier providing transportation
BUb(f::t to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission
under this subchapter, the Commission shall exempt a person, class
of persons, or a transaction or service when the n finds
that the application of a provision of this subtitle—

"uﬂ; not to carry out the transportation policy of

section 10101a of this title; and Ante, p. 1897.
“(2) either (A) the transaction or service is of limited or

(B) the application of a provision of this subtitle is not n to

(g)raﬁt agxppers from the ahhazse of market power.

¥ Commission may, where appropriate, begin a proceeding
under this section on its own initianpv?or on application by the
Secretary of Transportation or an interested j

“(c) The Commission may ify the period of time during which
an exel':ll{tion granted under this section 1s effective. '

“(d) The Commission may revoke an exemption, to the extent it Exemption
specifies, when it finds that application of a provision of this subtitle revecation.
to the person, class, or transportation is necessary to carry out the
transportation policy of section 10101a of this title. - L

“(e) No exemption order issued pursuant to this section ghall Liability and
operate to relieve any rail carrier from an obligation to provide ©ims-
contractual terms for liability and claims which are consistent with
the provisions of section 11707 of this title. Nothing in this subsection 49 USC 11707.
or section 11707 of this title shall prevent rail carriers from offering
alternative terms nor give the Commission the authority to require
any specific level of rates or services based upon the provisions of
section 11707 of this title.

“(f) The Commission may exercise its authority under this section
to exempt transportation tfvmt is provided by a carrier as a part of
a continuous intermodal movement.

“(g) The Commission may not exercise its authority under this Lﬂmm‘fgﬂl
section (1) to authorize intermodal ownership that is otherwise >'I==lP
prohibited by this title, or (2) to relieve a carrier of its obligation to ° i
protect the interests of employees as required by this subtitle.”

INTRASTATE RATES

Sec. 214. (a) Section 11501(a) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended—
(1) by striking out ph (2).
B by striking out “cabenapter Tor TV and mserting in Hou
y S out “s pter I or an in lieu
thereof “subchapter IV”; and
(4) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and (B) as paragraphs
(1) and (2), res 've'li'.

(b) Section 11501 of title 49, United States Code, is amended b}r
redesignating subsections (b) and (c) as subsections (d) and (e),
respectively, and by inserting immediately after subsection (a) the
following new subsections:

“(bX1) A State authority mag only exercise jurisdiction over intra-
state transportation provided by a rail carrier providing transporta-
tion subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under subchapter I
of chapter 105 of this title if such State authority exercises such 49 USC 10501.
juﬁlﬂ.}cﬁon exclusively in accordance with the provisions of this
su e.

“(2) Within 120 days after the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act
of 1980, each State authority exercising jurisdiction over intrastate Ante p. 1895.
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rates, classifications, rules, and practices for intrastate transporta-
tion described in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall submit to the
Commission the standards and procedures (including timing require-
ments) used by such State authority in exercising such jurisdiction.

“(3XA) Within 90 days after receipt of the intrastate regulato
rate standards and procedures of a State authority under paragrap
(2) of this subsection, the Commission shall certify such State authori-
ty for pu s of this subsection if the Commission determines that
such standards and procedures are in accordance with the standards
and procedures applicable to regulation of rail carriers by the
Commission under this title. If the Commission determines that such
standards and procedures are not in such accordance, it shall deny
certification to such State authority, and such State authority may
resubmit new standards and procedures to the Commission for review
in accordance with this subsection.

“(B) The standards and procedures existing in each State on the
effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 for the exercise of
jurisdiction over intrastate rail rates, classifications, rules, and

ractices shall be deemed to be certified i)y the Commission from that
te un;il th% date an 11}111&3)1 cfl.eil;le;arminatlon }18 made by the Commis-
sion under sul agrap of thi agraph.

“(4XA) Any gat;te authority whicff;s certified by the Commission
under this subsection may use its standards and procedures in
exercising jurisdiction over intrastate rail rates, classifications, rules,
and practices during the 5-year period commencing on the date of
such certification. Any State authority which is denied certification
or which does not seek certification may not exercise any jurisdiction
over intrastate rates, classifications, rules, and practices until it
receives certification under this subsection.

“(B) Any intrastate transportation provided by a rail carrier in a
State which may not exercise jurisdiction over an intrastate rate,
classification, rule, or practice of that carrier due to a denial of
certification under this subsection shall be deemed to be transporta-
tion subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under subchapter I
of chapter 105 of this title.

“(5)(A) Certification of a State authority under this subsection is
valid for the 5-year period beginning on the date of such certification.
Prior to the expiration of such 5-year period, the State authority shall
resubmit its intrastate regulax?r standards procedures to the
Commission for subsequent certification in accordance with this
subsection.

“(B) During any 5-year certification period, a State may not change
its certified standards and procedures without notifying and receiv-
ing e:qﬁess approval from the Commission.

(6) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subtitle, a State
authority may not exercise any jurisdiction over general rate in-
creases under section 10706 of this title, inflation-based rate increases
under section 10712 of this title, or fuel adjustment surcharges
approved by the Commission.

(c) Any rail carrier providing transportation subject to the juris-
diction of the Commission under subchapter I of chapter 105 of this
title may petition the Commission to review the decision of any State
authority, in any administrative proceeding in which the lawfulness
of an intrastate rate, classification, rule, or practice is determined, on
the grounds that the standards and procedures applied by the State
were not in accordance with the provisions of this subtitle. The
Commission shall take final action on any such petition within 30
days after the date it is received. If the Commission determines that
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the standards and procedures were not in accordance with the
provisions of this subtitle, its order shall determine and authorize the
carrier to establish the appropriate rate, classification, rule, or
practice.”.

(c)(1) Section 11501(d)(2) of title 49, United States Code, as redesig-
nated by subsection (b) of this section, is amended by inserting “and
cha 107 of this title” immediately before the period at the end of
the first sentence.

(2) Section 10103(a) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
striking out “The” and inserting in lieu thereof “Except as otherwise
provided in this subtitle, the”.

(3) Section 10501(a)(2) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
inserting “such jurisdiction is not limited by subsection (b) of this
section or the extent” immediately after “to the extent”.

(4) Section 10501(c) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
inserting “(1) the transportation is deemed fo be subject to the
jurisdiction of the Commission pursuant to section 11501(b)4XB) of
this title, or (2)” immediately after “unless”. Ante, p. 1913.

(5) Section 10501 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(d) The jurisdiction of the Commission and of State authorities (to
the extent such authorities are authorized to administer the stand-
ards and procedures of this title pursuant to this section and section
11501(b) of this title) over transportation by rail carriers, and the
remedies provided in this title with respect to the rates, classifica-
tions, rules, and practices of such carriers, is exclusive.”.

BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT EXPENSES

Sec. 215. Section 10751 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by gt(ﬂ)lung out “(other than transportation by rail)” in subsections (a)
and (b).
(b) The provisions of section 10751 of title 49, United States Code, as 49 USC 10751
amended by subsection (a) of this section, shall apply to any expense Pote:
of the type described in subsection (a) of such section 10751 that was
incurred prior to the effective date of this Act (other than an expense
with respect to which a penalty was paid pursuant to section 10761 of
such title 49) or that is incurred on or after such effective date. 49 USC 10761.

EFFICIENT MARKETING

Skc. 216. (a) Section 10762(c)(3) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in lieu
thereof the following: “In the case of a carrier other than a rail
carrier, a proposed rate change or a new or reduced rate may not
become effective for 30 days after the notice is published, filed, and
held open as required under subsections (a) and (b) of this section. In
the case of a rail carrier, a proposed rate change resulting in an
increased rate or a new rate shall not become effective for 20 days
after the notice is published and a proposed rate e resulting in a
reduced rate shall not become effective for 10 days r the notice is
published, except that a contract authorized under section 10713 of
this title shall become effective in accordance with the provisions of Ante p. 1908
such section.”.

(b) Section 10762(d)(1) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
striking out “80-day” and inserting in lieu thereof “notice”.
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49 USC 10705a.

49 USC 10501.

Ante, p. 1906.

COMPENSATORY JOINT RATE RELIEF

Sec. 217. (aX1) Chapter 107 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 10705 the following new section:

“§10705a. Joint rate surcharges and cancellations

“(a)(1XA) Except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph,
a rail carrier providing transportation subject to the jurisdiction of
the Interstate Commerce Commission under subchapter I of chapter
105 of this title may publish and aﬁ a surcharge increasing or
decreasing the through charge applicable to any movement between
goi.nts designated by the surcharging carrier subject to a joint rate.

uch a surcharge may be applied without the concurrence of the
other carriers that are party in such joint rate.

“(B) A carrier earning adequate revenues, as determined under
section 10704(a)2) of this title, may not apply such a surcharge to any
movement on a line operated by such carrier which carried more
ctl;-langﬁu,ﬂo{} gross ton miles of traffic per mile in the preceding

endar year.

“(C) Any surcharge applied pursuant to this subsection must be
applied in equal dollar amounts to the movement subject to the
surcharge over all routes between the points designated by the
surcharging carrier which such carrier participates in under the joint
rate involved, and when the surcharge increases the through charges,
under any of such carrier’s single line rates between the same points.

“(2XA) Whenever a rail carrier applies a surcharge increasing a
through charge pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection, an
other rail carrier that &artici tes in any movement subject to suc
surcharge may cancel the application of such surcharge to any route
participated in by such other carrier, if such carrier makes the
demonstration described in subﬁaragraph (B) of this paragragg.

“(B) A rail carrier may cancel the application of a surcharge under
this paragraph if such carrier demonstrates to the Commission that
the surcharging carrier’'s share of the revenues, at the time the
surcharge was filed with the Commission, from its participation in
the movement over the route involved would have been equal to or
greater than 110 percent of its variable costs of providing service over
such route, under either—

‘(i) the applicable joint rate in effect at the time the surcharge
was filed with the Commission, without the surcharge;
“(ii) a new rate division increasing the share of the surcharging

carrier;
“(iii) a new higher lawful rate published by the canceling
carrier; or
“(iv) a new, lesser surcharge which shall be prescribed by the
Commission upon and in conformity with the request of the
carrier proposing to cancel the surcharge. Any such prescribed
surcharge shall, in conjunction with the surcharging carrier’s
division of the ‘gloi.nt rate in effect on the date the original
surcharge was filed with the Commission, provide the carrier
proposing the original surcharge revenues equal to or greater
than 110 percent of such surcharging carrier's variable cost of
&oviding service over such route.

‘(C)i) The canceling tariff shall only become effective if the rail
carrier proposing to cancel the application of the surcharge makes
the demonstration described in subparagraph (B) of this ph.

“(ii) If the demonstration described in clause (i) of this subpara-
graph is made on the basis of the applicable joint rate in effect at the
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time the surcharge was filed with the Commission, without the
surcharge, the tariff shall become effective on one day’s notice after
such determination is made.

“(iii) If the demonstration described in clause (i) of this subpara-
graph is made on the basis of a new rate, division, or surcharge
prescribed pursuant to subparagraph (BXiv) of this aph, the
tariff shall me effective on the date such new rate, division, or
surcharge becomes effective.

“(D) The remedy available to a rail carrier canceh:g the applica-
tion of a surcharge under this paragraph shall be in addition to any
other remedy available to such carrier under this chapter.

“(3XA) The Commission may cancel the application of a surcharge
to a route to which such surcharge a &I)Jhes a shipper moving traffic
over such route demonstrates to the

“(i) there is no competitive alternatlve to such route for the
movement of the ¢ involved that is not subject to such
surcharge; and

“(ii) the surcharging carrier’s share of the revenues from its
participation in the movement over the route to which such
surcharge applies, under the applicable joint rate in effect at the
time the surcharge was filed with the Commission, with the
surcharge, would be greater than 110 percent of its variable cost
of iding service over such route.

“(B) If the Commission cancels the application of a surcharge to a Surcharge level,

icular route uant to sub; afraph (A) of this paragraph the determination.
mmission determine the of surcharge which, in comunc-
tion with the surcharging carrier’s division of the joint rate in eﬂ'ect
at the time the surcharge was filed with the Commission, would
110 percent of the surcharging carrier’s variable cost of providi
service over such route, and shall authorize such carrier immediately
to apply such a surcha.rge without any further proceedings under this
subsection.

“(4) A rail carrier may not apply a surcharge under this subsection
unless, for the on a]irear period preceding the surcharge, such carrier
has concurred in all rate increases of general applicability applicable
to the joint rate to which such surcharge applies and a.greedpto by all
other carriers that are party to such joint rate.

“(5) A rail carrier may not apply a surcharge under this subsection
increasing a through charge apphcable to a particular movement
mo:(‘g)tll:&an on%e; ca]endartglflear of this subsecti ail

Y otwit any other provision of t ion, a i Total charges,
carrier may, by tg;:g reduce the total charges applicable to a reduction.
movement over any spec1ﬁc joint line or single line route or routes in
which such carrier participates, if such reduction does not lower the
total charges ap 1cable to such movement to a level that is less than
the lowest charges %ﬂphcable to the same movement over a
competing route. reduction may be made without the
concurrence of any other rall carrier, and shall be borne solely the
carrier reducing the charge. Nothing in this paragraph
construed to limit the right of a carrier to reduce rates over routes not
in direct competition between the same points with routes to which it
has applied a surcharg

“(h)(l) Notwlthstandmg subsection (a) of this section—

“(A) a rail carrier not earning uate revenues, as deter-
mined under section 10704(a)2) of this title, may publish and Ante p. 1906.
apply a surcharge applicable to traffic o u%r terminating
upon any of its lines that carried less 000 gross t.on
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Ante, p. 1895.

Shipper petition.

Ante, p. 1900.

miles of traffic per mile in the most recent calendar year for
which traffic data is available; and
“(B) a rail carrier ear adequate revenues, as so deter-
mined, may publish and apply a surcharge applicable to traffic
originating or terminating upon any of its lines that carried less
than 1,000,000 gross ton miles of traffic per mile in such most
recent calendar year.
Such a surcharge may be applied without the concurrence of any rail
carrier. Any such surcharge may be allocated, subject to the provi-
sions of paragraph (4) of this subsection, in different amounts among
different movements between different origins and destinations, and
shall accrue solely to the surcharging carrier.

“(2) A rail carrier may apply a surcharge under this subsection if,
prior to the application of such surcharge, that portion of the charges
applicable to traffic to and from the line to which the surcharge
applies and accruing to the surcharging carrier does not provide such
carrier revenues adequate to cover—

“(A) 110 percent of such carrier’s variable cost of transporting
the traﬂ‘{x}g involved to or from such line; plu:bl
“(B) 100 percent of such carrier’s reason. expected costs of
continuing to operate such line, which shn]f include all costs
necessary to sustain service on the line.
The Commission shall, within 120 days after the effective date of the
Staggers Rail Act of 1980 complete a proceeding to define the term
‘reasonably expected costs’ as used in subparagrae(i)h (B) of thm
paragraph. In the interim, the term shall be constru
with Services Planning Office subsidy standards.

“(8XA) Upon petition of a shipper located upon a line to which a
surc e under this subsection is applied, the Commission ma
cancel the application of a surcharge under this subsection if suc
shipper demonstrates to the Commission that, after application of the
surcharge, the surcharging carrier’s revenues from all traffic origi-
nating or terminating upon the l.me to which the surcharge applies

exceed 110 percent of such carrier’s variable cost of transporting all
t.raﬂ’ic to or from such line plus such carrier’s reasonably expected
costs of continuing to operate such line.

“BXi) A rail carrier’s revenue from all traffic originating or
terminating upon a line shall be presumed to exceed 110 percent of its
variable cost of transporting all traffic to or from such line plus its
reasonably e costs of continuing to operate such line if the
complaining shipper demonstrates that the carrier is earning rev-
enues from all traffic originating or terminating upon such line that
result in a revenue-variable cost percentage that is e% ual to or greater
than the revenue-variable cost percentage applicable in that year
under section 10709(d) of this title.

“(ii) A surcharging carrier may rebut the presumption set forth in
clause (i) of this subparagraph by demonstrating to the Commission
that its reasonably expected costs for operating the line to which the
surcharge applies exceed the percentage of variable cost set forth in
such clause (i).

“(C) Upon a finding by the Commission that application of the
surcharge will produoe revenues in excess of 118 percent of the
surcharging carrier’s variable cost of transporting traffic to or from
the line plus its reasonably expected costs for operating the line, the
Commission shall deternune the level of surcharge which would
produce revenues equal to such figure and shall authorize such
carrier immediately to apply such surcharges as will generate such
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revenues without any further proceedings, subject only to the right of
a shipper to proceed under paragraph (4) of this subsection.

“(4XA) A rail carrier may not ap]ﬂg a surcharge under this
subsection that results in any shipper being required to bear more
than a reasonable proportion of the reasonably expected costs of
continuing to operate the line to which such surcharge applies. :

“(B) Upon complaint of a shipper, the Commission shall determine Shlpp]g
whether the shipper is being required to bear more than a reasonable ™P!aint:
proportiolr: of the costs described in subparagraph (A) of this

“(C) If the Commission finds that a complaining shipper is being
required to bear more than a reasonable proportion of the costs
described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the Commission
may reallocate the surcharge among the traffic originating or termi-
nating on the line to which the surc applies, but may not order
relief which would result in the surcharging carrier earning revenues
less than those which the carrier would have earned had the
surcharge been applied as filed.

“(5) A shipper may, in a single complaint, seek relief under Relief.
paragraphs (3) and (4) of this subsection. In any such complaint, the
Commission shall first determine the right to relief under paragraph
(3) and shall grant such relief as is appropriate under such
paragraph. A ;

“(6) In any proceeding brought before the Commission challenging
the application or amount of a surcharge under this subsection,
whether the surcharge is claimed to violate this subsection or some
other provision of this chapter, the Commission shall not suspend the
application of any such surcharge unless the person filing the verified
statement required by section 10707(c) of this title, in addition to the Ante, p. 1907.
matters required by such section, also makes the demonstration
required by paragraph (3)(A) of this subsection. If the demonstration
required by such paragraph (3XA) is made, the Commission w
suspend the application of only so much of the surcharge as wi
produce revenues in excess of the amount so demonstrated.

“(c)1) Notwithstanding any other E;ovision of this title, any prior

eement in effect on the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of
1980, or any requirement of the Commission, a rail carrier may Ante, p. 1895.
cancel the application of a joint rate to a through route in which it
participates, without the concurrence of any other rail carrier that is
a party to such joint rate, unless another rail carrier that participates
in such through route or a shipper that has no competitive alterna-
tive to such route makes the demonstration described in paragraph
(2) of this subsection.

“(2) The application of a joint rate to a through route may not be
canceled under this subsection if a rail carrier that participates in
such through route or a shipper that has no competitive alternative
to such route from an origin or destination served by such route
demonstrates to the Commission that the canceling carrier’s share of
the revenues, under the joint rate in effect at the time the application
of the joint rate is canceled, is equal to or greater than—

“(A) 110 percent of the canceling carrier’s variable cost of
providing service over such route; or

“(B) such lesser percent of the canceling carrier’s variable cost
as such carrier earns over a competing through route to which
application of the joint rate has not n canceled, or over a
competing single line route.

79-194 O—Bl—pt. 2—41: QL3
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“(3) When a oompla.i.u.inghparty is unable to make the demonstra-
tion required by paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Commission
may suspend the tariff canceling the joint rate only if—

“8\6) a complaining carrier publishes a new rate division or a
new higher lawful rate which increases the canceling carrier’s
share of the revenues over such route to the amount calculated
imder paragraph (2)XA) or (2)(B) of this subsection, whichever is
ess; or

“(B) a complaining carrier or shipper petitions the Commission
and the Commission imposes a surcharge, in conformity with
such petition, upon the joint rate which will accrue solely to the
cancegi‘.!ng carrier and which, in conjunction with the cancg.ir.‘rg'
carrier’s division of the joint rate in effect on the date the tari
canceling the joint rate was filed, will provide the canceling
carrier revenues equal to or greater than 110 percent of its
variable cost of providing service over such route.

Unless a new rate, division, or surcharge described in this paragraph
becomes effective within 120 days after the proposed effective date of
the rate cancellation, the canceling tariff shall, nevertheless, become
effective. J

“(4) If the demonstration described in aph (2) is made or a
new rate, division, or surchﬂﬁe described in paragraph (3) becomes
effective, the tariff canceling the joint rate s be considered by the
Commission in accordance with section 10705 of this title. The
existing joint rate or the new rate, division, or surcharge, shall
remain in effect during the pendency of the Commission’s
consideration.

“(5) Whenever the application of a joint rate to a through route is
canceled under this subsection and a rate other than a joint rate is or
has been published by the canceling carrier to apply to such route,
such rate shall thereafter ap%ly in lieu of all other rates (except joint
rates subsequently agreed to by such carrier) and any through rate of
which such rate is a factor shall divide as the separate factors of such
rate are made.

“(6) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Commission under section 10705(a) of this title to
prescribe joint rates which provide a rail carrier participating in such
Jjoint rate revenues equal to or greater than 110 percent of its variable
cost of providing service over each route to which such rate applies.

"(d)(ls) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, any
increase or decrease in revenue resulting from the application of a
surcharge under subsection (a) of this section, or from the cancella-
tion of the application of a joint rate under subsection (c) of this
section, shall accrue solely to or be borne solely by the carrier
applying the surcharge or canceling the application of the joint rate,
as the case may be. . ! ) i -

“(2) Whenever a class III rail carrier which participates in a
through route to which a surcharge has been applied under subsec-
tion (a) of this section by a carrier operating in the same rate territory
as such class III carrier demonstrates to the Commission that the
application of such surcharge to such route provides, in the absence of
any increase in the joint rate in effect on the date the surcharge was
filed with the Commission, revenues from traffic moving over such
route to such surcharging carrier in excess of 110 percent of its
variable costs over such route, such surcharging carrier shall, from
the date of such demonstration, share those revenues from such
route, from the surcharge and the applicable joint rate in effect on
the date the surcharge was filed with the Commission, in excess of
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110 percent of its variable costs with all class III rail carriers in the
same rate territory ipating in such route, on the basis of their
divisions of the joint rate to which the surcharge applies.
e eX1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection,
whenever a rail carrier proposes to appl)lr a surcharge under
tion (a) of this section or to cancel the ication of a joint rate under
subsection (c) of this section and another rail carrier s tly
agrees to a new rate division or a new ]awful rate that increases the
surcharging or canceling carrier’s share of the total through charges
for a movement over a particular through route subject to a joint
rate, such other rail carrier shall also agree to any other new rate
division and new lawful rate—
“(A) that is proposed within 120 days after the date of the first
agreement; and
“(B) that increases the surcharging or canceling carrier’s share
of the total through charges for movements over a competing
through route subject to such joint rate.

“(2) A rail carrier shall not be required to agree under this
subsection to any pro new division or new rate which would—
‘“(A) reduce such carrier’s share of the total through c
for a movement over any through route to less t.han @ 110
percent of its variable costs of pro service over such route,
or (ii) such lesser percent of its i le costs as such carrier
earns from such movement over a competmg through route with
respect to which such carrier has agreed to a new division or rate;

(B) increase th: esurc orcancehngcame s share of
the total through charges for a movement over through
routetoanamou.ntmexoesaofll{)percentof:ts Iecostsof

roviding service over such route;

“(C) reduce such carrier’s share of the total through charges
for a movement over any thro route by a dollar amount in
excess of the greatest dollar reduction which such carrier has

agreed to make, for purposes of increasing the surc or
canceh.ngcamer’sahare toﬁsahamufthetotalthrou?h%es
for a movement over any competing through route; or
‘“(D) reduce such carrier’s share of the total through charges
fora movement over any thro route in an amount in excess of
such carrier’s pro rata share on established divisions for
movements over such route) of the increase of the surcharging or
canceling carrier’s share of the total through charges for move-
ments over such route. =g
“(f) A rail carrier applying a surcharge or canceling the ap; cat:ion Tariff filing.
of a joint rate under this section shall file a tariff with
sion in accordance with section 10762 of this title. Such a tanﬁ‘ 49 USC 10762.
not become effective until the expiration of the 45-day period (or sucf':
1o rpenoda:l‘theﬁhngcarnarspeclﬁsa beginning on the date
tariff is fil
“(gX1) Any rail rate to which a surcharge is 0gplied under this
section be subject to section 10701a and 10709 of this title, and Ante, p. 1898.
any such surcharge shall constitute a rate increase for purposes of 4% USC 10709.
such sections.
tit‘l‘(zj For purposes of rate regulation under section 10701a of this
B—

“(A) only the rail carrier a surcharge under this
section shall be required to dell:mci
“(B) the reasonableness of the surcharge anci t.he revenues

received by the rail carrier the surcharge under the
joint rate to which the SM l:gphes shall be determined
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without regard to amount received and services performed by
other rail carriers that are party to such joint rate.

“(3) Except as Frovided ins ion (i), (]'g, or (k) of this section, if
the application of a surcharge or the cancellation of the application of
a joint rate under this section is found to constitute a violation of any
provision of this title, such violation shall not be ordered remedied in
any manner which—

“(A) requires the carrier apFlyin a surcharge under subsec-
tion (a) of this section or canceling the application of a joint rate
under subsection (c¢) of this section to provide service over any
rate under a rate that provides revenues to such carrier that are
less than 110 percent of its variable costs of providing such
service; or

“(B) which requires the carrier applying a surcharge under
subsection (b) of this section to provide service over the route to
which such surcharge applies in a manner that provides rev-
enues to such carrier that are less than 110 percent of such
carrier’s variable cost of transﬂoﬂrtmg the traffic involved to or
from the line to which the surcharge applies, plus such carrier’s
reasonably expected costs of providing service over such line.

“(h) Within 5 days after the request of a rail carrier participating in
a joint rate subject to a surcharge or cancellation under this section, a
shipper moving traffic over a route to which such surcharge or
cancellation applies, or an affected port, the Commission shall make
available to such carrier, shipper, or port the Commission’s determi-
nation of the variable costs and revenues, over the route or routes to
which the surcharge or cancellation applies, of the carrier applying
the surcharge or canceling the aplalication of the joint rate.

“(iX(1) Whenever a class III rail carrier, in a protest filed with the
Commission, makes a prima facie showing that the application of a
surcharge under subsection (a) of this section or the cancellation of
the application of a joint rate under subsection (c) of this section will
have an adverse effect on competition, the Commission shall investi-
gate such protest. If, on the basis of such investigation, the Commis-
sion finds that the protested surcharge or cancellation is or is
intended to be anticompetitive, the Commission shall, within 30 days
after the date such protest is filed, enter an order rescinding such
surcharge or cancellation, and may, on presentation of an adequate
record, 1Sre-acnbe new joint rates or divisions of joint rates.

“(2) No order prescribed under this subsection shall require a
carrier to 1])T0Vide service over any route under a rate which provides
revenues less than 110 percent of the variable cost of providing such
service unless the Commission determines that the public interest
requires a lesser revenue to variable cost ratio to avoid anticompeti-
tive action and to preserve service on the route involved.

“G)1) Any class IIT rail carrier which originates or terminates
traffic subject to the application of a surcharge under subsection (a) of
this section or the cancellation of the application of a joint rate under
subsection (c) of this section may protest such surcharge or cancella-
tion whenever—

“(A) such surcharge or cancellation affects the sole remaining
route available to that carrier for that traffic; and

“(B)(1) such carrier demonstrates that alternative transporta-
tion is available or that a shipper dependent on that carrier will
suffer significant market loss because of such surcharge or
cancellation; or

“(ii) such surcharge or cancellation, alone or when considered
in conjunction with other surcharges or cancellations affecting



PUBLIC LAW 96-448—O0CT. 14, 1980 94 STAT. 1923

the carrier, is likely to unduly impair a carrier’s ability to earn
an adequate rate of return. "
“(2XA) The Commission may, after an investigation on the basis of
slg_rotest under this subsection, prescribe a lesser surcharge or a
ifferent division of the joint rate. The Commission shall t the
surcharging or canceling carrier revenues not less than 110 percent
of its variable cost of the movement involved, unless it determines
that the public interest requires a lesser revenue to variable cost ratio
to preserve service on the route involved. Any action by the Commis-
sion based on a protest under this subsection shall be taken within 30
days after the date such protest is filed.
‘B) If the Commission prescribes a different division of a joint rate
under this paragraph, the Commission shall, upon petition of the
surcharging or canceling carrier or thecﬁrotestmg class III rail
carrier, reopen the proceeding in which such division was prescribed
to reconsider whether such prescribed division is reasonable. If, on
the basis of such reconsideration, the Commission determines that
such division is not reasonable, it shall prescribe a new, reasonable
di\risié}c_rll of the joint rate to which the surcharge or cancellation
applied. ) )
‘?(k}(l) Upon the complaint of a class III rail carrier which origi- Rail L
nates or terminates traffic subject to the application of a surcharge fr‘l’?egtig;t;on
under subsection (a) of this section or the cancellation of the applica- ’
tion of a joint rate under subsection (c) of this section that such
surcharge or cancellation will result in differences or greater differ-
ences in rates, including any surcharges, for the traffic to which the
surcharge or cancellation applies over different routes in which the
surcharging or canceling carrier participates—
“(A) from a single origin point to destination points within a 75
mile direct radius from the destination point on such class III rail

carrier; or
“(B) to a single destination point from origin points within a 75

mile direct radius from the origin point on such class III rail

carrier,
the Commission shall investigate such complaint and shall, within 30
days after the date such complaint is filed, take such actions,
including rescinding surcharges or cancellations or prescribing new
joint rates or surcharges, as it determines are required to eliminate
such differences in rates, unless it finds that such actions are not
warranted by the public interest in ensuring effective competition
gmoijg ecliaﬂ carriers or in the preservation of rail service on the route
involved.

*(2) No action taken by the Commission under this subsection shall
require a carrier to provide service over any route under a rate which
provides a revenue to variable cost ratio over such route less than
that provided under the joint rate to which the surcharge or cancella-
tion was applied or less 110 percent, whichever is greater, unless
the Commission determines that the public interest in ensuring
effective competition among rail carriers or in preserving service
over such route warrants requiring the surcharging or canceling
carrier to provide service at a lesser revenue to variable cost ratio.

“(3) Notwithstanding subsection (m)1) of this section, if, in a
proceeding under this subsection or under subsection (i) or (j) of this
section, the Commission considers whether to require the revenues of
a carrier applying a surcharge under subsection (a) of this section or
canceling the application of a joint rate under subsection (c) of this
section to be less than 110 percent of its variable costs (as calculated
using the Commission’s Rail Form A cost finding methodology), such
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surcharging or canceling carrier may prove its actual variable costs
on the basis of evidence other than unadjusted costs calculated using
such Rail Form A cost finding methodol;ﬁy. Such evidence shall
be prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles.

“() Whenever the application of a joint rate to a through route is
canceled under subsection (c) of this section, the Commission shall,
upon petition by a class II or III rail carrier participating in such
route, prescribe a new compensatory through rate or rates over such
route within 30 days after the date such petition is filed.

*(m) For purposes of this section—

“(1) variable costs for a class I rail carrier shall be determined
only by using such carrier’s unadjusted costs, calculated using
the Commission’s Rail Form A cost finding methodology (or an
alternative methodology adopted by the Commission in lieu
thereof) and indexed quarterly to account for current wage and
price levels in the region in which the carrier operates;

(2) variable costs for a rail carrier other than class I shall be
presumed to be the avemﬁfc variable costs of all class I rail
carriers in the region in which such carrier operates (as deter-
mined under paragraph (1) of this subsection) unless a rail
carrier rebuts such presumption with other proof of variable
costs; and

“(8) at the option of a carrier apglying a surcharge or canceling
the application of a joint rate under this section, revenue share
may be determined by reference to past revenue settlements
ixicntually made in the most recent calendar year by connecting

es.

“(n) Surcharges applied under subsection (a) or (c) of this section
and cancellations under subsection (c) of this section shall not be
subject to the provisions of section 10726 (a)1XB) of this title.

“(0) The Special Counsel of the Commission may, consistent with
the rail transportation policy in section 10101a of this title, provide
assistance to class III rail carriers and small businesses in preparing
actions under this section.

“(p)X1) The authority to apply a surcharge under subsection (a) of
this section, and (except as provided in paragraph (2)) the authority to
cancel such a surc e, shall expire 3 years after the effective date
of the Staggers Rail of 1980 unless extended for one additional
year by the Commission upon petition of any rail carrier and for good
cause shown.

“(2) Any surcharge lawfully applied under subsection (a) of this
section shall remain in effect in accordance with its terms following
the expiration of the provisions of this section. Any such surcharge
applied during the 45-day period immediately preceding the date of
the expiration of the provisions of this section aﬁall, notwithstanding
such expiration, be subject to cancellation under subsection (aX2) or
(a)3) of this section during the 45-day period beginning on the date
such surcharge is applied.”.

(2) The section analysis of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 10705 the following new item:

“10705a. Joint rate surcharges and cancellations.”.

(b) For purposes of section 10705a of title 49, United States Code,
the Interstate Commerce Commission shall classify all rail carriers
on the basis of revenues, shall from time to time review its regula-
tions setting forth revenue-based classifications for rail carriers, and
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shall make appropriate chamin such regulations in order to reflect

inflation. The Commission not reclassify switching and termi-

nal carriers, or any other rail carriers not classified on the basis of

revenues on the effective date of this Act, for any purpose other than

for purposes of such section 10705a. Ante, p. 1916.

(c)1) The Interstate Commerce Commission shall include in its &Pﬂrtw

annual report to the Congress under section 10311 of title 49, United 49%03 1
States Code, a report with respect to the application of surcharges o

and the cancellation of the alt:ﬁlicaﬁnn of joint rates by the Consoli-

dated Rail Corporation and other rail carriers, during the 1Eﬂreee:dmg
year, under section 10705a of title 49, United States Code. Each such Ante, p. 1916.
report shall include— Contents.

(A) an analysis of the effect of application of surcharges and
the cancellation of the application of joint rates under such
section 10705a on shippers, ports, class II and class III rail
carriers, railroad employees, and other elements of the rail
system;

yEi(B)(i) the number of surcharges applied by the Consolidated
Rail Corporation and all other rail carriers under such section
10705a and the amount of revenue received by the Corporation
and all other rail carriers from the application of such sur-
charges, (ii) the number of surcharges applied by the Corporation
and all other rail carriers that were canceled under the proce-
dures of such section 10705a, and (iii) the number of cancellations
of the application of a joint rate by the Corporation and all other
rail carriers under such section 10705a; an

(C) an analysis of the operation of the remedies made available
to class III rail carriers under subsections (i), (j), and (k) of such
section 10705a and to class II and class III rail carriers under
subsection (1) of such section 10705a.

(2) The Interstate Commerce Commission shall, within 2 years Report to
after the effective date of this Act, submit a report to the Congress 00“8“*93-0
with respect to whether the provisions of section 10705a of title 49, 39 USC 10705
United States Code, have adequately addressed the joint rate prob- An¢, p. 1916.
lems of rail carriers. The report Shﬂlf include such recommendations
with respect to such joint rate problems as the Commission considers
necessary and appropriate.

EXPEDITED DIVISION OF REVENUES PROCEEDINGS

Sec. 218. (a) Section 10705(f)1) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“(fX1XA) The Commission may begin a proceeding under subsection
(a) or (b) of this section on its own initiative or on complaint. The
Commission must complete all evidentiary proceedings to adjust the
division of joint rates for transglortatcion by a rail carrier within 9
months after the complaint is filed if the proceeding is brought on
complaint or within 18 months after the commencement of a proceed-
ing on the initiative of the Commission. The Commission must take
final action by the 180th day after completion of the evidentiary

ings, except that—

“(i) when he proceeding involves a railroad in reorganization
or a contention that the divisions at issue do not cover the
variable costs of handling the traffic, the Commission shall give
the proceedings preference over all other proceedings and shall
take final action at the earliest practicable time, which in no
event may exceed 100 days after the completion of the eviden-
tiary proceedings; and
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‘(i) in all casea other than those specified in clause (i) of this
subparagraph, the Commission may decide to extend such a
to permit its fair and expeditious completion, but
whenever the Commission decides to extend a proceeding pursu-
ant to this clause, it must report its reasons to Congress.
“(B) The provisions of this paragraph imposing time hmtatlons
upon Commission action shall not app‘])y to any d.lV]BlOIl proceedin g
involving a joint rate participated in by a class III rail carrier.
(b) Section 10705{B(1) of title 49, United States Code, as amended by
subsection (a) of this section, is further amended—
(1) by striking out subparagraph (B);
.(2) by striking out “(A)” immediately before “The Commis-
sion”’;
(3) by striking out “(i)” and inserting in lieu thereof “(A)”;
(4) by striking out “(ii)” and inserting in lieu thereof “(B)”’; and
(5) by striking out “clause (i) of this subparagraph” and
inserting in lieu thereof “subparagraph (A) of this paragraph”.

RATE BUREAUS

Sec. 219. (a) Section 10706(a)1) of title 49, United States Code, is
amexlnllded by adding at the end thereof the following new subpara-

ph:
“C) pracncahlﬁ participates in that movement’ shall have
such meaning as the Commission shall by regulation prescribe.”.

(b) Section 10706(a)2)A) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting “‘publication,” immediately after “initiation,”
in the first sentence; and

(2) by striking out “section 10101” in the second sentence and
inserting in lieu thereof “section 10101a”.

(c)(1) Section 10706(a)3)XA) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“(3XA) An organization established or continued under an agree-
ment approved under this subsection shall make a final disposition of
a rule or rate docketed with it by the 120th day after the proposal is
docketed. Such an organization may not—

“() permit a rail carrier to discuss, to participate in agree-
mente related to, or to vote on single line rates proposed by
another rail carrier, except that for purposes of general rate
increases and broad tariff changes only, if the Commission finds
at any time that the implementation of this clause is not feasible,
it may delay or suspend such implementation in whole or in part;

“(ii) permit a rail carrier to discuss, to participate in agree-
ments related to, or to vote on rates related to a particular
interline movement unless that rail carrier practicably partici-
pates in that movement; or

‘(iii) if there are interline movements over two or more routes
between the same end points, permit a carrier to discuss, to
part1c1pat.e in ments related to, or to vote on rates except
with a carrier wﬁch forms part of a partxcular single route. This
clause shall take effect on January 1, 1984, or on such earlier
date as the Commission determines. If the Commission finds at
any time that the implementation of this clause is not feasible, it
may delay or suspend such implementation in whole or in part.”.

(2) Section 10706(a)3)B) of title 49, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:
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“(B) Until January 1, 1984, subparagraph (AXii) and (A)(iii) of this
paragraph do not apply to— y
"g) general rate increases to cover inflationary cost increases,
or general rate decreases, for joint rates if the agreement gives
shippers, under specified procedures, at least 15 days notice of
the proposal an opportunity to present comments on it
before a tariff containing the increases or decreases is filed with
the Commission; or
“(ii) broad tariff changes that are of at least substantiall
general application throughout the area where the changes wi
apply, except single line rates where subparagraph (A)(i) of this
paragraph prohibits the participation of carriers with single line
rates.
If the Commission finds at any time that the implementation of this
subparagraph is not feasible, it may delay or suspend such implemen-
tation in whole or in part.”. :

(8) Section 10706(a)3)XC) of title 49, United States Code, is

amended—
(A) by inserting “(i)” immediately after “(C)"’; and
(B) by adding at the end thereof the following new clause:
“(ii) In any proceeding in which it is alleged that a carrier was a
arty to an agreement, conspiracy, or combination in violation of a
'ederal law cited in subsection (a)2)(A) of this section or of any
similar State law, proof of an agreement, conspiracy, or combination
may not be inferred from evidence that two or more carriers acted
together with respect to an interline rate or related matter and that a
party to such action took similar action with respect to a rate or
related matter on another route or traffic. In any proceeding in which
such a violation is alleged, evidence of a discussion or agreement
between or among such carrier and one or more other carriers, or of
any rate or other action resulting from such discussion or agreement,
shall not be admissible if the discussion or agreement—
“(I) was in accordance with an agreement approved under
p ph (2) of this subsection; or
“(II) concerned an interline movement of the carrier, and the
discussion or agreement would not, considered by itself, violate
the laws referred to in the first sentence of this clause.
In any proceeding before a jury, the court shall determine whether
the requirements of clause &) or (II) are satisfied before allowing the
introduction of any such evidence.”.

(4) Section 1070&3,)(3) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new subparagraph:

“(D) An organization described in subparagraph (A}}of this para- Records.
graph shall provide that transcripts or sound recordings be made of
all meetings, that records of votes be made, and that such transcripts
or recordings and voting records be submitted to the Commission and
made available to other Federal agencies in connection with their
statutory responsibilities over rate bureaus, except that such mate-
rial shall be t confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure
under section 552 of title 5, United States Code.”.

(d) Section 10706(a) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
addingﬁat the end thereof the following new paragraph:

“(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, one or
more rail carriers may enter into an agreement, without obtaining
prior Commission approval, that provides solely for compilation,
publication, and other distribution of rates in effect or to become
effective. The Sherman Act (15 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), the Clayton Act (15
U.S.C. 12 et seq.), the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et
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Investigation.

49 USC 10101.

Ante, p. 1897,

49 USC 10706
note.

49 USC 10706
note.

“Employees.”

Repeal.

49 USC 11347,

seq.), sections 73 and 74 of the Wilson Tariff Act (15 U.S.C. 8 and 9),
and the Act of June 19, 1936, as amended (15 U.S.C. 13, 13a, 13b, 21a)
shall not apply to parties and other persons with respect to making or
carrying out such agreement. However, the Commission may, upon
application or on its own initiative, investigate whether the parties to
such an agreement have exoeeded its scope, and upon a finding that
the fl have, the Commission mftlg issue such orders as are necessary,
uding an order dissolving the agreement, to ensure that actions
taken pursuant to the agreement are limited as provided in this
paragraph.”. . . : :

(e) Section 10706(G)(1)(B) of title 49, United States Code, is amended

?51%{1]’"1“ out “section 10101” and inserting in lieu thereof “section
a

(f) The Interstate Commerce Commission may not take any action
with respect to the elimination of general rate increases or decreases
prior to April 1, 1982.

(g) The Interstate Commerce Commission shall require rail carrier
members of a rate bureau to provide the employees of such rate
bureau who are affected by the amendments made by this section
with fair arrangements no less ive of the interests of such
employees than those established pursuant to section 11347 of title
49, United States Code. For purposes of this subsection, the term
“employees” does not include any individual serving as president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, comptroller, counsel, member of
the board of directors, or any other person performing such functions.

LONG AND SHORT HAUL TRANSPORTATION
Skc. 220. Section 10726(c) of title 49, United States Code, is repealed.

RAILROAD ENTRY

Sec. 221. (a) Section 10901(a) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking “will be enhanced by” and inserting in lieu
thereof “permit”.

(b) Section 10901 of title 49, United States Code, is further amended
by adding at the end thereof the following new subsections:

“(d)(1) Where a rail carrier has been issued a certificate of public
convenience and necessity by the Commission authorizing the con-
struction or extension of a railroad line, no other rail carrier may
block such construction or extension by refusing to permit the carrier
to cross its p t‘ﬁerty if (A) the construction does not unreasonably
interfere with the operation of the crossed line, (B) the operation does
not materially interfere with the operation of the crosses line, and (C)
{.he owner of the crossing line compensates the owner of the crossed

ine.

“(2) If the carriers are unable to agree on the terms of operation or
the amount of payment for purposes of paragraph (1) of this subsec-
tion, either party may submit the matters in dispute to the Commis-
sion for determination.

“(e) The Commission may require any rail carrier proposing both to
construct and operate a new railroad line pursuant to this section to
provide a fair and equitable arrangement for the protection of the
interests of railroad employees who may be affected thereby no less

protective of and beneficial to the interests of such employees than
those established pursuant to section 11347 of this title.”.
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SERVICE DURING PERIODS OF PEAK DEMAND

Sec. 222. Section 11101(a) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end thereof the following new sentence: “A
rail carrier shall not be found to have violated this section because it
fulfills its commitments under contracts approved under section
10713 r.:!' this title before responding to reasonable requests for Ante p. 1908.
service.”.
RECIPROCAL SWITCHING

SEc. 228. Section 11103 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(cX1) The Commission may re%u;re rail carriers to enter into
reciprocal switchi ments, where it finds such agreements to
be practicable and in the public interest, or where such agreements
are necessary to provide competitive rail service. The carriers enter-
ing into such an agreement shall establish the conditions and
compensation applicable to such agreement, but, if the carriers
cannot agree upon such conditions and compensation within a
reasonable period of time, the Commission may establish such condi-
tions and compensation.

“(2) The Commission may require reciprocal switching agreements
entered into by rail carriers pursuant to this subsection to contain
provisions for the protection of the interests of employees affected
thereby.”.

CAR SERVICE COMPENSATION

SE:l.e2d24. (a)(1) Section 11122(b)(2) of title 49, United States Code, is Repeal.
repealed.

(2) Section 11122(b)(1) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
striking out “(1)” immediately before “The rate”.

(b) Section 10706(a) of title 49, United States Code, as amended by
this Act, is further amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new paragraph:

“(5XA) Whenever two or more shippers enter into an z%-reement to
discuss among themselves that relates to the amount of compensa-
tion such shippers propose to be paid by rail carriers providing
transportation subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under
subchapter I of chapter 105 of I:Jh.m title, for use by such rail carriers of 49 USC 10501.
rolling stock owned or leased by such shippers, the shippers shall
apply to the Commission for mroval of that agreement under this
paragraph. The Commission s approve the agreement only when
it finds that the making and carrying out of the agreement will
further the transportation policy set forth in section 10101a of this
title and may require compﬁg.nce' with conditions necessary to make Ante, p. 1897.
the agreement further that policy as a condition of approval. If the
Commission approves the agreement, it may be made and carried out
under its terms and under the terms required by the Commission,
and the antitrust laws set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection do
not apply to ies and other persons with m to making or
carrying out the agreement. The Commission approve or disap-
prove an agreement under this paragraph within one year after the
date application for approval of such agreement is made.

“(B) If the Commission approves an agreement described in subpar-
agraph (A) of this paragraph and the shippers entering into such
agreement and the rail carriers proposing to use rolling stock owned
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Ante, p. 1895.

49 USC 10734.

Commission
action,
extension.

or leased by such shippers, under payment by such carriers or under
a published allowance, are unable to agree upon the amount of
compensation to be paid for the use of such rolling stock, any party
directly involved in the negotiations may require that the matter be
settled by submitting the issues in dispute to the Commission. The
Commission shall render a binding decision, based upon a standard of
reasonableness and after taking into consideration any past prece-
dents on the subject matter of the negotiations, no later than 90 days
after the date of the submission of the dispute to the Commission.

“(C) Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to change the law
in effect prior to the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980
with respect to the obligation of rail carriers to utilize rolling stock
owned or leased by shippers.”.

CAR UTILIZATION

Sec. 225. (a) Subchapter II of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
ggf:, is amended by inserting at the end thereof the following new
ion:

“8§10734. Car utilization

“In order to encourage more efficient use of freight cars, notwith-
standing any other provision of this subtitle, rail carriers shall be
permitted to establish tariffs containing premium charges for special
services or special levels of services not &rovided in any tariff
otherwise applicable to the movement. The Commission shall facili-
tate development of such tariffs so as to increase the utilization of
equipment.”.

(b) The section analysis of chapter 107 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 10731 the following new item:

“10734. Car utilization.”.

CAR SERVICE ORDERS FOR EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES

Sec. 226. Section 11123(a) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“(a)1) When the Interstate Commerce Commission finds that a
shortage of equipment, congestion of traffic, or other failure in traffic
movement exists which creates an emeagency situation of such
magnitude as to have substantial adverse effects on rail service in the
United States or a substantial region of the United States, the
Commission may, for a period not to exceed thirty days—

“(A) suspend any car service rule or practice;

‘“(B) take action during the emergency to promote service in
the interest of the public and of commerce regardless of the
ownership (as between carriers) of a locomotive, car, or other
vehicle on terms of compensation the carriers establish between
themselves, subject to subsection (b)2) of this section;

“(C) require joint or common use of facilities, on terms of
compensation the carriers establish between themselves, subject
to subsection (b)(2) of this section, when that action will best meet
the emergency and serve the public interest; and

“(D) give directions for preference or priority in transporta-
tion, embargoes, or movement of traffic under permits.

“(2) The Commission may extend any action taken under para-
graph (1) of this subsection beyond the thirty-day period provided in
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such paragraph only if the full Commission, after a hearing, certifies
that a transportation emergency exists. : J

“(8) In carrying out the provisions of this subsection, the Commis-
gion shall require, to the maximum extent practicable, the use of the
employees who would normally have performed work in connection
wi traffic subject to the action of the Commission.”.

EMPLOYEE PROTECTION

Skc. 227. (a) Section 1170 of title 11, United States Code, is amended Railroad line
by adding at the end thereof the following new subsection: abandonments.
“(e)(1) In authorizing abandonment of a railroad line under
this section, the court require the rail carrier to provide a fair
arrangement at least as protective of the interests of employees as
that established under section 11347 of title 49.
“(2) Nothing in 1‘:]1%15 3ubeeih3n shelall be deemed to he:ﬁl;ect tli.l]:
riorities or timing of payment of employee protection which mig
Eave existed in the absence of this subsection.’?.
(b) Section 1172 of title 11, United States Code, is amended by
addh;? at the end thereof the following new subsection:
“(cX1) In approving an application under subsection (b) of this
section, the Commission shall require the rail carrier to provide a fair
arrangement at least as protective of the interests of employees as
that established under section 11347 of title 49.
“2) tiiothin_g in tlr;_m subsetéti%n sh?ll be deemed to hﬁm tl}l;
riorities or timing of payment of employee protection w mig
ve existed in the absence of this subsec(:.lyon ’?

MERGERS AND OTHER TRANSACTIONS
Sec. 228. (a) Section 11344(b) of title 49, United States Code, is Applications.

amended—

(1) by inserting immediately after “section” the following:
“which involves the merger or control of at least two class 1
b L e e,

adding at the e ereo ollowing new paragraph:

“(5) whether the proposed transaction would have an zﬁ;erse
effect on competition among rail carriers in the affected region.”.

(b) Section 11344 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(d) In a proceeding under this section which does not involve the
merger or control of at least two class I railroads, as defined by the
Commission, the Commission shall approve such an application
unless it finds that—

“(1) as a result of the transaction, there is likely to be
substantial lessening of competition, creation of a monopoly, or
restraint of trade in freight surface transportation in any region
of the United States; an:ig

“(2) the anticompetitive effects of the transaction outweigh the
public interest in meeting significant transportation needs.

In making such findings, the Commission shall, with respect to any
application that is part of a plan or proposal developed under section
5 (a)~(d) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 1654
(a)-(d)), accord substantial weight to any recommendations of the
Secretary of Transportation.”.

(c) Section 11344 of title 49, United States Code, as amended by this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end thereof the following
new subsection:
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Applications.

49 USC 11345.

49 USC 10501.

49 USC 11343,

11344,
Publication in
Federal
Register.

49 USC 10327.

Comments.

“(e) A rail carrier, or a person controlled by or affiliated with a
rail carrier, together with one or more affi shitppers, may apply
for approval under this subsection of a transaction for the purpose of
providing motor carrier transportation prior or su uent to rail
transportation to serve inadequately served shippers located on a
railroad other than the applicant carrier. Such application shall be
approved by-the Commission if the applicants demonstrate presently
impaired rail service and inadequate motor common carrier service
which results in the serious failure of the rail carrier serving the
shippers to meet the rail equipment or transportation schedules of
shippers or seriously to fail otherwise to 1];nrovide adequate normal rail
services required by shippers and which shippers would reasonably
expect the rail carrier to provide. The Commission shall approve or
disapprove applications under this subsection within 30 days after
receipt of such application. The Commission shall approve agplica-
tions which are not protested by interested parties within 30 days
following receipt of such apfl.icatmn.”.

(?)uSection 11345 of title 49, United States Code, is amended to read
as follows:

“§11345. Consolidation, merger, and acquisition of control: rail
carrier procedure

“(a) If a rail carrier providing transportation subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the Interstate Commerce Commission under subchapter I of
chapter 105 of this title is involved in a proposed transaction under
section 11343 of this title, this section and section 11344 of this title
also apply to the transaction. The Commission shall publish notice of
the application in the Federal Register by the end of the 30th day
after the application is filed with the Commission and after a certified
copy of it is furnished to the Secretary of Transportation. However, if
the application is incomplete, the Commission shall reject it by the
end of that period. The order of rejection is a final action of the
Commission under section 10327 of this title. The published notice
shall indicate whether the application involves—

“(1) the merger or control of at least two class I railroads, as
defined by the Commission, to be decided within the time limits
specified in subsection (b) of this section;

“2) transactions of regional or national transportation signifi-
cance, to be decided within the time limits specified in subsection
(c) of this section; or

“(3) any other transaction covered bg this section, to be decided
within the time limits specified in subsection (d) of this section.

“(b) If the application involves the merger or control of two or more
class I railroads, as defined by the Commission:

(1) Written comments about an application may be filed with
the Commission within 45 days after notice of the application is
published under subsection (a) of this section. Copies of such
comments shall be served on the Secretary of Transportation and
the Attorney General, each of whom may decide to intervene as a
party to the proceeding. That decision must be made by the 15th
day after the date of receipt of the written comments, and if the
decision is to intervene, preliminary comments about the appli-
cation must be sent to the Commission by the end of the 15th day
after the date of receipt of the written comments.

“(2) The Cornmission shall require that applications inconsist-
ent with an application, notice of which was published under
subsection (a) of this section, and applications for inclusion in the
transaction, be filed with i and given to the Secretary of
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Transportation by the 90th day after publication of notice under
thaz.ss)u'%;ectégn ust lude evidentiary Evident

& e Commission m conclude eviden Erooeedmgs entiary
by the end of the 24th month after the date of publication of Proceedings.
notice under subsection (a) of this section. The Commission must
issue a final decision by the 180th day after the date on which it
concludes the evidenti

“(c) If the application invo ves a transaction other than the mergﬁ
or control o%] at least two class I railroads, as defined by the
Commission, which the Commission has determined to be of regional
or national transportation significance:

“(1) Written comments about an application may be filed with Comments.
the Commission within 30 days after notice of the application is
published under subsection (a) of this section. Copies of such
comments shall be served on the Secretary of Transportation and
the Attorney General, each of whom may decide to intervene as a

rty to the proceedmg That decision must be made by the 15th

aﬁ.er the date of receipt of the written comments, and if the
decision is to intervene, preliminary comments about the ap &]:
cation must be sent to tl':le Commission by the end of the 15th
after the date of receipt of the written comments.

*(2) The Commission shall require that applications inconsist-
ent with an alzphcatlon. notice of which was published under
subsection (a) of this sectmn and agphcatmns for inclusion in the
transaction, be th it and given to the Secretary of
Transportation hy the 60th day after publication of notice under
that subsection.

“(8) The Commission must conclude any evidentiary proceed- Evidentiary

by the 180th day after the date of publication of notice under proceedings.
Ilﬁ?nectwn (a) of this section. The Commission must issue a final
decdlzllclm by the 90th day after the date on which it concludes the

“(d) For all applications under this section other than those
specified in subsections (b) and (c) of this section:

“(1) Written comments about an application may be filed with Comments.
the Commission within 30 after notice of the application is
published under subsection (a) of this section. Copies of such
comments shall be served on the Secretary of Transportation and
the Attorney General, each of whom may decice to intervene as a
party to the proceed.mg That decision must be inade by the 15th
day after the date of receipt of the written comments, and if the
decision is to intervene, preliminary comments about the appli-
cation must be sent to the Commission by the end of the 15th ay
after the date of receipt of the written comments.

“(2) The Commission must conclude any evidentiary proceed- Evidentiary
mﬁectthe 105th day after the date of publication of notice under proceedings.
su ion (a) of this section. The Commission must issue a final
decision by the 45th day after the date on which it concludes the
evidentiary proceedings.

“(e) If the Commission does not issue a decision that is a final action Notice to
under section 10327 of this title, it shall send written notice to Congress.

that a decision was not issued and the reasons why it was 49 USC 10327.
not issued.

“(f) The Commission may waive the requirement that an initial Waiver.
decision be made under section 10327 of this title and make a final
decision itself when it determines that action is required for the
timely execution of its functions under this subchapter or that an 49 USC 11341.
application governed by this section is of major transportation
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importance. The decision of the Commission under this subsection is
a final action under section 10327 of this title.”.

(e) Any application filed or pending on the effective date of this Act
under section 11343, 11344, or 11345 of title 49, United States Code,
before the Secretary of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce
Commission, or any court shall be achudlcated or determined as if this
Act had not been enacted.

SAVINGS PROVISIONS

Skc. 229. (a) Any rate that is in effect on the effective date of this
Act for transportation by a rail carrier providing transportation
subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission
under subchapter I of chapter 105 of title 49, United States Code,
may, during the 180-day period beginning on such effective date, be
challenged in a complaint filed with the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission by any interested party alleging that the rail carrier has
market dominance over the transportation to which the rate applies,
as determined under section 10709 of such title, and that the rate is
not reasonable under section 10701a of such title.

(b) Any rate described in subsection (a) of this section—

(1) which is not challenged in a complaint filed within the 180-
day period provided in such subsection; or
(2) which is challenged in such a complaint, but (A) the rail
carrier is found not to have market dominance over the transpor-
tation to which the rate applies, or (B) the rate is found to be
reasonable,
shall be deemed to be lawful and may not thereafter be challenged in
the Commission or in any court (other than on appeal from a decision
of the Commission).

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any rate under
which the volume of traffic moved during the 12-month period
immediately preceding the effective date of this Act did not exceed
500 net tons and has increased tenfold within the 3-year period
immediately preceding the bringing of a challenge to the reasonable-
ness of such rate.

(d) The burden of proof in any proceeding under this section shall
be on the complainant.

TITLE III—RAILROAD COST DETERMINATIONS

UNIFORM ACCOUNTING SYSTEM

Sec. 301. Section 11142 of title 49, United States Code, is
to read as follows:

amended

“§11142. Uniform accounting system

“The Interstate Commerce Commission may prescribe a uniform
accounting system for classes of carriers providing, and brokers for,
transportation subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under
subchapters II, III, and IV of chapter 105 of this title.”.

RAILROAD COST ACCOUNTING

Skc. 302. (a) Chapter 111 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end thereof the following new subchapter:
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“SUBCHAPTER IV—RAILROAD COST ACCOUNTING

“§11161. Railroad Accounting Principles Board Establishment.

49 1.

“(a)(1) There is established a Railroad Accounting Principles Board ** "°C 1'1¢
which shall be within and responsible to the legislative branch of the
Federal Government.

“(2) The Board shall be composed of the Comptroller General of the Membership.
United States, who shall serve as chairman, and six members to be
apz.\ointed by the Comptroller General.

(3) The gomptro].ler General shall appoint members of the Board
from among persons who are well qualified for such position by virtue
of experience in or know of rate regulation, accounting, or cost
determinations. Of the members of the Board so appointed—

“/(A) one shall be from the accounting dprofeeawn;

“(B) one shall be from the railroad industry;

“(C) one shall be a representative of major rail shippers;
“(D) one shall be from the Interstate Commerce Commission;
‘(E) one shall be a representative of small rail shippers; and
“(F) one shall be from the economics profession.

“(4) The term of office of each appointed member of the Board shall
be three years, except that any member appointed to fill a vacancy in
the Board shall serve for the remainder of the term for which his
predecessor was appointed.

“(5) The Board not act in the absence of a quorum, which shall
consist of three members. .

“(b) Each appointed member of the Board shall receive compensa- Compensation.
tion at a rate equal to Y2s0 of the ratgsprescribed for level IV of the
Executive Schedule, under section 5315 of title 5, for each day
(including traveltime) in which he is engaged in the actual perform-
ance of duties vested in the Board.

“(cX1) The Board may utilize personnel from the Federal Govern- Advisory
ment, with the consent of the head of the appropriate Federal corumittees;
department or agency, or appoint individuals from private life, to =@ ¢TVies:
serve on advisory committees or to provide the staff services neces-
sary to assist the Board in carrying out its functions and responsibil-
ities under this subchapter.

“(2) Individuals appointed by the Board under this subsection may
be appointed without regard to the provisions of title 5 governing
appointments in the competitive service, and may be paid without
regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53
of such title, relating to classification and General Schedule pay 5 USC 5101 et

rates. seq., 5331,
‘“(d) All Federal departments and agencies are authorized to
cooperate with the Board and to furnish information, appropriate
personnel (with or without reimbursement), and such financial and
other assistance as may be agreed upon by the Board and the Federal
department or agency involved.
‘(e) Members and employees of the Board and all other individuals Confidential
iagaipointed under this subsection having or having had access to nformation.
ormation in the possession of the Board shall be subject to the
provisions of section 1905 of title 18.
“(f) The Board shall cease to exist three years after the effective Termination.
date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980. Ante, p. 1895

“§11162. Cost accounting principles 49 USC 11162.

“(a) Within two years after the effective date of the Staggers Rail
Act of 1980, the Railroad Accounting Principles Board shall establish, Ante. p. 1895.
for rail carriers providing transportation subject to the jurisdiction of

79-194 O0—81—pt. 2—42:QL3
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49 USC 10501,
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49 USC 11164.

Ante, p. 1895,

49 USC 10501.

the Interstate Commerce Commission under subchapter I of chapter
105 of this title, principles governing the determination of economi-
cally accurate railroad costs directly and indirectly associated with
particular movements of goods, including the variable costs asso-
ciated with particular movements of goods or such other costs as the
Board believes most accurately represent the economic costs of such
movements. Such principles govern the determination of all
railroad costs for i reg‘ulatory proceedings under this title.

“(b) In developmg cost accoun principles under this section, the
Board shall take into account the following considerations:

“(1) The specific regulatory purposes for which railroad costs
are u -

“(2) The degree of accuracy of the cost information which is
needed to meet regulatory purposes.

“(3) The existing capability and the probable future capability
of rail carriers to provide such information and the relative
benefits and costs of requiring development of additional
capability.

“(4) The means by which the degree of economic accur:
required can be obtained at the least possible expense and wit
the least possible information reporting.

“(5) The means by which the confidentiality of such costs can
best be maintained while meeting the need for such information
in regulatory p

“(c) The cost accounting prmc:ples established by the Board shall
require that cost information be re eJ)orbed or disclosed only for the
essential regulatory purposes defined by the Board.

“§11163. Implementation of cost accounting principles

“Upon the establishment of cost accounting princi¥1es by the
Railroad Accounting Principles Board under section 11162 of this
title, the Interstate Commerce Commission shall promptly promul-
gate rules to implement and enforce such principles. Not less than
once every five years after the promulgatlon of the original rules, the
Commission shall review the ci ciples of the Board and shall, by
rule, make such changes in such principles as are required to achieve
the regulatory pu of this title and the goals of this subchapter.
The Commission | insure that the rules promulgated under this
section are the most efficient and least burdensome means by which
the required information may be developed for regulatory purposes.

“§11164. Certification of rail carrier cost accounting systems

“(a) Within 180 days after the effective date of the Staggers Rail
Act of 1980, each rail carrier providing transportation subject to the

jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission under sub-

chapter I of chapter 105 of this title shall file with the Commission a
request for preliminary certification of its cost accounting system.
The Commission s grant such preliminary certification if it
determines that the cost accounting system of such rail carrier is in
compliance with the accounting standards of the Commission in
(-lst;faegt on the day prior to the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of

“(b)(1) As soon as ]gﬂ ctlcable, but not later than 9 months, after the
promulgation of rules by the Commission under section 11168 of this
title, each rail carrier described in subsection (a) of this section shall
file with the Commission a request for final certification of its cost
accounting system developed to comply with this section.
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“(2) Within 90 days, or such additional time as the Commission
finds necessary, after a rail carrier files its request for final certifica-
tion under par ph (1) of this subsection, the Commission shall

ant such fi certification to such carrier if the Commission

etermines that the cost accounting system of such carrier is in
compliance with the rules promulgated by the Commission under
section 11163 of this title. If the Commission denies such final
certification, the rail carrier shall revise its cost accounting system
and file a new request for certification within 90 days after the date of
such denial. The Commission shall thereupon grant final certifica-
tion if it determines that such cost accounting system, as revised, is in
compliance with such rules. If the Commission denies final
certification to the rail carrier, the Commission shall prescribe a cost
accounting system which such carrier shall adopt within a reasonable
time and which shall be considered a finally certified cost accounting
system for purposes of this section. e

“(c) Each rail carrier shall have and maintain a cost accounting
system that is in compliance with the rules promulgated by the

mmission under section 11163 of this title.

“(d)1) Certification under this section that the cost accounting
system of a rail carrier is in compliance with the rules promulgated
by the Commission under section 11163 of this title be valid
until the promulgation of new rules by the Commission. 1

“(2) After the cost accounting system of a rail carrier is certified Cost accounting
under this section, such rail carrier may, after notifying the Commis- ’ngﬁ‘%;_“s- »
sion, make modifications in such system unless, within 60 days after ™°¢"¢a"on
the date of notification, the Commission finds such modifications to
be inconsistent with the rules promulgated by the Commission under
section 11163 of this title. )

“(e) For purposes of determining whether the cost accounting Compliance
system of a rail carrier is in compliance with the rules promulgated determination.
by the Commission, the Commission shall have the right to examine
and make copies of any documents, papers, or records of such rail
carrier relating to compliance with such rules. Such documents,
papers, and records (and any copies thereof) shall not be subject to the
mandatory disclosure requirements of section 552 of title 5.

“811165. Cost availability 49 USC 11165.

“As required by the rules of the Interstate Commerce Commission
governing discovery in Commission proceedinga, rail carriers shall
make relevant cost data available to shippers, States, ports, commu-
nities, and other interested parties that are a party to a Commission
proceeding in which such data is required.

“§11166. Accounting and cost reporting Rules.

“(a) To obtain expense and revenue information for regulatory HUCSE A
purposes, the Interstate Commerce Commission may promulgate
reasonable rules for rail carriers providing transportation subject to
thig:xansdl' iction of the Commission under subchapter I of chaJJter 105
of this title, prescribing expense and revenue accounting and report-
ing requirements consistent with generally acce accounting
principles uniformly applied to suc%ne carriers. Such requirements
shall be cost effective and compatible with and not duplicative of the
managerial and responsibility accounting requirements of those
carriers. To the extent such rules are required solely to provide
expense and revenue information necessary for determining railroad
costs in regulatory proceedings pursuant to this title, such rules shall
be promulgated in accordance with the cost accounting principles

49 USC 10501.
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established by the Railroad Accounting Principles Board under

section 11162 of this title.

“(b) Any mrts required by the rules established by the Commis-
sion under this section s include only information considered
ﬂ?.ﬁ ks for disclosure under the cost accounting principles estab-

the Board or under generally accepted accounting princi-
ples or the requirements of the%%curities and Exchange Comm?ssion.

“§11167. Report
“The Railroad Accounting Principles Board shall, within 2 years
after the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, submit to the
Congress a report setting forth any recommendations of the Board for
appropriate legislative or administrative action in order to integrate
tge cost accounting principles and the cost accounting m certifi-
cation under this subchapter into existing rail carrier rate
lation under this title, including determinations under section
10709 of this title.

“§11168. Authorization of appropriations

“There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out the provi-
sions of this subchapter not to ex $1,000,000 for the year
ending September 30, 1981, not to exceed $1,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1982, and not to exceed $1,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1983.”.

(b) The analysis of chapter 111 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

“SUBCHAPTER IV—RAILROAD COST ACCOUNTING

“11161. Railroad Accounting Principles Board.

“11162. Cost accounting principles.

“11163. Implementation of accounting principles.
“11164. Certification of rail carrier cost accounting systems.
“11165. Cost availability.

“11166. Accounting and cost reporting.

“11167. Report.
“11168. Authorization of appropriations.”.
CIVIL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES
PROVISIONS

Sec. 303. (a)1) Chapter 119 of title 49, United States Code, is
ameng‘ﬁ by inserting immediately after section 11913 the following
new section:

“8§11913a. Accounting principles violations

* rail carrier providing transportation subject to the jurisdic-
tion ofy the Interstate Commerce Commission under subchapter I of
chapter 105 of this title that fails to obtain final certification of its
cost accounting system under section 11164(b) of this title shall be
fined not less $50,000.”.

(2) The section analysis of chapter 119 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting immediately after the item relating to
section 11913 the following new item:

“11913a. Accounting principles violations.”.

(b) Section 11910 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

‘“(d) A person that knowingly discloses confidential data made
available to such person under section 11165 of this title by a rail
carrier providing transportation subject to the jurisdiction of the
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Commission under subc}]'lg&lter 1 of chapter 105 of this title shall be 49 USC 10501.
fined not more than $50,000.”.

TITLE IV—RAILROAD MODERNIZATION ASSISTANCE

FEEDER RAILROAD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Sec. 401. (a) Subchapter I of chapter 109 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
section:

“§10910. Railroad development 49 USC 10910.

“(a) In this section— Definitions.
“(1) ‘financially responsible person’ means a person who (A) is
capable of paying the constitutional minimum value of the
railroad line proposed to be acquired, and (B) is able to assure
that adequate transportation will be provided over such line for a
period of not less than 3 years. Such term includes a government
authority but does not include a class I or a class II rail carrier.
“(2) ‘railroad line’ means (A) during the 3-year period begin-
ning on the effective date of the S rs Rail Act of 1980, a line Ante, p. 1895.
of railroad which carried less than 3,000,000 gross ton miles of
traffic per mile in the preceding calendar year, and (B) after the
end of such 3-year period, any line of railroad.
“(b)1) When the Interstate Commerce Commission finds that— Railroad lines,
“(AXi) the public convenience and necessity require or permit sale-
the sale of a particular railroad line under this section; or
“(ii) a railroad line has been flaced on a system diagram map
as required under section 10904 of this title, but the rail carrier 49 USC 10904,
owning such line has not filed an application to abandon such
line under sections 10903 and 10904 of this title; and 49 USC 10903.
“(B) an application to purchase such line has been filed, in
accordance with regulations required under subsection (k) of this
section, by a financially responsible person,
the Commission shall require the rail carrier owning the railroad line
to sell such line to such financially responsible person at a price not
less than the constitutional minimum value.
“(2) For purposes of this subsection, the constitutional minimum
value of a particular railroad line shall be presumed to be not less
than the net liquidation value of such line or the going concern value
of such line, whichever is greater, but shall not include the cost of
providing a protective arrangement under subsection (j) of this
section.
“(c)(1) For purposes of this section, the Commission may determine
that the public convenience and necessity require or permit the sale
of a railroad line if the Commission determines, after a hearing on
the record, that—
“(A) the rail carrier operating such line refuses within a
reasonable time to make the necessary efforts to provide ade-
quate service to shippers who transport traffic over such line;
‘“(B) the transportation over such line is inad.e:itfnate for the
majority of shippers who transport traffic over such line;
“(C) the sale of such line will not have a significantly adverse
financial effect on the rail carrier operating such line;
“(D) the sale of such line will not have an adverse effect on the
overall operational performance of the rail carrier operating
such line; and
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“(E) the sale of such line will be likely to result in improved
rai%oleia;i transportation for shippers that transport traffic over
suc e.

“2)Ina grooeedlng under this subsection, the burden of proving
that the lic convenience and necesmty require or permit the sale
of a particular railroad line is on the n filing the application to
acquire such line. If the Commission mds under this subsection that
the public convenience and necessity require or permit the sale of a
particular railroad line, the Commission shall concurrently notify
the partles of such finding and publish such finding in the Federal

“(d) In the case of any railroad line su
(a) of this section, the Commission 1, upon the request of the
acquiring carrier, require the selling carrier to provide to the acquir-
ing carrier trackage rights to allow a reasonable interchange with the
selling carrier or to move power equipment or empty rolling stock
between noncontiguous feeder lines operated by the acquiring
carrier. The Commission shall ;qumre the acq
provide the selling carrier reasonable compensano
trackage rights.

“(e) The Commission shall require, to the maximum extent practi-
cable, the use of the employees who would normally have performed
work in connection mtﬁ a railroad line subject to a sale under this
section.

“(f) In the case of a railroad line which carried less than 3,000,000
gross ton miles of traffic per mile in the preceding calendar year,
whenever a purchasing carrier under this section petitions the
Commission for joint rates applicable to traffic moving over through
routes in which the carner may racticably participate,
the Commission ahaﬁ date such petition is
filed and pursuant to sectlon 10‘?8 05(a) of this title, require the
establishment of reasonable joint rates and divisions over such route.

“(gX1) Any person operating a railroad line acquired under this
section may elect to be exempt from any of the ?ru rovisions of this title,
except that such a person may not be exempt from the provisions of
chapter 107 of this title with respect to transportation under a joint

rate

“(2) The provmmns of Ean (1) of this subsection shall apply to
any line of railroad which was abandoned during the 18-month period
immediately prior to the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of

1980 and was subsequently purchased by a financially responsible

bject to sale under subsection

carrier to
or any such

person.

“h) If a ElEun::hazung carrier undar this section proposes to sell or
abandon or rtion of a purchased railroad line, such
purchasing carrier shall offer the right of first refusal with respect to

such line or portion thereof to the carrier which sold such line under
this section. Such offer shall be made at a price equal to the sum of
the price paid by such purc. carrier to such selling carrier for
such lire or portion thereof and the fair market value (less deteriora-
tion) of any improvements made, as adjusted to reflect inflation.

“i) Any person operating a railroad line acquired under this
section may determine preconditions, such as payment of a subsidy,
which must be met by shippers in order to obtain service over suc!
lines, but such operator must notify the shippers on the line of its
intention to impose such preconditions.

“() In the case of any railroad line sold pursuant to this section, the
Commission shall require the selling carrier to provide a fair arrange-
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ment at least as protective of the interests of employees as that

established under section 11347 of this title. 49 USC 11347.
“(k) The Commission shall, within 60 days after the effective date of Rﬁﬂ’lélgt“’ﬂs and

the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, prescribe such regulations and proce- F™°eCHC

dures as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.”. pAE ST
(b) The section analysis of chapter 109 of title 49, United States

Code, is amended by adding immediately after the item relating to

section 10909 the following new item:

“10910. Railroad development.”.

ABANDONMENT

Sec. 402. (a)1) Section 10903(b)(1) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking out the first sentence.
(2) Section 10903(c) of title 49, United States Code, is repealed.
(b)(1) Section 10904(a) of title 49, United States Code, is amended—
(A) by striking out “at least 60” and all that follows through
“effective” in paragraph (1);
(B) by striking out “and” at the end of paragraph (2)A);
(C) by striking out the Period at the end of paragraph (2)(B) and
inserting in lieu thereof “; and”’;
(D) by adding at the end of paragraph (2) the following new
subparagraph:
“C)i) a statement that the line is available for subsidy or sale
in accordance with section 10905 of this title, (ii) a statement that Post, p. 1942.
the carrier will promptly provide to each interested party an
estimate of the subsidy and minimum purchase price required to
keeg the line in operation, calculated in accordance with section
10905 of this title, and (iii) the name and business address of the
person who is authorized to discuss sale or subsidy terms for the
carrier.”; and
(E) by inserting immediately before the period at the end of

aragraph (3)(E) the following: “, and certifying that clauses
?A)_a(%r) have been satisfied within the most recent 30 days prior
to the date the application is filed”.

(2) Section 10904(b) of title 49, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

“(b) If no protest is received within 30 days after the application is
filed, the Commission shall find that the public convenience and
necessity require or permit the abandonment or discontinuance. In Certificate.
such a case, the Commission shall, within 45 days after the applica-
tion is filed, issue a certificate which permits abandonment or
discontinuance to occur within 75 days after the application is filed.”.

(3) Section 10904(c) of title 49, United States Code, is amended to Protests.
read as follows:

“(c)X1) If a protest is received within 30 days after the application is
filed, the Commission shall, within 45 days after the application is
filed, determine whether an investigation is needed to assist in
determining what disposition to make of the application.

“(2) If the Commission decides that no investigation is to be
undertaken, the Commission shall, within 75 days r the applica-
tion is filed, decide whether the present or future public convenience
and necessity require or permit the abandonment or discontinuance,

ing into consideration the application of the rail carrier and any

materials submitted by protestants. If the Commission finds that the Certificate.
present or future public convenience and neeesmttyi]regamre or permit
the abandonment, it shall, within 90 days after the date of applica-
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tion, issue a certificate which permits the abandonment or discon-
tinuance to occur within 120 days after the application is filed.

“(3) If the Commission decides that an investigation should be
undertaken under this section, the investigation must be completed
within 135 days, and an initial decision must be rendered within 165
days, after the date the application is filed. Thirty days after such
decision, the initial decision shall become the final decision of the
Commission unless, during the interim, the Commission decides to
hear appeals. If an initial decision is appealed and considered by the
Commission, the Commission shall issue a final decision within 255
days after the date of application. Whenever the Commission decides
upon investigation that the present or future public convenience and
necessity require or permit the abandonment or discontinuance of
rail service, it shall, within 15 days of the final decision, issue a
certificate which permits the abandonment or discontinuance to
occur within 75 days of the date of the final decision.

‘“(4) The effective date of any certificate which permits abandon-
ment or discontinuance may be stayed by the Commission pursuant
to the provisions of section 10905 of this title.”.

(4) Section 10904 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
redesignating subsection (d) as subsection (e), and by inserting imme-
diately after subsection (¢) the following new subsection:

“(d)(1) The burden is on the person applying for the certificate to
prove that the present or future public convenience and necessity
require or permit the abandonment or discontinuance.

“(2) For applications approved by the Secre of Transportation
as ﬁ‘art of a plan or Kroposal under section 5(a)-(d) of the Department
of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 1654(a)-(d)), the Commission shall
consider whether any detriment from the abandonment or discon-
i:inuarll;:e1 enﬁceeds the transportation benefit from the plan or proposal
as a whole.”.

(5) Section 10904(e) of title 49, United States Code, as redesignated
by Faragraph (4) of this subsection, is amended by inserting immedi-
ately before the period at the end thereof the following: “, except that
the requirement of such description or identification in such diagram
may be waived by the Commission if the application was approved by
the Secretary of Transportation as part of a plan or proposal under
section 5(a)-(d) of the l.Plgpartment of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C.
1654(a)-(d)), or the application is filed by a railroad in bankruptcy”.

(ti})li.iection 10905 of title 49, United States Code, is amended to read
as follows:

“§10905. Offers of financial assistance to avoid abandonment and
discontinuance

“(a) In this section—

“(1) ‘avoidable cost’ means all expenses that would be incurred
by a rail carrier in providing transportation that would not be
incurred if the railroad line over which the transportation was
provided were abandoned or if the transportation were discontin-
ued. Expenses include cash inflows foregone and cash outflows
incur!'ej’e by the rail carrier as a result of not abandoning or
discontinuing the transgortatiun. Cash inflows foregone and cash
outflows incurred include—

“(A) working capital and required capital expenditure;

‘B) expenditures to eliminate deferred maintenance;

“4C) the current cost of freight cars, locomotives, and other
equipment; and
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“(D) the foregone tax benefits from not retiring properties
from rail service and other effects of applicable Federal and
State income taxes.

“(2) ‘reasonable return’ means—

“(A) if a rail carrier is not in reorganization, the cost of
capital to the rail carrier, as determined by the Interstate
Commerce Commission; and

‘YB) if a rail carrier is in reorganization, the mean cost of
capital of rail carriers not in reorganization, as determined
by the Commission.

“(b) Any rail carrier which has filed an application for a certificate
of abandonment or discontinuance shall provide promptly to a party
considering an offer of financial assistance and s provide concur-
rently to the Commission—

“(1) an estimate of the annual subsidy and minimum purchase
price required to keep the line or a portion of the line in
operation; ¢ ]

“(2) its most recent reports on the t‘l;:l]azly'em:‘.all condition of that
part of the railroad line involved in proposed abandonment
or discontinuance;

“(8) traffic, revenue, &nd other data necessary to determine the
amount of annual financial assistance which would be required
to gontinue rail transportation over that part of the railroad line;

ani
“(4) any other information that the Commission deem
neoesaarytoallowago‘hential offeror to calculate an uate
subsidy or purchase offer.

“(c) When the Commisgion finds under section 10903 of this title Publication in
that the public convenience and necessity require or permit abandon- Federal
ment o discontintiance of & particular railroad line, it shall, concur- 45750 10903
rently with service of the decision upon the parties, publish the :
finding in the Federal Rﬁgmtar Within 10 days following the publica- Subsidy or
tion, any person may offer to pay the carrier a subsidy or offer to Purchase offer.
purchase the line. Such offer shall be filed concurrently with the
Commission. If the offer to subsidize or purchase the line is less than
the carrier’s estimate provided under su’insecﬁon (b)X1) of this section,
theoﬁ'ershaﬂegplainthebasisofthedic:.ﬁaﬁty,andthemannerin
which the offer of subsidy or purchase is calculated.

“(d) If, within 15 days after the publication required in subsection Abandonment or
) oftl;litsl ?ecti}i(;n the Compiionion dsthat—(-; g 1 e

a finan responsible person (including a n 4
authority) has offered financial assistance to enagle the rail
transportation to be continued over that part of the railroad line
to be abandoned or over which all rail transportation is to be
discontinued; and

“(2) it is likely that the assistance would be equal to—

‘“(A) the difference between the revenues attributable to
that of the railroad line and the avoidable cost of
providing rail freight transportation on the line, plus a
reasonable return on the value of the line; or

“(B) the acquisition cost of that part of the railroad line;

the Commission shall ne the issuance of a certificate authoriz-
ing abandonment or discontinuance in accordance with subsections
(e) and (f) of this section.

“(e) If the carrier and a person offering financial assistance enter
into an agreement which will provide continued rail service, the
Commission shall postpone the issuance of the certificate for so long
as the agreement, or an extension or modification of the agreement,
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is in effect. If the carrier and a person offering to purchase a line
enter into an agreement which will provide continued rail service,
the Commission shall approve the transaction and dismiss the appli-
cation for abandonment or discontinuance. If the carrier amr a
financially responsible person (including a government authority)
fail to agree on the amount or terms of the subsidy or purchase, either
éz.rty may, within 30 days after the offer is made, request that the

mmission establish the conditions and amount of compensation. If
no agreement is reached within 30 days after the offer is made and
neither party requests that the Commission establish the conditions
and amount of compensation during that same period, the Commis-
sion shall immediately issue a certificate authorizing the abandon-
ment or discontinuance.

“(fX1) Whenever the Commission is requested to establish the
conditions and amount of compensation under this section—

“(A) the Commission shall render its decision within 60 days;

“(B) where subsidy has been offered, the Commission shall
determine the amount and terms of subsidy based on the avoid-
able cost of providing continued rail transportation, plus a
reasonable return on the value of the line; and

“(C) where an offer of purchase has been made in order to
continue rail service on the line, the Commission shall determine
the price and other terms of sale. In no case shall the Commission
set a price which is below the fair market value of the line
(includl.)ing. unless otherwise mutually agreed, all facilities on the
line or )portion necessary to provide effective transportation
services).

“(2) The decision of the Commission shall be binding on both
parties, except that the person who has offered to subsidize or
purchase the line may withdraw his offer within 10 days of the
Commission’s decision. In such a case, the Commission shall immedi-
ately issue a certificate authorizing the abandonment or discontinu-
ance, unless other offers are being considered pursuant to paragraph
(3) of this subsection.

“(3) If a carrier receives more than one offer to purchase or
subsidize, it shall select the offeror with whom it wishes to transact
business, and complete the sale or subsidy agreement, or request that
the Commission establish the conditions and amount of compensation
prior to the 40th day after the date on which notice was published
under subsection (c) of this section. If no agreement on subsidy or sale
is reached within the 40-day period and the Commission has not been
requested to establish the conditions and amount of compensation,
any other offeror may request that the Commission establish the
conditions and amount of compensation. If the Commission has
established the conditions and amount of compensation and the
original offer has been withdrawn, any other offeror may accept the
Commission’s decision within 20 days of such decision, and the
Commission shall require the carrier to enter into a sale or subsidy
agreement with such offeror, if such sale or agreement incorporates
the Commission’s decision.

“(4) No purchaser of a line or portion of line sold under this section
may transfer or discontinue service on such line prior to the end of
the second year after consummation of the sale, nor may such
purchaser transfer such line, except to the carrier from whom it was
pllilrcslglased, prior to the end of the fifth year after consummation of
the sale.

““(5) Any subsidy provided under this section may be discontinued
on notice of 60 days. Unless, within such 60-day period, another
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financially responsible party enters into a subsidy agreement at least
as beneficial to the carrier as that which was or was to be discontin-
ued, the Commission shall, at the carrier’s request, immediately issue
a certificate authorizing the abandonment or discontinuance of
service on the line.”.

CONVERSION OF ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Skc. 408. Section 809(d) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regula- 49 USC 10906
tory Reform Act of 1976 is amended— note.
(1) by inserting “(1)” immediately before the first sentence
thereog and
(2) by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:

“(2) There are authorized to be appropriated, for the purposes of Appropriation

carrying out the provisions of subsection (bX2) of this section, not to authorization.
exceed an te amount of $10,000,000 for the fiscal years 1981,
1982, and 1983. Such sums are authorized to remain available until
expended. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b)X2) of this
section, the Federal share for each grant made from the funds
authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this paragraph may not
exceed 80 percent of the total cost of any project.”.

EXTENSION OF REDEEMABLE PREFERENCE SHARE FINANCING

Sec. 404. Sections 505(e), 507(a), 507(d), and 509 of the Railroad
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 825(e),
81, J080" wisrower It nppours and iseeting to Mo thetsof - Heptorn

5 wherever it ap an in lieu thereo ptem-
ber 30, 1982"” in each suclg\);al;f:e

FINANCING

Sec. 405. (a)1) Section 505(d)(8) of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 825(d)3)) is amended by Post. p. 1947.
striking out “$700,000,000” and inserting in lieu thereof
“$1,400,000,000".

(2) Sections 507(a) and 509 of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regu]ato? Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 827(a) and 829) are each
%&f&:ﬂw v O%Onkxng_', ing out “$600,000,000” and inserting in lieu thereof

(b)1) Section 509 of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976 (456 U.S.C. 829) is amended by inserting “(a)”’
immediately after “Sgc. 509.” and by adding at the end thereof the
following new subsection:

“(b)1) Not more than $200,000,000 of the funds received by the Funds transfer.
Secretary of Transportation from amounts a iated under sub-
section (a) of this section shall be transferred Secretary to the
United States Railway Association for use the Association in
accordance with section 216(b)(3) of the Regional Rail Reorganization
Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 726(bX3)). Such funds shall be transferred Post, p. 1946.
immediatel usgon the finding by the Finance Committee under such
section 216(b)3).

*(2) Not less than 5 percent of the funds received by the Secretary Purchase or
of Transportation from amounts appropriated under subsection (a) rehabilitation.
(excluding funds transferred under paragraph (1) of this subsection)
shall be available for the purchase or rehabilitation of railroad lines
acquired under section 10910 of title 49, United States Code, except Ante, p. 1939.
that no such funds shall be available for the purchase or rehabilita-
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tion of such a railroad line unless such purchase or rehabilitation is
consistent with the rail plan (as defined under section 5 of the
Pepartmm ent of Transportation Act) of the State in which such line is
oca

“(3) Of the funds authorized to be appropriated under this section
(other than funds described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsec-
tion) not more than $180,000,000 are authorized to be appropriated in
fiscal year 1981.”.

(2) Section 216(b) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 726(b)) is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new paragraph:

“(SXAE Amounts transferred to the Association pursuant to section
509(b)(1) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of
1976 may be used to purchase series A preferred stock of the
Corporation to provide for the implementation by the Corporation of
a program to reduce the Corporation’s work force, if the Finance
Committee finds that the implementation of such program will result
in substantial savings to the United States.

“(B) An emploiee who ceases to be an employee as a result of the
reduction of work force under a pmlgram implemented pursuant to
this paragraph shall not, by reason of so ceasing to be an employee, or
by reason of any work or employment entered into after so ceasing to
be an employee, lose such employee’s current connection with the
1]:3%119?.(1 industry for the purposes of the Railroad Retirement Act of

(c)(1) Section 505(a) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 725(a)) is amended—

(A) by inserting “(1)” immediately before “Any railroad”’; and
(B) by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraphs:

“(2) An employee or employee-shipper group may apply to the
Secretary for financial assistance pursuant to subsection (b)(3) of this
section.

“3) A financially responsible person (as defined in section
10910(a)(1) of title 49, United States Code) may apply to the Secretary
for financial assistance from funds made available pursuant to
section 509(b)2) of this title.”.

(2) Section 505(b) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 825(b)) is amended by adding at the end
thereof the following new paragraph:

“(3) The Secretary may approve afplications to provide financial
assistance to any employee or employee-shipper ownership group
formed pursuant to a plan for the purchase or rehabilitation of a line
or lines of railroad or of rail facilities which are considered to be in
the public interest. The Secretary shall not use more than 20 percent
of the total funds available under this section for such financial
assistance. In considering the allocation of available funds and
priority of eligible projects under this subsection, the Secretary shall
consider the availability of viable alternatives to the ownership or
rehabilitation by the eligible employee—shigper group for the continu-
ation of rail service. Projects with no such alternative shall receive
highest priority.”.

(3) Sections 506 through 509 of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulato? Reform Act of 1976 (46 U.S.C. 826 through 829) are
amended by—

(A) inserting “employee or employer-shipper group” immedi-
ately after “railros.dR w%erever it appears; ) :

(B) inserting “employee or employee-shipper groups” immedi-
ately after “ml.lroacg' " wherever it appears; and
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(C) inserting “emplo oyee or employee-shipper group’s” immedi-
ately after “railroad’s” wherever it appears.

(4) Section 505(d) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 825(d)) is amended by redesignating Ante, p. 1945.
paragraph (3) as paragraph (4) and by inserting after paragraph (2)
the following new paragraph:

“(3) In the case of a Government authority that applies for financial
assistance from funds made available pursuant to section 509(b)(2) for Ante, p. 1945.
the purchase or rehabilitation of railroad lines purchased under
section 10910 of title 49, United States Code, financing pursuant to Ante p. 1939.
this section shall be in the form of purchase by the Secretary of bonds
or other debt obligations issued for such purpose by such Government
authority.”.

(5) Paragraph (4) of section 505(d) of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 725(d)), as redesignated by 45 USC 825.
this subsection, is amended by inserting “, bonds, and other debt
cbligations” immediately after “trustee certificates”.

(d) Section 501 of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
l}::teform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 821), as amended, is further amended

y—-

(1) striking out “and” at the end of paragraph (7);

(2) inserting “acquisition or sale of assets or securities,” imme-
diately after “merger,” in paragraph (8);

(3) striking out the period at the end of paragraph (8) and
inserting in lieu thereof a semicolon; and

(4) adding at the end thereof the following new paragraphs: Definitions.

“(9) ‘consolidation’ means the combination of separate rail
facilities and the abandonment of the excess facilities, except
that such term does not include the combination by a single
railroad of multiple tracks into fewer tracks where the tracks do
DD::‘ constitute separate physical and operating lines of railroad;
an

“(10) ‘coordination’ means the combination of rail freight
traffic flows through the use of joint facilities arrangements or
internally that result in a reduction of service on at least one
facility and includes arrangements for joint use of tracks or other
facilities and the acquisition or sale of assets.”.

(e) The first sentence of section 511(a) of the Railroad Revitalization
and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U. S C. 831(a)) is amended by
inserting immediately after “equipment” the following: “(which
includes but is not limited to computerized car management
systems)”.

TRANSACTION ASSISTANCE

Sec. 406. Section 505(h) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regula-
tory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 825(h)) is amended by adding at the
end thereof the following new paragraphs:

“(5) Financial assistance made available under paragraph (1)(B) of
this subsection may be used to purchase, for purposes of rail banking,
properties of the Milwaukee Railroad located ir the State of Montana
with respect to which an interest in future rail common carrier
operations has been evidenced.

“(6) Applications for rail banking shall be treated equally with
other applications for transaction assistance.”
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ELECTRIFICATION LOAN GUARANTEES

Skc. 407. Section 211(i) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of

1973 (45 U.S.C. 721(1)) is amended—
(1) by inserting “or any other railroad” immediately after “the

Corporation” the first place it agﬁearsi
(2;)’Oby inserting “or such railroad” immediately after “the
Corporation” the second and third places it appears; and

(3) by inserting immediately after the first sentence the follow-
ing new sentences: “Upon application by the Corporation or by
any railroad in reorganization in the region which receives a
loan under section 211(a) of this Act, the tary shall, pursu-
ant to the provisions of and within the obligational limitations
contained in sections 511 through 513 of such Act, guarantee
obligations of the Corporation or such railroad for purposes of
making capital improvements to coal export facilities.”.

AMENDMENT TO THE REGIONAL RAIL REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1973

Sec. 408. (a) The second sentence of section 211(d) of the Regional
Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 721(d)) is amended by
inserting "is not required to make the findings with respect to
subsections (e)(3) and (f) and” immediately after “the Association”
the first place it agpears.

(b) Section 211(d)(2) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 721(d)2)) is amended bX striking out “$4,000,000” and
inserting in lieu thereof “$7,500,000”.

(c) The last sentence of section 211(d) of the Regional Rail Reorgani-
zation Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 721(d)) is amended by striking out “1980”
and inserting in lieu thereof “1981”.

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE REPORT

Sec. 409. Within 90 days after the end of each fiscal year, the
Secretary of Transportation shall submit a report to the Congress
listing the specific Federal assistance provided the railroad industry
during such fiscal year. Each such report shall set forth the reasons
for each Federal loan or grant and Z}ﬂ:lam the way in which such
loan or grant contributed to the overall goal of providing a safe and
efficient transportation system.

TITLE V—CONRAIL TITLE V LABOR PROTECTION

MONTHLY DISPLACEMENT ALLOWANCE

Sec. 501. Section 505(b) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.8.C. 775(b)) is amended to read as follows:

“(b) MoNTHLY DISPLACEMENT ALLOWANCE.—A protected ecxzfloyee
shall be paid a monthly displacement allowance for any calendar
month within the period identified in subsection (c) of this section in
which the employee is deprived of employment or adversely affected
with respect to such employee’s compensation, in accordance with the
following provisions:

“(1)X(A) Effective on the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act
of 1980, the protected rate of pay of a protected nonoperating
employee (other than a maintenance-of-way employee) who has
been deprived of employment or adversely affected with respect
to such employee’s compensation shall be based on the rate of
pay of the position held by the employee on September 1, 1979, or
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if the employee held no position on that date, the rate of pay of
the last position held by the empv::)ﬁee prior to that date. A
guaranteed hourly rate of pay will be computed for each
protected employee, based on the rate described in the precedi
sentence, a.mr will be (i) the actual hourly rate for hourly ra
employees, (ii) the daily rate divided by 8 for daily rated employ-
ees, and (iii) the monthly rate divided &the working days in the
cla.il'i’l montlﬁ, furthei-r divided by 8, in reﬁeefcaaq tt;f mo;:ﬁ.lﬂy rated
emplo, . For employees occupying positions, the guaran-
teel;hgﬁege compufedyon the ba?sm of the weighted average daily
rate of the positions relieved. Extra list employees will be
guaranteed the extra list rate.

“(B) In the event a protected employee’s position is abolished or
such employee is displaced and is thereby required to occupy a
positio:;e[;aavi.ng an hourly rate that is less than such employee’s

an hourly rate, the protected employee shall be paid the
ifference between the hourly rate of pay of the position such
employee is occupying and his guaranteed hourly rate for all
hours included in the straight time work schedule of such
employee’s position for the month of claim, less any time lost on
account of voluntary absences other than vacations. Hours
worked in excess of the straight time work schedule shall be paid
in addition to the guarantee at the rate applicable to the position
occupied, i,s provided for in the applicable collective bargaining

ment.

“(C) For any month or portion thereof in which a protected
e*rllﬁlogeee is deprived of emgloyment. the Erotected employee
s paid such employee's guaranteed hourly rate for the
number of hours such employee would have worked in the
strqight time work schedule of such employee’s previously held

1t10n.

“(D) Notwithstanding the provision that the protected rate
shall be the rate of the position held on or immediately preceding
September 1, 1979, if a protected employee becomes the perma-
nent incumbent of a higher rated position and is not disqualified
therefrom, the higher rate shall become such employee’s
protected rate.

“(2) Notwithstand.i.gf agraph (1) of this subsection, effective
on the effective date e Staggers Rail Act of 1980, a protected Ante p. 1895,
maintenance-of-way employee shall be afforded his average
monthly compensation, which is defined as the total compensa-
tion received by such employee during the 12 months immedi-
ately preceding January 1, 1975, divided by his total time paid for
during that period and multiplied by 174 or by his average
monthly time paid for, whichever is less, and adjusted to reflect
subsequent general wage increases. If a protected employee is
deprived of employment or if the employee’s straight-time com-
pensation in his current position is less in any month than the
employee’s average mon compensation, the employee shall
be paid the difference between his straight-time earnings, if any,
and 80 percent of the average monthly compensation, less any
time lost on account of voluntary absences other than vacations.
If, at the close of the calendar year, the sum of the protected
employee’s annual straight-time compensation, monthly dis-
placement allowance payments and offsets applicable pursuant
to this title is less than the employee’s average monthly compen-
sation multiplied by 12, the employee shall receive an additional
payment representing the difference. If in the previous calendar
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year an employee has received displacement allowance pay-
ments in excess of his annual entitlement, the excess payments
shall be recovered from any current or future entitlement to
mone benefits afforded by this title, exclusive of benefits
afforded by section 505(g) of this title.

“(3) Effective on the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of
1980 a protected operating employee (as defined in Interstate
Commerce Commission classifications 107 through 128) who has
been deprived of employment or adversely affected with respect
to such employee’s compensation shall be afforded his average
monthly compensation computed in accordance with this subsec-
tion as in ef’?:ct prior to such effective date, but subject to a
maximum amount equal to one-twelfth of the average annual
earnings of all employees in the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion classification, computed by cumulating the employee earn-
ings reported to the Commission b%' the Corporation on a
monthly basis for calendar year 1977 for the Interstate Com-
merce Commission classification of operating service in which
such employee performed the preponderance of such employee’s
work in calendar year 1974, increased by applicable general wage
increases. If the employee performed no operating service in
1974, the Interstate Commerce Commission classification shall
be determined by the preponderance of such employee’s operat-
ing service in an immediately preceding calendar year. If the
average monthly compensation of a Jarotected operating
employee exceeds the maximum amount described in the first
sentence of this p ph, the average monthly compensation
of the employee will g reduced to such maximum amount for
purposes of computing such employee’s monthly displacement
allowance, if any. If the average monthly compensation of a
protected operating employee is less than such maximum
amount, the average monthly compensation of the employee will
be used to compute such employee’s monthly displacement
allowance, if any. If a prof.ectedv employee is deprived of
employment, or if the employee is adversely affected with
respect to his compensation such that the compensation in such
employee’s current position is less in anly month than the
average monthly compensation of the employee or such maxi-
mum amount, whichever is less, the employee shall be paid 75
per centum of the difference between such employee’s earnings,
if any, and the lesser figure, minus any time lost on account of
voluntary absences other than vacations. If at the close of the
calendar year the sum of the protected employee’s annual
earnings, monthly displacement allowance payments, and offsets
applicable pursuant to this title is less than such employee’s
average monthl{ compensation subject to the maximum amount
and multiplied by 12, the employee shall receive an additional
payment representinf the difference. In the computation of the
annual payment, if during the calendar year an employee has
been force assigned to, or has been required to exercise seniority
to, a position in an Interstate Commerce Commission classifica-
tion with a lesser maximum amount than the maximum amount
applicable to such employee’s 1974 Interstate Commerce Com-
mission classification, such employee shall be paid the difference
without credit being taken for compensation earned by virtue of
actual working hours in the calendar year in excess of the
number of hours paid for in such employee’s average monthl;
compensation muﬁi lied by 12 or suclg employee’s annual 197
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maximum amount, whichever is less. An employee’s compensa-
tion for p of this subsection shall not include savings
aharhég prﬂuctivity payments received pursuant to paragraph
(t) of the Crew Consist ment between the Corporation and
the United Transportation Union dated September 8, 1978. If, in
the previous calendar year, an employee received displace-
ment allowance payments in excess of such employee’s annual
entitlement, the excess payments shall be recovered from any
current or future entitlement to monetary benefits afforded by
this title, exclusive of benefits afforded by subsection (g) of this

section.

‘““(4) Effective on the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of
1980, a protected noncontract employee who has been deprived of Ante, p. 1895.
emplayment. or adversely affected with respect to such em-
ployee's compensation shall retain his average monthly com-
pensation and mon isplacement allowance computed in
accordance with this su on as in effect prior to such effective
date. In the event such noncontract employee exercises or has
exercised seniority in a craft or class of operating employees,
such employee's entitlement to a monthly displacement allow-
ance ang fringe benefits, and such employee’s eligibility for
transfer, shall be the same as the entitlement and eligibility of
other protected employees in the craft or class in which seniority
is exercised. In the event such noncontract employee exercises or
has exercised seniority in a craft or class of nonoperating
employees, the entitlement of such employee to a monthl
displacement allowance and fringe benefits, and such employee’s
eligibility for transfer, shall be consistent with the entitlement
and eligyility of other protected empl%eaes in the craft or class
in which seniority is exercised, except that the protected rate of
pay shall be baae& on the rate of pay of the position first obtained
through the exercise of seniority, rather than the rate of any
position held on or prior to September 1, 1979.

“(5) Notwithstanding the precedin%eprovisions of this subsec-
tion, employees who, prior to September 1, 1979, accepted trans-
fer to positions requiring a change of residence pursuant to
subsection (d) of this section, shall retain their average monthly
compensation and monthly displacement allowance computed in
accordance with this subsection prior to the effective date of the
Sta 6gers Rail Act of 1980.

“%) In determining compensation in a protected employee's
current employment, such employee shall be treated as occupy-
ing the position producing the highest rate of pay to which such
emgloyee’s qualifications and seniority entitle the employee
under the applicable collective aining agreement and which
does not require a change in residence. A protected operating
employee will be considered to be occupying the position produc-
ing the highest rate of pay if the employee occupies a position
producing compensation equal to suci'; employee’s average
monthly compensation, subject to the maximum amount.

“(7) With resibect to a protected employee who has been
deprived of employment, the monthly displacement allowance
shall be reduced by (A) the full amount of any unemployment
compensation benefits received by such employee, and (B) an
amount equivalent to any outside earnings of such employee.

“(8) A protected employee’s average monthly compensation or
protectetl rate of pay shall be adjusted from time to time
thereafter to reflect subsequent general wage increases.

79-194 O—&l—pt. 2—43: QL3
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“(9) The average monthly compensation or protected rate of
pay provided by this section s in no event exceed $2,500 in
any month, except that such amount shall be adjusted to reflect
general wage increases subsequent to April 1, 1976.

“(10) A protected employee and his representative shall be
furnished with such employee’s protected rate of pay, or average
monthly compensation and average monthly time paid for,
subject to the maximum amount, computed in accordance with
the terms of this subsection. Each protected employee who has
been deprived of employment or his representative and the
employer shall agree upon a procedure by which the employee
shall p the employer currently informed of the unemploy-
ment compensation benefits received by such employee al:lgj the
earnings of such employee in employment other than with such
emplo er.

“(11) In the case of a supplemental transaction—

“(A) with respect to an employee described in paragraph
(1) of this subsection who was not employed on September 1,
1979, the protected rate of pay of such employee shall be
based on the rate of pay of the position held by such
employee on the first day of the first month after September
1979 in which such employee was employed;

“(B) with respect to an employee described in paragraph
(2) of this subsection who was not employed during the 12
months immediately preceding January 1, 1975, the average
monthly compensation of such employee shall be determined
on the basis of the first 12-month period after January 1,
1974, during which such employee was employed; and

“(C) with respect to an employee described in paragraph
(3) of this subsection—

“(i) if such employee was employed during the 12
months immediately preceding January 1, 1975, the
average monthly compensation of such employee shall
be determined on the basis of such 12-month period; and

“(ii) if such employee was not employed during the 12
months immediately preceding January 1, 1975, the
preponderance of work of such employee shall be de-
termined on the basis of the first 12-month period after
January 1, 1974, during which such employee was
employed.”.

DURATION OF MONTHLY DISPLACEMENT ALLOWANCE

Sec. 502. Section 505(c) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.8.C. T75(c)) is amended to read as follows:

“(c) DuraTiION OF MoONTHLY DiSPLACEMENT ALLOWANCE.—The
monthly displacement allowance provided for in subsection (b) of this
section shall, in the case of a protected employee with 5 or more years
of service on the effective date of this Act, continue until the
attainment of age 65 by such employee, and shall, in the case of a
protected employee who has less 5 years of service on such date,
continue for a period equal to the employee’s total prior years of
service, except that such monthly displacement allowance—

“1) s terminate upon the protected employee’s death,
retirement, resignation, or dismissal for cause;

“(2) shall not be paid with respect to any period of disciplinary
suspension for cause, failure to work due to illness or disability,
voluntary furlough, or failure to retain or obtain a position
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available to the employee by the exercise of such employee’s
seniorit%;' hts in accordance with the provisions of this section;
“(8) shall not be paid to a protected employee deprived of
employment with respect to any period of failure to work due to
strike, fire, flood, snowstorm, hurricane, earthquake, tornado, or
other similar natural occurrence that causes a suspension of
operations in whole or in part and precludes performance of the
work which would be performed by the incumbents of the
itions to be abolished or the work which would be performed
E;a the employees involved in the force reductions (but the
payment of monthly displacement allowances shall be resumed
upon termination of the emergency); and
“(4) shall not be paid with respect to any month that com-
mences after the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 Ante, p. 1895.
for which the employee has failed to a claim for such
allowance within 8 full calendar months (unless otherwise
agreed upon by the employee or his representative and the
employer) after the last day of the month for which such
allowance is sought, except that such 3-month limit shall not
apply to any claim which is the subject of or is based upon an
arbitration decision issued pursuant to section 507 of this title. 45 USC777.
Unless otherwise agreed upon by the employee or his representative
and the employer, the entitlement of an employee to an allowance
shall be approved or denied within 150 days after the claim therefor is
made if such claim is filed durin%t;lhf 12-month period beginning on
the effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, and within 90 days
after the claim therefor is made if such claim is filed after such 12-
month period. Any claim not approved or denied at the expiration of
the time limits described in the preceding sentence shall be deemed
approved.”.
TRAINING AND TRANSFER

Sec. 503. (a)1) Section 505(d) (1) and (3) of the ional Rail
Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 775(d) (1) and (3)) are each
amended by inserting “‘or other employers with employees protected
under this section” immediately after “Corporation”’ wherever it

appears.

&‘)3 Section 505(d)(1) of the Rﬁional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 775(d)(1)) is amended by inserting “or the system of other
emplu'vers with em’ployeea protected under this section” immediately
after “Corporation’s system”.

(3) Section 505(d)(2) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. T75(d)(2)) is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new sentence: “Notwithstandirﬁ any other provision of this
subsection, a protected employee of the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation s not be required to transfer to a location outside the
seniority district of such protected employee.”.

(b) Section 505(d)(4) of the Refional Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. T75(d)4)) is amended by striking out “Transfers” and
inserting in lieu thereof “Except as provided in paragraph (5) of this
subsection, transfers”.

(c) Section 505(d) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 7756(d)(4)), as amended, is further amended by adding at the
end thereof the following new paragraph:

“(5) In the case of a marine craft or class on the Corporation’s
systtim, or 1; th% craf:o or class of a Penn Truck Iﬁi;iélpcorpqaated.
employee, transfers to vacancies requiring a c in residence
shapl.l be subject to the following: T
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“(A) The vacancy shall be first offered to the junior qualified
protected employee or employees deprived of employment in the
seniority district where the vacancy exists, and each such
employee shall have 20 days to elect one of the options set forth
in paragraph (1) of this subsection. The Corporation shall deter-
mine the number of junior qualified protected employees de-
prived of employment (not to exceed four employees per offer)
who will be included in the offer of transfer. The vacancy will be
awarded to the most junior qualified protected employee who
accepts transfer. Other qualified protected employees who have
accepted the transfer will retain their status as employees
deprived of employment. Employees junior to the acceptor who
have elected one of the options set forth in paragraph (1) of this
subsection shall retain the option. If the vacancy is not filled, it
may be again offered in inverse seniority order to remaining
qualified protected employee(s) deprived of employment (not to
exceed four employees per offer) in the seniority district.

“(B) If there are no qualified protected employees deprived of
employment in the seniority district where the vacancy exists,
the vacancy may be offered in inverse seniority order to qualified
protected employees deprived of employment (not to exceed four
employees per offer) on the system, in accordance with the
prooeciure in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph. Employees
offered transfer pursuant to this paragraph will be afforded 30
days to elect one of the options set forth in paragraph (1) of this
subsection.

“(C) The provisions of this paragraph shall not prevent the
adoption of other procedures pursuant to an agreement made by
the Corporation and representatives of the class or craft of
employees involved.

“(D) When no bona fide vacancies exist in such craft or class,
the Corporation may offer such employee comparable employ-
ment for which the employee is qualified, or for which the
employee can be trained, in another craft or class. The Corpora-
tion shall first attempt to locate a comparable position in a
seniority district which encompasses the employee’s last work
location, and if successful, a transfer notice may be tendered
pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph. If no such
position exists, the Corporation may tender the employee a
transfer notice involving a position elsewhere on the system
pursuant to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph. In the event it is
necessary to train an employee after such employee’s acceptance
of a position pursuant to this paragraph, such training shall be
provided by the Corporation at no cost to the employee.”.

(d) Section 505(i)(1) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973

(45 U.S.C. T75(iX1)) is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new sentences: ‘“The Corporation may simultaneously offer
a position to not more than 4 protected noncontract employees. The
position shall be given to the protected employee accepting transfer
whom the Corporation considers to be best qualified for the particular
position involved. Other protected employees who have accepted the
transfer shall retain their previous status. Employees who have
elected a voluntary suspension of employment at their home location
in lieu of protective benefits or a severance of employment shall
retain the option elected.”.
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PAYMENT, AUDIT, AND REPORT

Sec. 504. Section 509 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.S.C. 779) is amended to read as follows:

“PAYMENT, AUDIT, AND REPORT

“Sec. 509. (a) PAyMENT.—The Corporation, the Association (where
applicable), replacement operators, and acquiring railroads, as the
case may be, shall be responsible for the actual payment of all
allowances, expenses, and costs provided protected employees pursu-
ant to the provisions of this title. The Corporation, the Association
(where applicable), replacement operators, and acquiring railroads
shall then be reimbursed for the actual amounts paid to, or for the
benefit of, employees, pursuant to the provisions of this
title (including such amounts paid by the employer prior to the
effective date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 and training costs Ante p. 1895.
incurred by the Corporation pursuant to section 505(d)(4)D) of this 45 USC 775.
title), other than provisions with respect to employee pension bene-
fits, not to exceed an aggregate sum of $485,000,000, by the Railroad
Retirement Board, upon certification to such Board in such detail as
the Board may reasonably require, by the Corporation, the Associ-
ation (where applicable), replacements operators, and acquiring rail-
roads, of the amounts paid such employees, except that the aggregate
amount of reimbursements made by the Board for the payment of
monthly displacement allowances in the period after the effective
date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 not exceed $180,000,000.

There is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary annually such Appropriation
sums as may be required to meet the obligations Sgyahle under this authorization.
title, not to excer:ﬁ the aggregate sum of $485,000,000. Upon the
exhaustion of such authorization, the Corporation, the Association
(where applicable), replacement operators, and acquiring railroads
shall retain responsibility for the payment of benefits otherwise
reimbursable under this title, but they shall not be reimbursed
therefor. There is further authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary such sums as maﬁebe necessary to provide for additional
administrative expenses to be incurred by the Railroad Retirement
Board in the performance of its functions under this section. Appro-
griat.ions authorized under this section may be allocated by the
tary to the Railroad Retirement Board.

“(b) Auprr.—Beginning October 1, 1980, the Association shall
conduct a program audit of the payment of benefits pursuant to this
title and shall evaluate the effectiveness of the provisions of this title
in improving the Corporation’s management of certain protected
employees in its workforce who are entitled to receive monthly
displacement allowances. Such audits and evaluations shall be con-
ducted in accordance with such rules and tions as the Associ-
ation may prescribe. The representatives of the Association shall Records,
have access to all books, accounts, records, reports, files, and other 2ccessibility.
papers, things, or property belonging to, or in use by or in connection
with, the Corporation, replacement operators, acquiring railroads, or
the Railroad Retirement Board which pertain to the benefits pro-
vided protected employees pursuant to this title and which are
necessary to facilitate such audit and evaluation.

“(c) RerorT.—The Association shall transmit to the Congress and Transmittal to
the President, not later than 90 days after the end of each fiscal year, tOI:m ;g;it
a comprehensive and detailed report on the payment of benefits "
under this title and the effectiveness of the provisions of this title in
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improving the Corporation’'s management of certain protected
employees in its workforce who are entitled to receive monthly
displacement allowances.”.

RAILROAD HIRING

Skc. 505. Title V of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45
U.S.C. 771 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new section:

““RAILROAD HIRING

“Sec. 510. Any protected employee of the Corporation and any
employee of the Corporation who is separated or furloughed from his
employment with the Corporation (other than for cause) shall, unless
found to be less qualified than other applicants, have the first right of
hire by any other railroad that is subject to regulation by the
Commission for any vacancy that is not covered by (1) an affirmative
action plan, or a hiring plan designed to eliminate discrimination,
that is required by Federal or State statute, regulation, or Executive
order, or by the order of a Federal court or agency, or (2) a permissible
voluntary affirmative action plan. For purposes of this section, a
railroad shall not be considered to be lnrmg new employees when it
recalls any of its own furloughed employees.”.

SINGLE COLLECTIVE-BARGAINING AGREEMENT

Sec. 506. Section 504(d) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.S.C. 774(d)) is amended to read as follows:

“(d) NEw COLLECTIVE-BARGAINING AGREEMENTS.—Not later than
60 days after the effective date of any conveyance pursuant to the
provisions of this Act, the representatives of the various classes of
crafts of the employees of a railroad in reorganization involved in a
conveyance and representatives of the Corporation shall commence
negotiation of a new single collective-bargaining agreement for each
class and craft of employees covering the rate of pay, rules, and
working conditions of employees who are employees of the Corpora-
tion. Such collective-bargaining agreement shall include appropriate
provisions concerning rates of pay, rules, and working conditions, but
shall not include any provisions for job stabilization resulting from
any transaction effected pursuant to this Act which may exceed or
conflict with those established herein. Negotiations with respect to
such single collective-bargaining agreement, and any successor
thereto, shall be conducted systemwide.”.

EMPLOYEE PROTECTION PAYMENTS

Sec. 507. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Consolidated Rail Corporation and other emplofyers with employees
protected under the provisions of title V of the Regional %eu]
Reorganization Act of 1973 shall, until the effective date of this Act,
continue to make payments for emgloyee rotection under such Act
in accordance with the provisions of such Act which were in effect on
January 1, 1979. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, such
Corporation and employers shall be reimbu for such payments in
accordance with the provisions of section 509(a) of the Regional Rail
Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. T79(a)).



PUBLIC LAW 96-4483—OCT. 14, 1980 94 STAT. 1957

TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS

Sec. 508. (a)X1) The item relating to section 509 in the table of
contents of the ional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C.
701 et seq.) is amended to read as follows:
“Sec. 509. Payment, audit, and report.”.

(2) The table of contents of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) is amended by inserting immediately after
the item relating to section 509 the following new item:

“Sec. 510. Railroad hiring.”.

(b) Section 102(16) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 702(16)) is amended to read as follows:
“(16) ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Transportation or the “Secretary.”
designated representative of the i
(¢) Section 201 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45
U.8.C. 711) is amended—
(1) by amending subsection (dX2) to read as follows:
“(2) three (_}ovemmen:; melglbfrs, who ghti]l & CAé)y the Segg g:lilt:':ysmtes
, acting directly or at any eLhmu? e Deputy Secre ay.
of ansportaﬁon,ythe General Counsel of the Bepartlnent of oo,
Transportation, the Federal Railroad Administrator, or the Directors.
Deputy Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration,
(B) the Secretary of the Treasury, acting directly or at any time
through an officer of the Department of the Treasury who has
been appointed with the advise and consent of the Senate, and (C)
the Chairman of the Commission, acting directly or at any time
through the Vice Clmanth;-ough &t;e the Commission: Dé and”f?;ecre
(2) striking out “ ir respective Deputy taries”
from the first sentence of subsection (i) and inserting in lieu
thereof “in the case of the Secretary, through the Deputy
Secre of Transportation, the General of the Depart-
ment of sportation, the Federal Railroad Administrator, or
the Deputy ﬁmmls istrator of the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration, and, in the case of the Secretary of the Treasury,
through an officer of the Department of the Treasury who has
been appointed with the advise and consent of the Senate”; and
(3) by striking out the first sentence of subsection (j)(4).
(d) Section 501 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45
U.8.C.771) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (6), by inserting immediately after “disabil-
ity,” the following: “failure to work due to strike, fire, flood,
snowstorm, hurricane, earthquake, tornado, or other similar
natural occurrence that causes a suspension of operations in
whole or in part and precludes performance of the work which
would be performed by the incumbents of the positions to be
abolished or the work which would be performed by the employ-
eeu(azi)nv];olved in the force reductiont%”; and
y striking out “and” at the end of ph (10), by
striking out the period at the end of agrapg (11) and inserting
in lieu thereof “; and”, and by adding at the end thereof the

following new paragraph:
“(12) ‘compensation’ means earnings in employment subject to “Compensation.”
the Rai Retirement Act.”. 48 Stat. 1283.

(e) Section 507 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 45 USC 201-208
U.S.C. 777) is amended by inserting “, section 509(b), or section "°'**
509(c)” immediately after “‘section 504(d)"”.



94 STAT. 1958

Rail properties
in Connecticut
and Rhode

Island, transfer.

Ante, p. 1895.

Conditions.

45 USC T16.

Price
establishment.

Agreement.
45 USC T71.

45 USC T78.

Ante, p. 1895.

PUBLIC LAW 96-448—O0CT. 14, 1980

(f) The first sentence of section 403(dX1) of the Rail Passenger
Service Act (45 U.S.C. 563(d)(1)) is amended by striking out “if such
State” and all that follows through “‘service”.

TITLE VI—EXPEDITED SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSACTION
PROPOSALS

EXPEDITED SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSACTION PROPOSALS

Skec. 601. (a) Section 805 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.8.C. 745) is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new subsection:

“(f) ExpeprTEp Prorosars.—(1) Within 240 days after the effective
date of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, the Secretary, after providing
an opportunity for comments from interested parties, shall deter-
mine whether to initiate a proposal for a supplemental transaction
under this section for the transfer of all rail properties of the
Corporation in the States of Connecticut and Rhode Island to another
railroad in the region, If the Secretary determines that—

“(A) the pro transferee railroad is financially and oper-
ationally capable of assuminéothe freight operations and freight
service obligations of the Corporation on a financially self-
sustaining basis;

“(B) the proposed transfer would promote the establishment
and retention of a financially self-sustaining rail system in the
States of Connecticut and Rhode Island adequate to meet the
needs of such States; and

“(C) the égo(pmed transfer is consistent with the goals set forth

PO i o s g posal and may, after providin

e evelop such a pro and may, after provi
the Associt?alt'fon, the Commission, and the States oty Connecticut ans
Rhode Island an opportunity to review and comment on such pro-
posal, petition the special court for an order to carry out such

pro i
“(2) The Secretary shall establish a fair and equitable price for any
rail properties transferred pursuant to a proposal developed under

su ion.
“(8) If the special court determines that a proposal developed under
this subsection is fair and e%ucitable, meets the requirements of this
subsection, and is in the public interest, it shall issue such orders as
may be ni to carry out such proposal. The provisions of
ga.ragmphs (2)-(6) of subsection (d) of this section shall apply to the
etermination of the special court under this subsection, except that
the standards for such determination shall be those set forth in this

paragraph.

“(4) In complying with the irements of subsection (d)X7) of this
A (s L L e L1t rtien 15 £ exodiind

supplemen an ex

supplemental transaction under this subsection and the representa-
tives of the employees affected thereby shall enter into a new
agreement pursuant to section 508 of this Act and shall not be bound
by the terms of any agreement executed under such section 508 and
in effect on the date of enactment of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980.”.

(b) Section 102(19) of the Re%onal Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. T02(19)) is amended by striking out “, within 6 years after
the date on which the spemaf court orders conveyances of rail
properties to the Corporation”.
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TITLE VII-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

ROCK ISLAND AND MILWAUKEE RAILROADS AMENDMENTS

Sgc. 701. (a)1) The Rock Island Railroad Transition and Employee 45 USC 1001
Assistance Act (45 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) is amended by redesignating note:
section 124 as section 125 and by inserting immediately after section Ante, p. 409.
123 the following new section:

“JUDICIAL REVIEW

“Sec. 124. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any 45 USC 1018.
appeal from—
“(1) any decision of the bankruptcy court with respect to the
constitutionality of any provision of this Act; and
“(2) any decision of the court having jurisdiction over the
reorganization of the Milwaukee Rai with respect to the
constitutionality of the Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act
(45 U.S.C. 901 et seq.),
Cls.llm.ll be taken to the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh
ircuit.
“(b) if appeals are taken from decisions described in subsection (a)
of this section involving section 106 or 110 of this title or section 9 or Ante, pp. 401,
15 of the Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act, the court of appeals jg%sc ——
shall determine such appeals in a consolidated )irooeeding, sitting en MESE

banc, and shall render a final decision no later t 60 days after the
date the last suchstxggaal is filed.
“/c) Nothing in Act or in the Milwaukee Railroad Restructur-

ing Act (45 U.S.C. 901 et seq.) shall limit the right of any person to
commence an action in the United States Court of Claims under
section 1491 of title 28, United States Code (commonly referred to as
the Tucker Act).”.

(2) Section 110(e) of the Rock Island Railroad Transition and
Employee Assistance Act (45 U.S.C. 1008(e)) is amended by inserting Ante, p. 403.
“to employees” immediately after “liability”.

(8) Section 15(e) of the Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act (45
U.S.C. 914(E)) is amended by inserting “io employees” immediately
after “liability”.

(bX1) Section 106 of the Rock Island Railroad Transition and
{léixﬁployee Assistance Act (45 U.S.C. 1005) is amended to read as Ante p. 401
ollows:

“EMPLOYEE PROTECTION AGREEMENTS

“Skc. 106. (a) No later than 5 days after the date of enactment of the
Stﬁggers Rail Act of 1980, in order to avoid disruption of rail service Ante, p. 1895.
and undue displacement of employees, the Rock d Railroad and
labor organizations representing the employees of such railroad with
the assistance of the National Mediation goard, may enter into an
agreement providing protection for emllslayeea of such railroad who
are adve affi as a result of a reduction in service by such
railroad. Such employee protection may include, but need not be
limited to, employee relocation incentive compensation, moving
expenses, and separation allowances.

‘b) If the Rock Island Railroad and the labor organizations
representing the employees of such railroad are unable to enter into
an emplog:e protection agreement under subsection (a) of this section
within 5 days after the date of enactment of the Staggers Rail Act of
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1980, the matter shall be immediately submitted to the Commission.
The Commission shall impose upon the parties by appropriate order a
fair and equitable arrangement with respect to employee protection
no later than 15 days after the date of enactment of the Staggers Rail
Act of 1980, unless the Rock Island Railroad, and the authorized
representatives of its employees have by then entered into a labor
protection agreement. For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘fair
and equitable’ means no less %rotective of the interests of employees
than protection established by and pursuant to section 9 of the
Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act (45 U.S.C. 908), subject to the
li.mitatigns set forth in section 110 of this title. "~

“(c) If an employee protection arrangement is im y the
Commission under subsection (b) of this section, the ba.u.m‘;dtcy court
shall immediately authorize and direct the Rock Island Railroad
trustee to, and the Rock Island Railroad trustee and the labor
organizations representing the employees of the railroad shall, imme-
diately implement such arrangement.

“(d) Any order of the Commission under subsection (b) of this
section and any order of the bankruptey court under subsection (c) of
this section may be appealed only to the United States Court of
Appeals for'the Seventh Circuit. such appeal to such court of
aneals shall be filed within 5 days after the date of entry of the order
of the Commission or the bankruptcy court, as the case may be, and
such court of appeals shall finally determine such appeal within 60
days after the date such appeal is filed.

“(e)X1) Any claim of an employee for benefits and allowances under
an employee protection agreement or arrangement entered into
under this section shall be filed with the Board in such time and
manner as the Board by re tion shall ]Jreacribe. The Board shall
determine the amount for which such employee is eligible under such
agreement or arrangement and shall certify such amount to the Rock
Island Railroad for payment.

“(2) Benefits and allowances under such ment or arrange-
ment entered into this section shall be paid by the Rock Island
Railroad from its own assets or in accordance with section 110 of this
title, and claims of employees for such benefits and allowances shall
lﬁi::lreatgd as administrative expenses of the estate of the Rock Island

road.

“(f) The first sentence of section 7(b)(7) of the Railroad Retirement
Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231f(bXT7)) is amended by striking out “Milwau-
kee Railroad Restructuring Act” and inserting in lieu thereof “, the
Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act, and the Rock Island Railroad
Transition and Employee Assistance Act.”.

(2) Section 108(a) of the Rock Island Railroad Transition and
Employee Assistance Act (45 U.S.C. 1007(a)) is amended by inserting
immedyiately before the period at the end thereof the following:
“(other than as provided in the ment entered into in Washing-
ton, District of Cglumbia. on March 4, 1980, entitled ‘Labor Protective
Agreement Between Railroads Parties Hereto Involved in Midwest
Rail Restructuring and Employees of Such Railroads Represented by
the Rail Labor Organizations Sperating Through the Railway Labor
Executives’ Association’)”.

(3) Section 103(5) of the Rock Island Railroad Transition and
Employee Assistance Act (45 U.S.C. 1002(5)) is amended by inserting
immediately before the period at the end thereof the following: “, the
estate of such Company in its reorganization proceeding, or the
trustee appointed in such proceeding”.
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(c)1) Section 7 of the Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act (45
U.8.C. 906) is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new

subsection:

“(h)(1) All obligations to the United States or any agency or
instrumentality of the United States incurred pursuant to this
section by the Milwaukee Railroad or the trustee of the property of
the Milwaukee Railroad shall be waived and canceled when—

“(A) the Milwaukee Railroad is reorganized as an operating
rail carrier; or
“(B) substantially all of the Milwaukee Railroad is purchased.

“(2) For purposes of this subsection, substantially all of the Milwau-
kee Railroad shall be considered as having been purchased when (A)
more than 50 percent of the rail system operated by the Milwaukee
Railroad on the date of enactment of the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 has
been purchased, and (B) more than 50 percent of the employees
employed by the Milwaukee Railroad on such date of enactment have
obtained employment with other rail carriers.”.

(2) Section 14 of the Milwaukee Railroad Restructuring Act (45
U.S.C. 913) is amended by redesignating subsection (d) as subsection
(e) and by inserting after subsection (c) the fo]lowing new subsection:

“(d) There are authorized to be appropriated $15,000,000 for pur-

of providing transaction assistance in accordance with section
505(h)(1) (A) and (B) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976.”.
(d) Section 505(h) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reforn(:l‘i&c_t of 1976 (45 E.%%%(h)) is qm_endedt— U835 000000” acd
in paragraj i striking ou ,000, an
m?gft o s ﬁ‘l’i‘l‘."siasé O’mookozn;g $18,000,000” and
in paragra ; striking out “$18,000,000” an
insertingpﬁrlieu tﬁereof “$27,000,000”; and
(3) by amending paragraph (4) to read as follows:

“(4) This subsection shall apply to (A) purchase offers submitted to
the Trustee of the Rock Island Railroad Estate and filed with the
Commission prior to September 15, 1580 (or such other time as the
Secretary considers appropriate), and (B) Purchase applications filed
with the Commission prior to September 15, 1980 (or such other time
as the Secretary considers appropriate) and approved by the court
having jurisdiction over the reorganization of the Rock Island Rail-
road or the Milwaukee Railroad, as the case may be, and by the
Commission.”.

LOAN GUARANTEES

Skc. 702. (a) To promote competition in the transportation of coal,
the Secretary of Transportation shall, no later than 75 days after the
date of the issuance of the final environmental impact statement
with respect to the loan application, take final action on any applica-
tion for loan guarantees, under section 511 of the Railroad Revitaliza-
tion and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, to be used in connection with
joint ownership, construction, or rehabilitation of any facilities
(including su%z)rt facilities) for a second rail carrier to serve the
Powder River Coal Region in Montana and Wyoming.

(bX1) The Secretary of Transportation shall review the proposed
Chicago and North Western connector line route and sgml not
approve an{l route which requires the use of any agricultural land
unless (A) there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of
such land, and (B) the proposed route construction plan requires all
possible planning to minimize harm to such agricultural land result-

Ante, p. 1895.

Appropriation
authorization.

Ante, p, 404,

gg:ider River
Region,
Mont. and Wyo.
45 USC 831 note.

45 USC 831.

Chicago and

Northwestern
connector line
route, review.
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ing from such use. The Secretary of Transportation may not other-
wise disapprove a proposed route for the Chicago and North Western
line under the authority of this subsection. This review of a proposed
route shall be conducted within 99 days after the final action
specified in subsection (a) of this section.

(2)X(A) The Secretary shall review the use of anmcultural land
used in any route for newly constructed line and require, to the
maximum extent prudent and feasible, that such railroad provide a
private grade crossing for the convenience of each landowner whose

icultural holdings are divided by such newly constructed line
when the Secretary finds that such division of property will cause a
substantial disruption to the agricultural use of such land. The
owners of such property shall file a request for such grade crossing
with the Secretary within 180 days of the final determination of the
tr;ouatle. The finding of the Secretary under this subsection shall be
inal.

(B) The Secretary shall render a decision on each request for grade
crossing under this paragraph within 180 days of its receipt. Such
review shall not require the delay of construction of new line under
subsection (a) of this section.

(e)1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the actions of
the Secretary of Transportation taken pursuant to subsections (a)
and (b) of this section shall not be subject to judicial review except as
provided in this section.

(2) A claim alleging the invalidity of this section may be brought no
later than the 60th day following the date a final action is taken
pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of this section.

(3) A claim challenging an action of the Secretary of Transporta-
tion under subsection (a) or (b) of this section may be brought only on
the grounds that such action will deny rights under the Constitution
of the United States, is arbitrary, capricious, or an abuse of di
tion, exceeds statutory jurisdiction, authority, or limitations, or is
short of statutory right. Such a claim may be brought not later than
the 60th day following the date of such action.

(4) A claim under paragraph (2) or (3) shall be barred unless prior to
the expiration of such time limits, a complaint is filed in the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia acting as a
special court. Such court shall have exclusive jurisdiction to deter-
mine such proceedin% in accordance with the procedures hereinafter
provided, and no other court of the Uni States, of any State,
territory, or possession of the United States, or of the District of
Columbia, shall have jurisdiction of such claim in any p: ing
instituted prior to or on or after the date of enactment of this Act.

(5) Atgg such proceeding shall be assi for hearing and
completed at the earliest possible date, and to the greatest extent

tical shall take precedence over all other matters pending on the
ket of the ccurt at that time, and shall be expedited in every way
by such court, and such court shall render its decision relative to an;
clvaim within 90 days from the date such claim is brought unless sucf;
court determines that a longer period is required to satisfy require-
ments of the Constitution of the Bﬁn?ted States.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary shall
take the final action described in subsection (a) of this section without
regard to the consent, or lack thereof, of any Committee of the
Congress.

CONRAIL STUDIES AND EMERGENCY FUNDING

Skc. 708. (a) For purposes of this section, the term—
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(1) “Association” means the United States Railway Associ-
ation;

_(2) “Commission” means the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion;

(8) “Corporation” means the Consolidated Rail Corporation;

(4) “rail properties” means assets or rights owned, leased, or
otherwise controlled by the Corporation which are used or useful
in rail transportation service;

(5) “region” has the meaning given such term in section 101(15)
of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973; and 45 USC 702.

(6) “Secretary”’ means the Secretary of Transportation.

(bX1) No later than April 1, 1980, the Association and the Corpora- Report to
tion shall each submit a report to the Congress analyzing the impact, Congress.
upon the Corporation, rail service in the region, employees,
the economy of the region, and other rail carriers in the region and
elsewhere, and the Federal budget, of—

(A) no further Federal funding for the Corporation;

(B) continued Federal funding of the rail system of the Corpo-
ration as it is presently structured; and

(C) future Federal funding of the Corporation to the extent
necessary to preserve rail service in the region which can be self-
supporting, without undue interim disruption of operations
which will be maintained.

(2) Each report submitted under paragraph (1) of this subsection
shall contain a description, under each of the Federal funding
alternatives set forth in subsection (a) of this section, of the lines of
the Corporation which would be maintained, the lines of the Corpora-
tion which would be abandoned, and the lines which would be
transferred.

(3) Each report submitted under paragraph (1) of this subsection
shall also include specific recommendations with respect to—

(A) future projected funding requirements of the Corporation;

(B) future structure and activities of the Corporation in the
region;

(C) any legislative action needed with respect to the matters
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this paragraph; and

(D) any other matters which the Association or the Corpora-
tion considers appropriate.

The specific recommendations submitted under this paragraph shall
set forth alternatives for the Congress to consider in the event it
determines that modification of such recommendations is
appropriate.

(4) In developing recommendations in accordance with this subsec-
tion, the Association and the Corporation shall identify measures
designed to ensure a financially self-sustaining rail system in the
region. The recommendations shall be based on analyses of rail
properties which might be proposed for abandonment or transfer to
another railroad or qualified person and proposed operating efficien-
cies which could improve the Corporation’s revenue-to-cost ratio.

(5) In developing recommendations under this subsection, the
Association and the Corporation shall each analyze and consider—

(A) projections of the Corporation’s future traffic, revenues,
operating costs, and capital requirements;

(B) rail properties which might be proposed for abandonment
or transfer to another lmlro;g or qualified person, taking into
account the potential impact of changes in the tory
environment;
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(C) the impact on communities served by lines proposed for
abandonment or transfer; . .
(D) proposed operating efficiencies which could improve the
Corporation’s revenue-to-cost ratio;
) the impact on the Corporation of proposed mergers by

connecting or competing railroads;

(F) employee motivation and labor productivity pro and
a projection of labor protection costs which could result from the
recommendations;

(G) the future capital structure of the Corporation; and
(H) any other factors identified by the Association as relevant
to the recommendations required to be developed and submitted
ursuant to this section.

(6XA) The Association and the Corporation shall, on the date of
submission of their recommendations to the Congress under this
subsection, transmit copies of such recommendations to the Secre-
tary, the Commission, and the Governor of each State that could be
affected by such recommendations. Upon request, the Association
and the Corporation shall furnish a copy of their recommendations to
a.n%interested person. "y y

(B) As scon as practicable after submission of their recommenda-
tions to the Coelﬁ‘eas, the Association and the Corporation shall
publish in the Federal Register a summary of such recommendations
and invite interested parties to comment on such recommendations.

(7) The Commission shall, no later than May 1, 1981, submit to the
Congress its comments on the reports of the Association, the Secre-
ta.rg, and the Corporation under this subsection.

(8) Not later than April 1, 1981, the Secretary shall submit to the
Congress his recommendations with res to the future structure
and operations of the Corporation. Not later than May 1, 1981, the
Secretary shall submit to the Congress his comments and recommen-
dations with respect to the reports of the Association and the
Corporation under this subsection, and shall make any changes in his
recommendations that he determines are necessary.

(9) The antitrust laws, as defined in section 601(a)3) of the
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 791(a)3)), shall
not applﬁ:‘;o any action taken by the Association or the Secretary
prior to May 1, 1981, in accordance with and under the authority of
the provisions of this subsection.

(cg)The Corporation shall, no later than March 15, 1981, submit to
the Congress an analysis of the effects upon the Corporation and its
employees of alternative changes in labor agreements and related
operational cha.nﬁes. Such report shall include an analysis of any
Federal funding that will be required.

(d) The Corporation shall, no later than January 15, 1981, submit to
the Association its projections of the benefits to the Corporation of
the Staggers Rail Act of 1980, its projections of changes needed in the
structure of the rail system of the Corporation including properties
which may be abandoned or transferred, and other projections of
potential savings or increased revenues to the Corporation.

(e) Section 216(b) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 726(b)), as amended by this Act, is further amended by
adding at the end thereof the followinog new paragraph:

“(4) Purchases of up to $329,000,000 of a series A preferred stock
shall be made by the Association, subject to the availability of
appropriations, as required and requested by the Corporation, if the

ce Committee makes an affirmative finding that the Corpora-
tion has taken appropriate action to eliminate losses on light density
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lines and other lines which are unprofitable. Such action shall
include the imposition of surcharges on such lines, the abandonment
of such lines, and the transfer of such lines.”.

(f)(1) Section 216(a) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 726(a)) is amended by striking out “$2,300,000,000” and
inserting in lieu thereof “$2,629,000,000”.

(2) Section 216(g) of such Act (45 U.S.C. 726(g)) is amended by
striki out “$3,300,000,000” and inserting in lieu thereof
“$3,629,000,000”.

(3) Section 210(e) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973
(45 U.S.C. 720(e)) is amended by inserting immediately after “section”
in the first sentence thereof the following: “or under subsection (a) of
section 306 of this Act”.

USRA AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Skc. T04. Section 214(c) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of
1973 (45 U.S.C. 724(c)) is amended to read as follows:

“(c) AssociaTioN.—For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1981,
there are authorized to be appropriated to the Association for
pu.tgosee of carrying out its administrative expenses under this Act
such sums as are necessary, not to exceed $30,000,000. Sums appropri-
ated 1hnde,1: this subsection are authorized to remain available until
expended.”.

FEEDER LINE REHABILITATION STUDY

Skc. 705. (a) The Secretary of Transportation and the Secretary of Report to
the Treasury shall jointly submit to the Congress, within 9 months of Congress.
the effective date of this Act, a comprehensive report on the antici-
pated effect (including the loss of revenue to the Federal Treasury) of
amending section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 to provide 26 USC 103.
an exemption from taxation for obligations incurred in connection
with the rehabilitation of railroad feeder lines. Such report shall also
include such criteria as may be necessary to prevent the abuse of such
special tax status.

(b) For purposes of this section, railroad feeder line rehabilitation
includes the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or erection of
any feeder line roadbed, track, trestle, depot, switching, and signaling
equipment, or any other rail equipment (other than rolling stock).

EFFECT ON PENDING MATTERS

Skc. 706. In the case of any proposal docketed with a rate bureau 49 USC 10706
prior to the effective date of this Act which is or becomes the subject "°t®:
of an application or proceeding before the Interstate Commerce
Commission, such application or p: ing shall be determined as if
this Act had not been enacted, and the antitrust immuni provided
in section 10706(b) of title 49, United States Code, resulting from
approval of such agreement shall continue in effect.

CONSTRUCTION OF AMENDMENTS

Sec. 707. With respect to the relationship between water carriers 49 USC 10706
and rail carriers, none of the amendments made by this Act shall be "°te
construed to make lawful (1) any competitive practice that is unfair,
destructive, predatory, or otherwise undermines competition and
that was unlawful on the effective date of this Act, or (2) any other
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Skec. 708. Notwi ing any other provision of law, the Consoli-
dated Rail on shall be considered a Federal agency for the
sole mt of the Army Regulations 735-5, para-
W Such may enter into a contract under the
a or;? granted by this aecﬁon only when it determines that the
safety of the public so requires.

STUDY OF ALASKA RAILROAD RATES

Sec. 709. Within 6 months after the effective date of this Act, the
Interstate Commerce Commission shall commence and complete a
study to determine whether the rates by the Alaska Railroad
pursuant to ICC-ARR Freight Tariffs 4108 and 4109 (as supple-
mented by supplements 1-4) would, if such rates had been entered
into after the ve date of this have constituted a violation of
gection 10701a(c)1) onf title 49 United States Code, as amended by this
Act. To the extent feasible, such study shall be coordinated with the
sAmdybytheStateofAlaskamprogressontheeﬁ’echvedateofthls

EFFECTIVE DATES

Sgc. 710. (a) Except a8 otpmded in subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this
section, the provisi this Act and the amendments made by this
Actshalltakeeﬁ’ectonOctoberl 1980.
(b)SechonﬁOﬁofthmActshaﬂtakeeﬁ'eetonJanuaryl 1981.
(c)BednonZIS(b)ofthlsActahalltakeeﬂ’ectonOctoberl 1983.
UFMnmlofMActshaﬂmkeeﬁwtonthedateofmctmem

Approved October 14, 1980.
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